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1975-1978
FOUNDING OF THE CENTER
The Center for Thomistic Studies was founded in 1975 at the
University of St. Thomas, a Catholic University founded by
members of the Congregation of St. Basil and located in the Diocese of Galveston-Houston. English-speaking Basilians in North
America have long been connected with fostering the study of
Aquinas, most prominently by founding, along with Etienne Gilson, the Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies at the University of Toronto in 1929. In 1976, at the request of the Center‟s
principal founder, Fr. Victor B. Brezik, CSB, Professor Anton C.
Pegis, formerly president of the Institute of Mediaeval Studies at
Toronto, accepted the position of Director of the Center. His was Fr. Brezik, Jacques Maritain,
and Fr. Sullivan
the responsibility for designing the program, acquiring a suitable
faculty, and supervising the accumulation of library resources.

THE VISION OF DR. PEGIS:
“Some fifty years ago, Catholic universities were teaching philosophy with a dogmatic dedication to truth, to St. Thomas Aquinas and to the guidance of theology. The
dominant aim was to teach philosophical truth 'according to the mind of St. Thomas
Aquinas.' Since St. Thomas was a theologian, this attitude in time raised a question. What, then, was the difference between teaching theology and teaching philosophy? Philosophy was a free intellectual inquiry, it
was argued, and could not be taught dogmatically as
theology was. Mainly after the second World War, the
dogmatic teaching of philosophy was succeeded, partly
under the pressure of criticism (both hostile and benign) and partly under the influence of a new generation of teachers (coming to Catholic de-

partments of philosophy from many intellectual climates), with a more pluralistic attitude
toward the teaching of philosophy. The question today is; if dogmatism tends to stifle
inquiry, does not pluralism tend to obscure truth? The question is a serious one, particularly for the health and direction of a new graduate school of philosophy that is anxious,
within its Catholic setting, to profit from the experiences of its predecessors.
“Philosophy, wherever it is taught, is a free intellectual inquiry, open and unafraid of
the search for truth. But does this free inquiry mean that men cannot find the truth except
provisionally and tentatively, or does it mean that man's intellectual life is itself an inquiry, and that he can discover truth slowly, with effort and amid many adventures? Espousing the latter view, the present writer [Pegis] believes in philosophical inquiry rather
than in philosophical dogmatism, but in an inquiry that is headed toward truth, and that
finds in truth both freedom and an impulse toward further inquiry. I believe that such an
attitude toward philosophical truth is teachable and that it has in St. Thomas Aquinas its
greatest master. Here the hazards and the opportunities begin. I can say for myself that I
accept St. Thomas as my philosophical teacher for two reasons that are decisive for me
as a Christian and as a teacher of philosophy. The first is St. Thomas' conception of the
human intellect; the second is his conception of the highest human activity of that intellect. St. Thomas believed that man's intellect could function properly only if it followed
its own native light and principles. God, he said, was the author of that intellect (and its
principles) as much as he was the author of revelation. This ought to mean that, even in
the world of faith, the intellect can find nothing to oppose its inner light. Men, certainly,
may act (and think) darkly and perversely; but this is what they do with their light, it is
not how their light itself shines. So St. Thomas believed, and this faith is the charter of an
open intellectualism within Christianity itself.”1

The current Sullivan Hall
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From a 1976 memorandum written to Fr. Brezik, quoted by Vernon J. Bourke in “The New Center and The
Intellectualism of St. Thomas,” One Hundred Years of Thomism, 1979.

1978-1979
ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF THOMISM:
AETERNI PATRIS AND AFTERWARDS
After Dr. Pegis‟ sudden death in 1978, Professor Vernon J.
Bourke accepted the position of Interim Director from 1978
-80. The official announcement of the opening of the Center
occurred in October of 1979 at a symposium to commemorate the 100th anniversary of Pope Leo XIII‟s encyclical,
Aeterni Patris.
The symposium comprised papers given by distinguished
scholars such as Armand Maurer, C.S.B., Ralph McInerny,
and Joseph Owens, C.Ss.R., among others. The proceedings were subsequently collected and published in 1981.

