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Paula Vigil,
Lee Vigil,
Veronica Ybarra,
Zach Krueger,
Meghan Krueger,
Greg Johnson
and Ana Lejia

T

he Fellowship of Catholic University Students, or
FOCUS, is beginning its sixth year of service at the
University of St. Thomas.
FOCUS is a national campus outreach organization
that invites college students to share the Catholic faith
and spread God’s good news. Founded in 1998, the
missionary program is currently working with more
than 75 college and university campuses in 30 states.
The team consists of Lee Vigil, the director, with
his wife Paula who often helps, Greg Johnson, Ana
Lejia, Veronica Ybarra and Meghan and Zach Krueger.
Team members minister to students at St. Thomas
events by working with Campus Ministry, small-group
Bible studies and assists with retreats.
“At a Catholic university, it is really easy to have

the knowledge in your head but not have the faith in
your heart,” said Krueger. “Having the knowledge
does not make your faith any easier to live out.
The mission of the Catholic Church is to have
the knowledge and the heart to act on it.”
FOCUS will attend the conference “Seek 2013:
What Moves You” on Jan. 2-6 in Orlando, Fla.
UST FOCUS invites students to sign up online by
Oct. 31. The total cost is $339 with a $100
deposit upon registration. FOCUS has a goal of
bringing 150 students from UST and another 150
students from surrounding colleges.
For more information about FOCUS at
UST and the conference, contact Lee Vigil at
720-514-0583 or lvigil@focusonline.org.

The UST community and local photographers are encouraged to submit photographs that capture the University and
its impact on the community until Oct. 20. Photographs taken prior to Sept. 8 are accepted. The overall grand prize
winner will win $1,500. For more information, visit shineatust.com/photography-contest.
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Rector’s ‘X-man’ in Film Fest Mundey to Speak at War College

D

r. Malcolm Rector,
associate professor of
music, wrote the music and
lyrics, edited, produced and
directed the music video,
“X-Man,” which has been
selected by the Toronto
Independent Film Festival in September
and the European Film Festival in November.
“X-Man” is the story of an American
soldier at war in Iraq. The video focuses on
the difficulties faced by soldiers who are
engaged in war and the ways they are
perceived in and out of the media. Rector
talked with several soldiers, by Internet,
stationed in Iraq. They supplied him with
video footage that he incorporated into the
music video.

Professor Inspires Collection

D

r. Lee Williames, chair
of the UST Department
of History, has aided David
Theis, president and CEO of
the Houston-based Leading
Edge Turbine Technologies,
in the creation of the “Dr.
Lee Williames-David Theis MLA
Collection” in Doherty Library. Theis
earned a Master in Liberal Arts degree with
a concentration in history from UST in
2009. The Collection was donated to
honor his mentor, Williames, for his work
with students.
The collection includes primary-source
documents, important works and documentaries on Russia and Eurasia. Elements of
the collection are available online.
“David, thank you for your gift and we
look forward to the next installment in your
10-year planned gift to continue this exciting
improvement to our research capability on
many levels,” Williames said.

D

r. Lisa Mundey, assistant professor
of history, will speak at the ninth
annual Brooks E. Kleber Memorial
Lectures in Military History’s seminar
series, sponsored by the U.S. Army
Heritage and Education Center.
Mundey will be discussing her new
book titled “American Militarism and
Anti-militarism in Popular Media,
1945-1970” on Nov. 1 at the Army War
College in Carlisle Barracks, Pa.
“It’s a great honor to be invited to speak at AHEC,” said
Mundey. “Members of the faculty, staff and community, a lot
of whom are military retirees, are going to be there as well.”

Dean Donates to Scholarship Fund

D

r. Poldi Tschirch, dean of the School of
Nursing, contributed to UST to establish the
Robert and Ann Tschirch Endowed Scholarship
in Nursing in memory of her parents. The scholarship will be awarded annually to a UST
student enrolled in the nursing major.
“My parents provided me with an excellent
education which has helped me develop a very
rewarding career in nursing,” Tschirch said. “I
know they would be glad this scholarship will support other
nursing students.
Tschirch has also donated to the Annual Fund, the
Performing Arts Society, the Nursing Gala and the Sister Mary
Martina Casey Endowed Chair in Nursing fund.
“I am pleased to have the opportunity to give back to this
community, which has been so generous to me,” Tschirch said.

Upcoming Games
Volleyball

Women’s Basketball

Women’s Volleyball
vs.
University of the
Southwest
Oct. 20 at 1 p.m.

Women’s Basketball
vs.
San Jacinto College Scrimmage
Oct. 24 at 5:30 p.m.

Games are played in Jerabeck Gym. Free for UST students, faculty and staff
and $3 admissions for all others.
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October Campus-Wide Events, Performances at UST

Don’t Miss Family Weekend

U

ST Family Weekend,Oct. 19-21, features music
and drama performances, sports, games, a
library book sale, food and FUN.
Weekend highlights are:
• First generation student and families can
participate in a Meet and Greet on Oct. 19.
• The Alumni Relations Office will
host the Deans’ Reception on Oct. 19.
• Father Mike Buentello, CSB, is
smoking a pig for St. Augustine’s
Birthday Celebration and Carnival on
Oct. 20 in the Campus Life Mall.
For more information and a full list of events,
visit stthom.edu/calendar. Online RSVP’s are
recommended but not required. For questions or to
RSVP, contact Angie Montelongo at
montela@stthom.edu.

