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§ From the Director§ From the Director::   
ñEvery scholar whose learning is of the kingdom of heaven must be like 

a rich man who knows how to bring both old and new things out of his 

treasure house.ò  We, at the Center for Thomistic Studies, have followed 

this academic prescription this year, welcoming old friends, like Papal 

biographer and Center Advisory Board member George Weigel and Fr. 

Joseph Koterski, Fordham University as well as first-time visitors, like 

Dr. Matthew Levering, University of Dayton, who was this yearôs 

Aquinas Lecturer, and Angela Bello, Professor Emeritus of History of 

Contemporary Philosophy at Lateran University in Rome and an expert 

on Edith Stein.  We had two successful Ph.D. defenses and graduated 

four MAs, including our first BA/MA student. This year also marked the 

beginning of  collaboration with the Pontifcal Academy of St. Thomas 

Aquinas and the planning for our joint conference in Houston for 18ï19 October 2013 on the theme of 

Thomas Aquinas: Teacher of Humanity" . 

 
The 1ST US conference of the Pontifical Academy of St. Thomas Aquinas 

18 - 19 October 2013 

University of St. Thomas (Houston) 
 

Thomas Aquinas: Teacher of Humanity 

Co-sponsored by the Center for Thomistic Studies and The John Paul II Forum 

  

ñDoctor Humanitatis is the name we give St. Thomas Aquinas because he was always ready to 

receive the values of all cultures. [H]is assertions on the dignity of the human person and the use 

of his reason, in perfect harmony with the faith, make St. Thomas a teacher for our time.ò   
 

 John Paul II, Address to the 8th International Thomistic Congress, 13 September 1980 
 

Thomas Aquinas: Teacher of Humanity will explore the significance for the 21st century of Thomas 

Aquinasô teaching on humanity. Is it still meaningful to talk about ñhumanityò or ñinhumanityò?  What 

challenges do evolution, eugenics and the trans-humanist movement present for a concept of 

ñhumanityò? Is the ñhumanò a viable standard in a world 

with many cultures and traditions?  
 

 

This conference is a part of the Pontifical Academy of St. 

Thomas Aquinasôs new initiative on the Thomistic legacy of 

Blessed John Paul II. The honor of hosting this unprece-

dented event comes in recognition of the unique partnership 

between the Center for Thomistic Studies and the John 

Paul II Forum . We are honored that the Academy under its 

Secretary, Bishop Marcelo Sanches Sorondo, has chosen 

Houstonôs University of St. Thomas as the site of its first 

U.S. conference.  



Michele Malloy, last yearôs Aquinas Medal 

recipient, discusses Dr. Leveringôs lecture 

with him. 

§ 2012 Aquinas Lecture§ 2012 Aquinas Lecture::   
  

Dr. Matthew Levering , Professor of Religious Studies at the University of Dayton, delivered 

this yearôs Aquinas Lecture on January 26 in Jones Hall.  He spoke on the issue of whether or not we 

can know God by examining the created world. Can we know Godôs existence and attributes by reflec-

tion upon the good things that we see around us?  If we can know God in this way, why do we also need 

to know him through his self-revelation in Jesus Christ?  Put another way, is the God of the Greek phi-

losophers the same God whom we encounter in Jesus, and if the God that we know in these two ways is 

indeed the same, can we make do with one way alone?  Dr. Levering speculated  on the idea that believ-

ers in the incarnate Son of God have little stake in also holding that we can know God through natural 

reason, especially now that relatively few philosophers think that philosophical labors can attain to 

knowledge of the living God.  
 

       Dr. Levering argued that Christians should hold that Godôs existence, along with certain other attrib-

utes, can be demonstrated by natural reason on the basis of material things. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

§ John Paul II Forum§ John Paul II Forum::   
  

The Center for Thomistic Studies continued its relation-

ship with the John Paul II Forum, whose director, Dr. Dr. 

John HittingerJohn Hittinger , is on the Center faculty. The Center co-

sponsored a number of events with the Forum in 2011-

12.   
 

