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Festival Brings Italian Culture, Food to UST

T

he 34th Annual Houston Italian Festival,
Oct. 11-14, is sure to excite Houstonians to
celebrate all things Italian. Hosted on the
University of St. Thomas campus, events such
as grape stomps, pasta-eating contests, a bocce
tournament and collie dogs playing soccer will
be a treat for UST, the community and the
public. The event is sponsored by the Italian
Cultural and Community Center.
Festival activities:
• Play soccer with two high-energy
collies, appearing for the first time
in Texas.
• Try all types of Italian foods including
a special treat: Italian nachos.
• Sign up for the pasta-eating contest.
Festival hours, rain or shine:
• Thursday, Oct. 11: 5 p.m.-10 p.m.
(Admission free Thursday)
• Friday, Oct. 12: 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
(Admission free until 4 p.m.)
• Saturday, Oct. 13: 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
• Sunday, Oct. 14: 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
All are invited to the 9:30 a.m. outdoor
Mass on Sunday, Oct. 14, on the festival
grounds with the Rev. Michael Buentello, CSB.
The Children’s Choir from St. Vincent de Paul
will also participate.
Current UST faculty, staff and students
receive free admission with a valid and active
UST ID. Admission is $8 for adults and free for
children 12 and younger. Purchase discount
tickets in advance until Oct. 10.

For information, to volunteer and to purchase
discount presale tickets and FIAT raffle tickets, visit
www.HoustonItalianFestival.com.
Read full versions of stories featured in Star View in the Online Newsroom section at www.stthom.edu.
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Sr. Paula Jean Becomes Synod Expert, Spiritual Leader

S

ister Paula Jean Miller, FSE, founder and director
of Catholic Studies and professor of theology at
UST, celebrates accomplishments that represent UST,
academically and spiritually. Sister Paula Jean has
been appointed by Pope Benedict XVI, as an expert,
adiutrix secretarii specialis, for the XIII Ordinary
General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on the
topic, “The New Evangelization for the Transmission
of the Christian Faith.”
“I am deeply honored and humbled by this request
from Pope Benedict XVI to serve in this very
important Synod on the New Evangelization,” Sister
Paula Jean said. “It is, of course, a great tribute to the
Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist, the University and
the Department of Theology to have one of ‘their
own’ chosen for this work in the Church at this critical
juncture in world and Church history. I gratefully

accept this nomination as a
source of grace and growth for
my own personal, religious and
professional life.”
Sister Paula Jean also has
received certification as a
Spiritual Leader of Pilgrimages
from The Assembly of Catholic
Ordinaries of the Holy Land,
through the Episcopal Commission of Christian
Pilgrimages. She will take a group of 19 Franciscan
Sisters of the Eucharist to the Holy Land in December.
Following her trip, she would like to resume UST
Study Abroad Pilgrimages to the Holy Land. Those
interested can contact Sister Paula Jean at
millerp@stthom.edu with their name, phone number
and email address.

Men’s Basketball Welcomes New Assistant Coach

T

homas Henderson, a high school basketball coach
for 10 years, will begin his first season as an
assistant coach for the UST men’s basketball team.
His first time coaching at the university-level,
Henderson said he is looking forward to working
with college athletes.
With only one losing season on record, Henderson
was the head coach for five years at John H. Reagan
High School. Henderson graduated from Texas State
University in San Marcos, Texas in 2002. A defensiveminded coach, Henderson said he looks forward to

taking UST’s defense to the
next level.
“I’m excited to do what I
love to do and what I am
passionate about: basketball,”
Henderson said. “I’m so thankful
to Coach Smith and the administration at St. Thomas for allowing
me this opportunity to get my foot
in the door. It’s a dream come true.”

Upcoming Games

Golf

Soccer

Volleyball

Men’s Soccer vs. LSU Shreveport
Sept. 29 at 6 p.m.

Women’s Volleyball vs. Southwestern
Assemblies of God
Benefitting Dig Pink
Oct. 6 at 1 p.m.

Men's Golf Talamonti Invitational
Oct. 7-9, All Day
Sterling Country Club
16500 Houston National Blvd.

Games are played in Jerabeck Gym. Free
for UST students, faculty and staff and $3
for all others.

Women’s Golf Talamonti Invitational
Oct. 8-9, All Day
Sterling Country Club
16500 Houston National Blvd.

Men's Soccer vs. Huston-Tillotson
Oct. 4 at 7 p.m.
Men's Soccer vs. Southwestern
Assemblies of God
Oct. 6 at 6 p.m.
Games are played at Houston Amateur Sports
Park, 12131 Kirby Drive. Adults are $3 and
kids are free.

Contact Head Coach Matt Luther at
713-525-3821 or lutherm@stthom.edu
for information.
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Let the UST FirstGen Group Support You

A

s a part of the UST First Generation College Student Initative, the FirstGen Group comes
together every other Friday at 12:30 p.m. in Ahern Room, Crooker Center, to talk about issues
facing first-generation students. UST classifies first-generation students as those whose parents do
not have a bachelor’s degree. For more information about the group and participants, contact
Ric Montelongo, montelr@stthom.edu, or Yolanda Norman, normany@stthom.edu.
“While my parents never
attended college, my
siblings were raised in a
household where the
message was always ‘when
you go to college,’ not ‘if
you go to college.’ That
message was important and
reminded me that hardships can be overcome
and successes are within reach. I try to give the
same message when working with UST firstgeneration college students.”