FROM THE SYMPOSIUM‟S INTRODUCTION:
“Christian Philosophy, particularly in the form of Thomism, was given a strong impetus a century ago when
Pope Leo XIII issued his influential Encyclical letter
Aeterni Patris. The exact date was August 4, 1879. In
time, the impact accelerated the incipient Thomist renaissance of the nineteenth century into a veritable movement of studies, critical editions
and publications mounting "like a mighty crescendo which turned Thomism into a leading philosophy of the day. One need only mention undertakings like the Leonine Commission for the publication of a critical edition of the writings of St. Thomas Aquinas,
centers of Thomistic studies such as The Higher Institute of Philosophy at Louvain, the
Dominican school of Saulichoir in France, the groups of French and Belgian Jesuits inspired by St. Thomas, the Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies, and names of scholars like Mercier, Grabmann, Gilson, Maritain and a host of otpers, as well as the pervasion of Thomism in numerous Catholic institutions of learning throughout the world, to
realize the immense growth of interest in and adherence to the doctrine of St. Thomas
that eventually resulted from the firm recommendation made in Aeterni Patris one hundred years ago.
“The centenary year of Aeterni Patris, however, leaves many questions seeking answers. Can one still speak of ongoing Thomistic movement today or has the movement
come to a halt? What happened to the Thomistic movement around the time of Vatican
Council II and afterwards, and why did it happen? Is the apparent decline of interest in
Thornism a laudable and welcome event or is it a deplorable loss? What are the prospects
of a revival of interest in the doctrine of St. Thomas and how viable would be an effort to
rejuvenate a serious study of the philosophical dimensions of his teaching as an acceptable outlook for the present time?”

PROGRAM OF THE SYMPOSIUM

TELEGRAM FROM THE HOLY FATHER, 1979

“Holy Father has directed me to send greeting to University of Saint Thomas in Houston occasion Symposium commemorating Centenary of Encyclical Aeterni Patris stop He invokes assistance of God on University and its work of increasing knowledge and understanding in particular through its Thomistic studies stop With prayers for success of announced Center for
such studies His Holiness cordially imparts Apostolic Blessing to participants Symposium”
Cardinal Casaroli

THE APPOINTMENT OF DR. BOURKE AS DIRECTOR
“Dr. Vernon J. Bourke has been named director for the
development of the Center for Thomistic Studies and
graduate program in philosophy at the University of St.
Thomas, Houston.
“Scheduled to open in the fall semester of 1980, the
program was headed by Anton C. Pegis before his
death last May.
“The graduate program will start as a master‟s program
and expand into a doctoral program by 1982.
“Bourke, a graduate of St. Michael‟s College and the
University of Toronto, has been a professor at the University of St. Louis since 1931.
“He has received the Aquinas Medal of the American
Catholic Philosophy Association, chaired the Catholic
Commission on Cultural and Intellectual Affairs and
served as advisory editor of Christian Wisdom Series
of textbooks for MacMillan Company.
“Bourke is a member of the American Philosophical Association, the American Catholic Philosophical Association of which he is a past president and the World Union of Catholic Philosophical Societies.
“He is author of numerous books and articles in the field of philosophy and associate editor of
the „American Journal of Jurisprudence,‟ „Speculum,‟ and a contributor to the „Encyclopedia of
Philosophy.‟”

1980
FORMAL OPENING OF THE CENTER
Graduate courses were first offered in the fall semester of 1980. By
this time Fr. Ronald D. Lawler, OFM. Cap. had assumed directorship
of the Center.
The MA and PhD programs in the Center for Thomistic Studies received initial accreditation from the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools in 1980 (MA) and 1982 (PhD) and permanent accreditation in 1985 (MA) and 1988 (PhD).
Fr. Brezik, Founder