Particularly noteworthy was the visit of George Weigel George Weigel 

on February 12.  Mr. Weigel, the papal biographer of 

Pope John Paul II and Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and Public 

Policy Center, spoke on the topic, ñBlessed John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI: Two Popes, One Mis-

sion.ò 
 

On June 13 the Center for Thomistic Studies and the John Paul II Forum also co-sponsored Fr. Joseph Fr. Joseph 

Koterski, S.J.Koterski, S.J., Associate Professor of Philosophy at Fordham University and Editor-in-Chief of Inter-

national Philosophical Quarterly who spoke to a receptive crowd on ñThinking with the Church: Les-

sons from the Life of Avery Cardinal Dulles, S.J.ò  
 

The JPII Forum also sponsored a summer workshop on Veritatis Splendor led by Fr. Joseph Koterski. 
 

Dr. Ivany introduces Dr. Levering  

at dinner in Dr. Leveringôs honor. 



  

     
 
 

 

 

 

 

§ Aquinas and the Arabs§ Aquinas and the Arabs::   
  

 

 

The CTS was again active in the ñAquinas and the 

óArabsô International Working Group.ò Dr. R. Dr. R. 

Edward Houser Edward Houser attended and read papers at the 

Fall 2011 Meeting hosted by Universidad 

Panamericana, Mexico City. He also attended the 

Spring 2012 Meeting, hosted by the CNRS and the 

Université de Paris 1: Pantheon Sorbonne. UST is 

scheduled to host the Fall Conference in 2013.  

  

  

  

  
  

§ Center Colloquia§ Center Colloquia::   
  

Under the care of Dr. Thomas Osborne, the Colloquia featured a mixture of students, Center Faculty, 

UST Faculty, and illustrious invited guests.  Here is the line-up of speakers: 
 

August 25 Rev. Prof. Robert A. Gahl, Jr., Pontifical University of the Holy Cross, Rome, Italy 

spoke on ñContemporary psychology (3rd wave CBT/ACT/mindfulness) and its rela-

tionship to Aristotelian-Thomistic moral psychology.ò 
 

Sept. 1  Daniel De Haan, Graduate Student, Center for Thomistic Studies, UST spoke on 

  "Dysordered Acquired Appetites and the Ratio of Addiction: A Thomistic Analysis.ò 
 

Sept. 15 John F.X. Knasas, Philosophy Professor at the Center for Thomistic Studies, UST 

  spoke on "Comments on Brian Davies, The Reality of God and the Problem of Evil.ò  
 

Sept. 29 R. Edward Houser, Bishop Wendelin J. Nold Chair in Graduate Philosophy, Center 

for Thomistic Studies, UST spoke on ñIs Godôs existence self-evident?, In Sententiis 

1.d.3.1.2.ò 
Oct. 6  Domenic DôEttore, Graduate Student, Center for Thomistic Studies, UST spoke on  

ñThe Concept Representing God and Creatures: An Analysis of John Capreolusô Doc-

trine of Analogy." 
 

 Oct. 14  Alexander Pruss, Associate Professor of Philosophy, Baylor University spoke on 

  "Evil and the Problem of Anomaly." 
 

Oct. 20 Steven Jensen, Assistant Professor of Philosophy at the Center for Thomistic Studies, 

UST spoke on "Double Effect, Proportionality, and Allowing Harm." 
 

 Nov. 11 Peter Casarella, Director, Center for World Catholicism & Intercultural Theology, 

DePaul University spoke on ñFacing the Verbal Likeness: St. Augustine, Nicholas of 

Cusa, and Pope John Paul II on the Analogy of the Word.ò 
 

Nov. 17  Theodore George, Associate Professor of Philosophy, Texas A&M University spoke 

  on ñKindness toward What Is: Heidegger on Being, Art, and the 'Guiding Measure' of 

  Conduct.ò  
 

Nov. 22 Timothy Madigan , Assistant Professor of Philosophy at St. John Fisher College spoke 

on ñW. K. Clifford  and The Ethics of Belief .ò 
 



March 29 Bruce Marshall, Lehman Professor of Christian Doctrine, Director, Graduate Program 

in Religious Studies Southern Methodist University spoke on  ñIs Nature a Barrier to 