Dr. Ric Montelongo
Director for Student Success
Texas A&M University Alumnus

“At first I was not ‘proud’
being a first-generation
student, but rather ashamed.
I came to appreciate my
circumstances, and now I am
humbled to have succeeded.
For me, there were many
obstacles that tried to stop
me from pursuing an academic career.
However, all my professors saw my ability and
encouraged me in ways my parents could not. I
really think God placed these guides in my life.
That is why I’m a professor today: to ‘repay’
those who helped me along the way.”

Dr. Charles Stewart
Assistant Professor of Art History
University of Missouri Alumnus

“When I first entered college, I
wasn't as forthcoming about my
first generation college student
status because it seemed that
everyone around me had
parents who knew everything
about the college process. It
wasn't until my junior year that
I discovered my pride in being first. Today, I'm
proud to be a first generation college graduate, three
times over, and am passionate about supporting first
generation college students here at UST.”

Yolanda Norman
Director of Residence Life and Conference Housing
University of Southern Mississippi Alumna

“I am very close to my
family who provide me with
great support, but when I
am looking for what
happens next in school or in
my career, I need outside
resources. The UST
FirstGen Group has helped
other students, and myself,
overcome the obstacles of finding ways to pay
for school, tackling time management and
opening the door to opportunities. My great
grandmother, born and raised in Texas as a
farmer’s daughter, tells me every time I visit
how proud she is that I am going to college.”

Priscilla Jimenez
UST MBA Student
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Events
UST Business Job & Internship Fair

T

he Fair will host employers
seeking to hire UST
students and alumni from 12:30
to 2:30 p.m. on Oct. 2 in the
Scanlan Room in Jerabeck. The
event is free and for UST students and
alumni only. Contact Career Services at
713-525-3160 for more information.

Archbishop Fiorenza Lecture

T

he Center for Faith and
Culture will host the
annual Archbishop Joseph A.
Fiorenza Lecture at 7:30 p.m.
on Oct. 3 in Jones Hall. Dr.
John Borelli will speak about
“Understanding and
Interpreting Vatican II and the
Promotion of Dialogue.”

Exploring Irish Americans

T

he William J. Flynn Center
for Irish Studies will host
“What Does it Mean to be Irish
American? Exploring Through
Time” at 7:30 p.m., on Oct. 4 in
Cullen Hall. The speaker is
Dr. Timothy Meagher, from The Catholic
University of America.

The CTS Colloquium Series

T

he Center for Thomistic
Studies will present a
weekly lecture featuring
UST faculty, a visiting
lecturer or a student,
followed by a lively discussion. Upcoming lectures are
on Oct. 4 and Oct. 11.

Christ in the Desert Retreat

C

ampus Ministry will host a
retreat for students in Big
Bend National Park from
Oct. 12-16. For information
and to sign up, contact Campus
Ministry at 713-525-3589 or
campusministry@stthom.edu.

7th Annual Commuter
Appreciation Day
The event is on Oct. 2. Visit
www.stthom.edu/calendar for details.

UST Recognized as Military Friendly School

U

ST was recently named a 2013 Military
Friendly School by G.I. Jobs Magazine.
The designation was awarded through a
survey that assessed services and resources
offered to veterans and their dependents.
With 134 veterans on campus, UST offers many programs, benefits and
workshops that cater to and support those who served in the military.
UST is a participant in the Yellow Ribbon program, which helps
qualifying veterans pay tuition costs exceeding the Post-9/11 GI Bill’s
usual cap for private schools. This means many veterans attend UST
with no tuition cost.

New Music Chair Conducts Milan Orchestra

D

r. Glenn Garrido, new chair of the Music
Department at St. Thomas, started his semester
by conducting the Civic Orchestra of Milan on
Sept. 8 at the Court of Honor of the City Palace,
or Palazzo Marino, in Milan, Italy. Garrido was
the first U.S. citizen to guest conduct the more-than150-year-old Orchestra.
“Professionally, it’s a big growth in my career, but if you’re a
teacher, real-life examples are the best for the student,” Garrido said.
The concert, “Made in the Americas,” was part of the series “I
Concerti Di Palazzo Marino,” which featured many international artists
from July 9-Sept. 15. Garrido’s selections included works by composers
from the United States, the Caribbean, Argentina, Brazil and his
birthplace of Venezuela. The event was free to the public, and Garrido
performed for a full house.

Have Your Pet Blessed at Ceremony
Campus Ministry and the Staff Social Committee invite you
and your pet to “Blessing the Animals: A Ceremony and a Celebration”
at 1:30 p.m. on Oct. 5 on the Academic Mall.
Bring your pet to UST for some fun and a blessing by the
Rev. Mike Buentello. Also, St. Francis' Angels Animal Rescue will be
on campus with pets up for adoption.
All pets should be on a leash or in an appropriate carrier at all times.
Do not bring animals into classrooms or offices unless with permission
from everyone who might be affected.
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