CAULDRON ARTICLE ON THE CENTER‟S OPENING:
Thomistic Studies Center opened, praised
by Jude Richard
“To celebrate the formal opening of the Center for
Thomistic Studies at UST, approximately 80 people
gathered in in Cullen Hall on Sunday, Nov. 2 at 3:30
pm for a series of speeches by a group including the
Center‟s Director Fr Ronald D. Lawler, O.F.M., Cap.,
and Former Director Prof. Vernon Bourke, of St.
Louis University (SLU) at St. Louis.
“On Nov 4. at 11:10 am , Fr. Lawler also said a special Vocative Mass in honor of St. Thomas Aquinas,
the Center‟s patron, in UST‟s Student Chapel to mark the occasion.
“The Center‟s offices will occupy a section of Sullivan Hall‟s first floor, while the Hugh Roy
Marshall Graduate Philosophy Library, named for a UST alumnus will be housed in Doherty
Library‟s basement.
“The speeches delivered at Cullen centered mainly on explaining plans for the new Center,
such as its graduate philosophy program and its work as a research center.
“Bishop John Morkovsky, D.D., of the Houston-Galveston Diocese, opened in the ceremonies
with a benediction, followed by Philosophy Department Chairman Fr. Brezik‟s welcoming address.
“In his speech, Fr. Brezik said he hoped that the Center for Thomistic Studies would help to
make St. Thomas Aquinas‟ philosophy more widespread. He also thanked Hugh Roy Marshall
„for making an impossible dream come true.‟ It was Marshall‟s donation in in the Spring of
1975 which formed the foundation for the present Thomistic Center.
“After Fr. Brezik, UST President William Young, C.S.B., took the podium to express his desire
that „… the Center will accentuate the uniqueness of the University of St. Thomas.‟ Young
later labeled its opening a significant event in the history of UST.
“Dr. Vernon Bourke, director of the Thomistic Center until Fr. Lawler‟s appointment in August
and a Thomist philosopher with a professorship at SLU in St. Louis, spoke next, having come
from St. Louis for the occasion. Although no longer director, Dr. Bourke holds a post on the
Center‟s Advisory Board and will remain as a Research Professor here.
“The keynote speaker, Fr. Lawler, delivered a 15-minute address laying down his own guidelines for the Center‟s future. Before coming to UST, Fr. Lawler taught at Catholic University
of America, Washington, D.C. An “ardent Thomist”, as described by Fr. Brezik, he formerly
Continued...

held the Dean of Theology post at Josephinum, the Pontifical College, did his doctoral work at
SLU, and his post-doctorate at Oxford.
“In his speech, Fr. Lawler emphasized the fact that the new Center is one designed for the
study of Thomistic philosophy. Drawing on a lecture by Pope John Paul II, he said, „Many
philosophies of modern times have grown old quickly, and become weary, because (men)…
had lost hope of finding ways to grasp what truly is and what is truly good… Thomism
(however) has remained young over the centuries, and is continually being renewed in its
spirit…‟
“Fr. Lawler also called Thomism a philosophy which builds bridges between other contemporary philosophies.
“Concerning future plans for the new institute, he stated, „We plan not merely to have an excellent graduate program, but also to be an institute in which there can be advanced research into
those issues that are of greatest human
importance in our own day…‟
“Fr. Lawler said that he expected to bring
in many important thinkers to visit, lecture, and work here. To make research
productive, he also expressed his hope for
a continued bolstering of the philosophy
library in Doherty and the provision of
facilities to encourage effective research.
“The Center for Thomistic Studies has
received both national and international
attention in its brief life. According to Fr. Lawler, a speaker at the International Thomistic
Congress in Rome this past September, scholars from around the world expressed interest in
UST‟s new philosophical institute.
“Fr. Brezik stated that some U.S., Canadian, and European philosophers have also shown interest in it.
“With the creation of the Hugh Roy Marshall Library in 1975, the graduate philosophy department had its informal initiation. Up to that time, the University had been interested in starting
one, but could not afford it., Fr. Brezik stated. The library presently houses 3,047.
“After the speeches had been delivered in Cullen, Bishop Morkovsky invoked a blessing on the
new Center. When the ceremony ended at 4:30 pm, Fr. Brezik invited all guests to a reception
in the Doherty Basement, with wine and cheese served. The guests also received the chance to
tour the Hugh Roy Marshall Library and the Center for Thomistic Studies‟ offices in Sullivan.
In attendance at the Center‟s formal opening as special guest was Retired Bishop Wendelin J.
Nold, D.D., of the Houston-Galveston Diocese.