Grace?: Aquinas, Scotus, and the Modern Debate about the Supernatural.ò 
 

April 12 Carol Gardosik, Philosophy for Children Research Group, Graduate Student, Center 

for Thomistic Studies, UST spoke on ñSocrates in the Schools: From Clackmannshire, 

Scotland to Huntsville,Texas.ò 
 

April 18 Joseph Graham, Professor of Philosophy, UST spoke on ñScience and Principles.ò 
 

April 19 John F.X. Knasas, Professor of Philosophy, Center for Thomistic Studies, UST spoke 

on ñThe óSuppositioô of Motionôs Eternity and the Interpretation of Aquinasô Motion 

Proofs for God.ò 
 

April 27 Dr. Luca Oliva , Visiting Professor, Salem State University spoke on ñFixing Kant's 

Epistemology.ò 

 

  

§ Endowed Chairs§ Endowed Chairs::   

  

  
  

  

Dr. R. Edward HouserDr. R. Edward Houser is the current occupant of the Bishop Wendelin J. 

Nold Chair in Graduate Philosophy, named for the Most Reverend Wende-Most Reverend Wende-

lin Nold lin Nold (1900-1981), fifth bishop of the Diocese of Galveston-Houston 

(1950-1975), who, among his other accomplishments, ordered the integra-

tion of Catholic schools in 1961.  Dr. Houser was recently reappointed to 

the Chair.   

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. John DeelyDr. John Deely holds the Frank A. Rudman Chair in Philosophy at the 

Center for Thomistic Studies, which memorializes the contributions of 

Frank A. Rudman Frank A. Rudman to Catholic education and the University of St. Tho-

mas, where he served on the Board from 1953-59. Both these chairs were 

endowed through the generosity of the Scanlan FoundationScanlan Foundation. 



CENTER FACULTYCENTER FACULTY   

  

§ John Deely§ John Deely  

  
 

PhD 1967 Aquinas Institute School of Philosophy 

MA 1966 Aquinas Institute School of Philosophy 

BA 1965 Aquinas Institute School of Philosophy  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publications: 
 

"The Semiosis of Mathematical Thought", forthcoming in Semiotics, Cognitive Science and Mathemat-

ics, ed. Marcel Danesi et al. (Munich, Germany: Lincom Europa). 
 

"Updating the Classical Idea of 'Rational Animal' ," in the Proceedings of the World Congress of Catho-

lic Universities, held 12-14 August 2011 at the University of Avila, Spain. 
 

"Semiotic Entanglement": The Concepts of Environment, Umwelt, and Lebenswelt in Semiotic Perspec-

tiveò, forthcoming in Semiotica (Berlin, Germany: Mouton de Gruyter). 
 

"Postmodernity as the unmasking of objectivity: Identifying the positive essence of postmodernity as a 

distinct new era in the history of philosophy", Semiotica 183-114 (2011), 31-57. 
 

"Taking Faith Seriously", Revue roumaine de philosophie, tome 55, issue 2 (December, 2011), 391ï415. 
 

How Science Enriches Theology, co-authored with Fr. Benedict Ashley, O.P. (South Bend, IN: St. 

Augustine's Press, 2012). 
 

Semiotics Continues to Astonish. Thomas A. Sebeok and the Doctrine of Signs, co-edited with Paul 

Cobley, John Deely, Kalevi Kull, and Susan Petrilli (= Semiotics, Communication and Cognition 

vol. 7; Berlin, Germany: De Gruyter Mouton, 2011), pp. xii + 526. 

 

Lectures & Papers : 
 

"The Semiosis of Mathematical Thought", presented Friday 18 March 2011 during the 14ï18 March  

      2011 "Workshop on Semiotics, Cognitive Science and Mathematics" held at The Fields Institute, 

222 College Street, Toronto, Canada, under the sponsorship of The Fields Institute and the Depart-

ment of Anthropology of the University of Toronto in collaboration with the Istituto Italiano di Cul-

tura. 
 

