The University
The University of St. Thomas is truly a Shining
Star in the heart of Houston.
• The Newman Guide to Choosing a Catholic
College: Among 22 U.S. Catholic colleges
and universities recommended by the
Cardinal Newman Society, and among
28 such institutions worldwide
• Range of choices: Degree programs
focused on business, sciences, liberal arts
and education at the undergraduate and
graduate levels
• Specialty areas: High acceptance rate in
medical and dental schools for Pre-Med
and Pre-Dental students
• Personal instruction: Average class size
of 17

Career Opportunities
Excellent career opportunities exist for those
who have an interest in Latin American and
Latino Studies. The minor offers a well rounded
background in the liberal arts.
• Undergraduates are prepared for careers
in government, business, private industry,
law, nonprofit organizations, international
teaching opportunities, the Peace Corps
and military services.
• The combination of another discipline
with LALS makes students attractive to
many employers who look for specific job
skills inclusive of cultural and language
understanding and appreciation.
Language Requirement:
Completion of UST core requirement in Spanish
at placement level is required or alternative
proficiency, as determined by the Modern and
Classical Language Department. For students
seeking internships, a high intermediate
proficiency (ACTFL-Criteria) in Spanish, as
determined by MACL, is highly recommended.

Contact:
Dr. Elizabeth Coscio
Program Director
713-942-3495
coscioe@stthom.edu

• Personal approach: Faculty know students
by name
• Nationally ranked: Ranked 34th among
universities offering master’s degrees in the
Western region by the U.S. News & World
Report 2013 edition of “America’s Best
Colleges”
• Nationally ranked: Ranked by The
Princeton Review as Best in the West in its
Best Colleges: Region by Region online
profile found at www.princetonreview.com
• Study abroad: The University of St. Thomas
periodically ranks among the top 20% of
U.S. universities whose students study
abroad
• Catholic tradition: Houston’s only Catholic
university, founded by the Basilian Fathers
in 1947

Educating Leaders of Faith and Character
3800 Montrose Blvd.
Houston, TX 77006
www.stthom.edu
The University of St. Thomas is a private institution committed to the liberal arts
and to the religious, ethical and intellectual tradition of Catholic higher education.

Latin American
and
Latino Studies

College Initiative Begins Here
Latin American and
Latino Studies Program

“My Latin American and Latino Studies
(LALS) classes have been integral in my journey
to discover more about my Latino culture and
history. On a professional level, I find LALS to
be increasingly relevant because of the rising
influence of the ever-growing Latino population
in our nation.

The Southwest United States, specifically the
state of Texas and the city of Houston, has a
unique cultural history connected to the Latino
population. Our neighbors in Latin America have
contributed to the transformation of the
economics, education and politics of the
Southwest and Houston has integrated aspects of
Latin American culture in its fabric of daily living.
The University of St. Thomas reflects the growing
influence of the Latino population as one third of
the student body has a Latino or Latin American
background. Through scholarships and a thriving
learning environment, the Latin Americas and
Latino Studies Program offers students the
opportunity to experience and understand these
exciting changes happening in society.
St. Thomas is a good choice when considering a
Latin American and Latino studies program.

The LALS courses are convenient because they
apply to various majors and are not only
interesting but relevant in understanding our
nation’s cultural structure”

Program Mission

Alicia Vasquez, Junior

• To provide an interdisciplinary, integrated
approach to learning by engaging participating
students in related disciplines for the purpose of
enhancing their readiness for satisfying and
successful international life and work.
• To gain knowledge, understanding, and
appreciation for Latin America’s vital role in
forming a meaningful, interdependent world
through education, research and exchange
partnership experiences.
• To enhance an appreciation for Latin American
and Latino history, culture and traditions as they
become more salient in the United States.

Minor
A minor in Latin American and Latino Studies is
a combination of International Studies, Political
Science, Spanish and History classes totaling
18 credit hours (nine program foundation
courses and nine electives).

Program Description
The Latin American and Latino Studies minor provides
students with a balanced and specialized curriculum.
Students will:
• Learn the histories, cultures, and societies of
Latin America and Latino students
• Develop critical understanding of their arts,
social realities, migration patterns, politics,
economics and literature
• Delve into the soul of Latin American and
Latino people
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