Above: Fr. Brezik and Fr. Kennedy hood Greg Coulter while Andrew Sondag waits his turn at
the first MA graduation of the Center.
Below: faculty of the Center for Thomistic Studies gather to celebrate founder Fr. Brezik‟s
95th birthday

1988-2012
PH.D. GRADUATES
NAME

YEAR

CURRENT POSITION

R. Mary Hayden Lemmons Dissertation: "The Apparent Antinomy
of divine Causality and Human Free Choice"

1988 Associate Professor of Philosophy and
Catholic Studies at the University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, MN

Sr. Terese Auer, OSF Dissertation: "The Apparent Antinomy of divine Causality and Human Free Choice"

1989 Chair, Bioethics Department, Pope John Paul
the Great, Dumfries, VA

Gregory Coulter Dissertation: "Mind and
Body in St. Thomas Aquinas: Some Problems
with Aquinas’ Notion That the Intellectual Principle Both Subsists and is a Substantial Form"

1989 Associate Professor of Philosophy, University
of St. Thomas, St. Paul, MN

Jean William Rioux Dissertation: "Aristotle,
Aquinas and the Foundations of Arithmetic"

1990 Professor and Chair of the Philosophy Department, Benedictine College

Austen Rockcastle Dissertation: "St. Thomas
Aquinas on the Nature and Morality of Lying"

1993 Tutor, Chesterton Academy: A Private, Independent High School

Karen Zedlick Dissertation: "Contemplation,
First Among Equals"

1993 Tutor, Thomas Aquinas College

Kevin Rickert Dissertation: "The Starting
Point of the Fifth Way"

1997 Assistant Professor of Philosophy, St. Mary’s
College of Minnesota

Sherra Theissen Dissertation: "A Dialectical
Analysis of the Intrasubjective Relationship
Between the Intellect and the Will in Hannah
Arendt and Thomas Aquinas"

1997 Visiting Assistant Professor of Philosophy,
St. Mary’s University of San Antonio

Robert Bunting Dissertation: "Universals and
Laws of Nature"

1998 IT Infrastructure Manager at Dona Ana
County, Las Cruces, New Mexico

Edward Lyons Dissertation: "Models of Intentional Action, Freedom and the Possibility
of Moral Responsibility"

1998 Associate Professor of Law, Oklahoma City
University School of Law

Joseph Magee, II Dissertation: "Unmixing
the Intellect: Aristotle on Cognitive Powers
and Bodily Organs"

1999 Director of the Catholic Student Center, Sam
Houston State University

Keith Bower Dissertation: "The Roots of
Mathematics: An Informal Foundationalist Approach"

2001 Project Management Consultant in Oil and
Gas Industry

Early Center Students
Thomas McLaughlin Dissertation: "The Aristotelian Definition of Motion and the Principal of Inertia"

2001

Associate Professor, Pre-Theology Faculty,
St. John Vianney Theological Seminary

Jinnam Yi Dissertation: "Divine Command
Theory and Natural Law Ethics in St. Thomas
Aquinas: Reply to the Euthyphro Question"

2004

Dongduk Women’s University, South Korea

Mark Barker Dissertation: "The Cognitive
Power: Objects and Terminology"

2007

Professor of Philosophy, Notre Dame Seminary, New Orleans, LO

Steve Striby Dissertation: "Against the Principles of Nominalism"

2007

Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Marian
University, Indianapolis, IN

Ben Smith Dissertation: "Thomas Aquinas
on Politics and the Common Good"

2008

Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Aquinas
College, Nashville, TN

Andrea Messio Dissertation:
"Immcomensurability in MacIntyre and Popper"

2008

Marriage and Family Therapist; member of
American Philosophical Practitioners Association

Anthony Crifasi Dissertation: "The Philosophical Significance of Cartesian Sensory
Physiology"

2009

Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Benedictine College

Samuel Condic Dissertation: "Hominization
and Human Life: Toward a More Integrated
Understanding of Human Development"

2009

Assistant Professor of Philosophy University
of Mary, Bismarck, N.D.

Dominic D’Ettore Dissertation: “Early
Thomists on Demonstration through Analogous Terms”

2012

Visiting Professor of Philosophy, Marian University, Indianapolis, IN

David Arias Dissertation: “Rediscovering
Nature: An Exposition and Defense of the
Thomistic Reasoning to Substantial Form and
First Matter per Viam Motus”

2012

Tutor, Thomas Aquinas College