"Cognitive and Cathectic Dimensions of Semiosis", Closing Plenary Address Sunday for the 7th Confer-

ence ñTowards Cognitive Semioticsò of the Nordic Association for Semiotic Studies and the Swed-

ish Society for Semiotic Studies, under the organization of Görenn Sonnesson, Lund University 

Centre for Language and Literature, Lund, Sweden, May 8, 2011. 
 

"Updating the Classical Idea of 'Rational Animal' ," presented at the World Congress of Catholic Uni-

versities, held 12-14 August 2011 at the University of Avila, Avila, Spain. 
 

"Semiotic Entanglement": The Concepts of Environment, Umwelt, and Lebenswelt in Semiotic Perspec-

tiveò, opening Plenary address for the 22-24 September 2011 conference "Phenomenological Per-

spectives on Cultural Change and Environmental Challenges", held at Vilnius Gediminas Technical 

University, Vilnius, Lithuania. 
 



"Uninstantiability", paper presented at the 35th Annual American Maritain Association International 

Conference "Ransoming the Time: Human Nature, Earthly Destiny, and Christian Wisdom", 13-15 

October 2011. 
 

"Leading Beyond Modernity: Noetic v. Epistemology", paper (with Commentary by Peter Redpath) pre-

sented at the 21-22 October 2011 Conference on "Leadership and the Liberal Arts", held at West 

Liberty University in Wheeling, West Virginia. 
 

"What is Semiotics?", Invited Public Presentation opening the 36th Annual Meeting of the Semiotic So-

ciety of America, 27-30 October 2011, sponsored by Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-

vania. 

 

 

  

§ John P. Hittinger§ John P. Hittinger  

  
  

PhD 1986 The Catholic University of America 

MA 1978 The Catholic University of America 

BA 1974  University of Notre Dame 

 

 
 

Publications: 
 

The Vocation of the Catholic Philosopher: from Maritain to Wojtyla, Washington, D.C. American 

Maritain Association/Catholic University of America Press, 2011. 

 

Lectures & Papers: 
 

"The Vocation of the Christian Philosopher" presented to a conference sponsored by the Pontifical 

Academy of St. Thomas Aquinas in Vatican City, June 30, 2012. 

 

Professional Service: 
 

Member of Board of Directors, The Review of Metaphysics, Washington, D.C. 
 

As director of the John Paul II Forum, Dr. Hittinger organized over 15 events including the following: 

¶ Fr. Robert Gahl: "Wojtyla on Kingship and Morality: Thomistic Implications"  

¶ Dr. Michael Waldstein:  ñOvercoming the Mechanization of Nature: John Paul IIôs Theology of the 

Bodyò  

¶ Bobby Schindler: ñCaring for the Cognitively Disabled: The Moral Obligation of Catholicsò  

¶ Rev Brian Mullady, OP: òIs Pope John Paul II a "Personalist"?  

¶ Professor Angela Bello: ñOn Blessed John Paul II and St. Edith Steinò  

¶ Rev. Witold Kania: ñForgiveness as taught by Blessed John Paul IIò 
 

In December of 2011, Dr. John Hittinger was appointed to the Vatican-based Pontifical Academy of St. 

Thomas Aquinas. 

 

 



§ R. Edward Houser§ R. Edward Houser  
 

 

PhD 1981 University of Toronto 

MA 1976 University of Toronto 

MSL 1976 Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies 

BA 1968 University of Texas 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publications: 
 

Co-editor, with Thomas Osborne, Proceedings of the American Catholic Philosophical Association: 

Philosophy and Language, Vol. 84, 2010, Charlottesville, Virginia: Philosophy Documentation Cen-

ter, 2011, pp. 316.  
 

Editor, Proceedings of the American Catholic Philosophical Association: Science, Reason, and Religion, 

Vol. 85, 2011, Charlottesville, Virginia: Philosophy Documentation Center, 2012, pp. 329. 
 

Translator, with Timothy Noone: Bonaventure: Commentary on the Sentences, Book 1: Philosophy of 

God. Translation, with introduction and notes. The Bonaventure Texts in Translation Series, Vol. 

