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Welcome Class of 2019!
Freshman Symposium begins Friday,
August 21. All activities will be held in
Jones Hall (unless otherwise indicated).

New this year!

Extend your Freshman Symposium experience
with Freshman Study Abroad! Freshmen now
have the option of participating in one of two
study abroad opportunities, focusing on the
theme “Global Leaders of Faith and Character.”
More information, including dates and locations
of study abroad opportunities, will be
presented during Freshman Symposium.

Freshman
Symposium

Questions? Contact us:
Dr. Jo Anne Meier-Marquis
Associate Professor, Chair of Psychology
Director, Freshman Symposium
Phone: 713-525-3183 • Fax: 713-525-3181
E-mail: meierj@stthom.edu

What is Freshman
Symposium?

Today, most colleges and universities
across the nation oﬀer a version of a
ﬁrst-year, or freshman year, experience
course. At the University of St. Thomas,
our Freshman Symposium course is a
one-credit-hour course taken during
the ﬁrst fall semester.

After completing the Freshman
Symposium, students will understand
UST’s mission. This includes the
University’s commitment to educating
leaders of faith and character and the
importance of ethical leadership, critical
thinking, eﬀective communication and
professional success.

Mission Statement

We are the University of St. Thomas, the Catholic
university in the heart of Houston. We are committed
to the Catholic intellectual tradition and the dialogue
between faith and reason. By pursuing excellence in
teaching, scholarship and service, we embody and instill
in our students the core values of our founders, the
Basilian Fathers: goodness, discipline and knowledge.
We foster engagement in a diverse, collaborative
community. As a comprehensive university grounded in
the liberal arts, we educate students to think critically,
communicate eﬀectively, succeed professionally and
lead ethically.

Educating Leaders
of Faith & Character
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Educating Leaders of Faith

& Character

Freshman Symposium
provides students:
• An introduction to the University
of St. Thomas
• Teachings on the value of a
Catholic liberal arts education

• Awareness of our commitment
to educating leaders of faith
and character

• Lessons on the importance of
ethical leadership, critical thinking,
eﬀective communication and
professional success

Freshman Symposium
course topics include:
• UST mission

• Liberal arts education

Freshman Symposium at
UST is unique!

• History of the Basilian Fathers
• Catholic intellectual tradition

• Small course sections for a more
personalized experience

• Faith and reason

• Three-member mentor teams
comprised of UST faculty, staﬀ
and students

• Critical thinking

• Communication

• Guest speakers, panelists, campus
events and activities

• Leadership

• End-of-course commissioning
ceremony to welcome ﬁrst-year
students to UST

• Personal success plan

Arts & Sciences

•

Education

•

Business

•

Theology

•

Centers for Excellence

•

Nursing