Pictured from left
to right:
Susan Rose and
Thembi Williams and
their sons.

“

Drama Opens ‘Enchanted April’

UST Singers Host Fall Concert

UST Opera Workshop Performs

E

T

J

nchanted April” is a romantic
comedy about two frustrated
London housewives who decide to
rent a villa in Italy for a holiday away
from their bleak marriages. The play,
by Matthew Barber, will be directed
by new drama professor Eric
Domuret. Performances are at 8 p.m.
on Oct. 11-13, 18-20 and 25-27 in
Jones Theatre. Tickets are $5 for UST
faculty, staff and students with a valid
ID: general students and seniors are
$10, general admission is $15.

he University Singers will
perform sacred choral works at
7:30 p.m. on Oct. 11 in the serene
setting of the Chapel of St. Basil.
Under the direction of Dr. Brady
Knapp with Courtney DaniellKnapp as guest conductor, the event
is free and open to the public.

oin the Music Department for the
Opera Workshop performance at
7:30 p.m. on Oct. 26 in Cullen
Hall. With scenes from opera and
musical theater repertoire, the
performance will be directed by Dr.
Brady Knapp. The event is free and
open to the public.

Candy, Costumes at Neewollah
Neewollah, the UST traditional celebration for Halloween, is from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. on
Oct. 26 on Crooker Patio. The Student Activities Board will have candy, a caricature
artist, a costume contest, food and much more. Students are encouraged to be creative, and
appropriate, with their costumes. Entry is $5 at the door.
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Events
Int’l Studies Lunch for Majors

A

ttend the Center for
International Studies
lunch at 12:30 p.m. on
Oct. 9 to learn more
about the major and
career paths. Also learn
more about CIS clubs. Please
RSVP to Diana Garcia at
garciad@stthom.edu.

Herzstein Lecture

T

he annual Herzstein
Lecture at 7:30 p.m. on
Oct. 10 in Cullen Hall. Dr.
Alan Avery-Peck will give a
lecture on “Fate, Faith, and
Free Will: Notions of Divine
Providence in Early Judaism.”

Italian Fest

T

he 34th Annual
Houston Italian
Festival is
Oct. 11-14 on the
UST campus. Events such as grape stomps,
pasta-eating contests, a bocce tournament and
collie dogs playing soccer will be a treat for
the public. For more information, visit
www.HoustonItalianFestival.com.

John Paul II

T

he John Paul II Forum
will host Dr. Adrian
Reimers, who will speak on
the thought of John Paul II,
specifically on his work
against the ethics of utilitarianism. The event is at 7 p.m.
on Oct. 17 in the Ahern Room.

Wensjoe Banquet, Fund Supports Study Abroad

I

n memory of Dr. Gustavo Wensjoe, former director
of the Center for International Studies, mentor and
visionary who dedicated his career to promoting global
understanding through higher education, UST established the Gustavo Wensjoe Memorial Fund. This fund
will provide study abroad scholarships for students at
St. Thomas. The inaugural fundraising dinner for the
Fund will be at 6 p.m. on Oct. 25 at The Courtyard on St. James Place,
1885 Saint James Place.
The Honorable Ambassador Chase Untermeyer, former
Ambassador of Qatar, will give the keynote address. Dr. Joseph
McFadden, UST president emeritus, will speak in memory of Wensjoe.
To purchase tickets or make a donation, visit www.wensjoefund.org and
click on "Donations," or go to the www.stthom.edu/calendar. For more
information, email contact@wensjoe.org.

Happiness is Root of Economics, Politics

T

he Crossroads Cultural Center-Houston, UST Office of Academic
Affairs and Center for Business Ethics will host the conference
“Economy, Politics and the Desire for Happiness” at 6:30 p.m. on
Oct. 25 in Anderson Hall, Room 103.
Speakers Anujeet Sareen and Kimberly Shankman will discuss
how to rediscover the ideal dimension of politics and economics and
remind people that these two are ultimately about the desire for
happiness, freedom, truth and justice.
The event is free and open to the public, and refreshments
will be provided after the conference. For more information,
call 713-525-2164.

Upcoming UST Open Houses

VOX: Music

T

he Music
Department will host
VOX - The Rob Seible
Singers who will present
“Composers: Live” at
7:30 p.m. on Oct. 20 in
Cullen Hall. The event is
free with a valid UST ID.

Master of Arts in Faith and Culture
Graduate Open House
6-7:30 p.m. on Oct. 16 and 9-10 a.m. on
Oct. 27, both are in
Welder Hall

Cameron School of Business
Graduate Open House
6-7 p.m. on Oct. 23 in the
Welder Hall
Master in Liberal Arts
Graduate Open House
10-11:30 a.m. on Oct. 27 in
Malloy Board Room

Veteran Open House
5-6 p.m. on Oct. 17 in the
Malloy Board Room

Check online for RSVP information.
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