Welcome Class of 2017!
Freshman Symposium begins
Friday, August 23. All activities will be
held in Jones Hall (unless otherwise indicated.)
8:30 a.m.

Breakfast, Cafeteria

9:30 a.m.

Mass (optional)
Chapel of St. Basil

10:45 a.m.

Welcome Address
Dr. Robert Ivany
UST President

11:00 a.m.

Why Freshman Symposium?
Panelists: Freshman Symposium
student mentors

11:30 a.m.

Liberal Arts Education
Dr. Dominic Aquila, Vice President
for Academic Affairs

Noon

History of the Basilian Fathers
Fr. Ted Baenziger, CSB

12:30 p.m.

Meet your Freshman
Symposium mentor team
and lunch, classrooms
(Please refer to your course
schedule.)

2:15 p.m.

Ice cream, Academic Mall

What is Freshman
Symposium?
Today, most colleges and universities
across the nation offer a version of a
first-year, or freshman year, experience
course. At the University of St.
Thomas, our Freshman Symposium
course is a one-credit-hour course
taken during the first fall semester.
After completing the Freshman
Symposium, students will understand
UST’s mission. This includes UST’s
commitment to educating leaders of
faith and character and the importance
of ethical leadership, critical thinking,
effective communication and
professional success.

Freshman
Symposium

Contact:
Dr. Jo Anne Meier-Marquis
Associate Professor, Chair of Psychology
Director, Freshman Symposium
Phone: 713-525-3183
Fax: 713-525-3181
E-mail: meierj@stthom.edu

The University of St. Thomas is a private institution committed to the liberal arts
and to the religious, ethical and intellectual tradition of Catholic higher education.

Educating Leaders
of Faith & Character

Educating Leaders of Faith
Freshman Symposium
provides students:

Freshman Symposium course
topics include:
•

Freshman Symposium
at UST is unique!

• An introduction to the University
of St. Thomas

• Small course sections for a more
personalized experience

• Teachings on the value of a
Catholic–liberal arts education

• Three-member mentor teams comprised
of UST faculty, staff and students

• Awareness of our commitment to
educating leaders of faith and
character

• Guest speakers, panelists, campus events
and activities
• End-of-course commissioning ceremony
to welcome first-year students to UST

UST mission

•

Liberal arts education

•

History of the Basilian Fathers

•

Catholic intellectual tradition

•

Faith and reason

•

Critical thinking

& Character

• Lessons on the importance of
ethical leadership, critical
thinking, effective communication
and professional success

Mission Statement

•

Communication

•

Leadership

•

Personal success plan

Arts & Sciences

•

Education

We are the University of St. Thomas, the Catholic
university in the heart of Houston. We are committed to the
Catholic intellectual tradition and the dialogue between faith
and reason. By pursuing excellence in teaching, scholarship,
and service, we embody and instill in our students the core
values of our founders, the Basilian Fathers: goodness,
discipline and knowledge.

•

Business

•

Theology

•

Centers for Excellence

•

Nursing