15. St. Bonaventure, NY: Franciscan Institute Press. At the press.  
 

Review of Jeffrey Hause and Claudi Eisen Murphy, Aquinas, Disputed Questions on Virtue, Notre 

Dame Philosphical Reviews, ndpr.nd.edu/reviews, 12 July 2011.   
 

ñAvicenna, Aliqui, and the Thomistic Doctrine of Creation,ò submitted to Recherches de Théologie et 

Philosophie Médiévales forthcoming. 

 

Lectures & Papers: 
 

 ñThe Friar and the Vizier on the Range of the Theoretical Sciences,ò Symposium of the Aquinas and the 

óArabsô International Working Group, Universidad Panamericana, 14 October 2011. 
 

Comment on ñA Science with No Scientists?  Faith and the First Principles of Sacra doctrina in Aqui-

nas,ò Vincent J. DeVendra, Boston College, American Catholic Philosophical Association, National 

Meeting, St. Louis, 29 October 2011. 
 

ñThe Two Sides of Bonaventureôs Illuminationism,ò International Medieval Congress, session spon-

sored by the Franciscan Institute, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI, 11 May 2012. 
 

 ñAvicenna and the Thomistic Doctrine of Creation,ò Symposium of the Aquinas and the óArabsô Inter-

national Working Group, on Matière, génération, creation, Paris, Universite de Paris 1: Pantheon 

Sorbonne, 31 Mai 2012.  
 

 ñAvicenna and Aquinas on Essence and Existence,ò St. Anselm College, Metaphysics Colloquium, 

Manchester, NH, 6 June 2012. 

 

Professional Service: 
 

National Secretary, American Catholic Philosophical Association, 2010 to present. 
 

Director of Publications, Center for Thomistic Studies, 2009 to present. 
 

Editorial Board, Bonaventure Texts in Translation Series, Franciscan Institute, St. Bonaventure Univer-

sity, NY, 2001 to present. 
 



Editorial Board, Aquinas Translation Series, The Catholic University of America Press, 2007 to present. 
 

Aquinas and the óArabsô International Working Group, 2008 to present.  
 

Organizer of sessions on the Philosophy of St. Thomas, International Congress on Medieval Studies, 

Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Michigan, 1991 to present.  
 

Member, Institut d'Etudes Médiévales, Institute catholique de Paris, 2008 to present.  

 

 
 

§ Steven J. Jensen§ Steven J. Jensen  
 

 

Ph.D.1993 University of Notre Dame 

B.A. 1987 University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, MN 

 

 
 

 

Publications: 
 

Living the Good Life: a Beginnerôs Thomistic Ethics. Forthcoming from the Catholic University of 

America press. 
 

ñThomistic Perspectives?: Martin Rhonheimerôs Version of Virtue Ethics,ò The American Catholic Phi-

losophical Quarterly 86 (2012): 135-59. 
 

"Omissions and Their Causes," to appear in Acta Philosophica. 

 

Lectures & Papers: 
 

ñDouble Effect, Proportionality, and Allowing Harm,ò at the 35th American Maritain Association Con-

ference, South Bend, Indiana, October 13-15, 2011. 
 

ñDouble Effect, Proportionality, and Allowing Harm,ò at the Center for Thomistic Studies Colloquium, 

Houston, Texas, October 20, 2011. 
 

ñMoving from Is to Ought,ò at the 47th International Congress on Medieval Studies, Western Michigan 

University, May 10-13, 2012. 

 

Professional Service: 
 

National Treasurer for the American Catholic Philosophical Association, 2008 to present. 

 

  

  

§ John F. X. Knasas§ John F. X. Knasas  
 

 

PhD 1975 University of Toronto 

MA 1972 University of Toronto 

BA 1970 Boston College 

 
 

 

 

 



Publications: 
 

Aquinas and the Cry of Rachel: Thomistic Reflections on the Problem of Evil. Forthcoming from The 

Catholic University of America Press, 2012 
 

ñThe óSuppositioô of Motionôs Eternity and The Interpretation of Aquinasô Motion Proofs for God,ò con-

tribution to forthcoming  work by Rev. Anselm Ramelow, O.P., Dominican School of Philosophy & 

Theology. 
 

ñAquinasô Intellector of Being and Dawsonôs Narrative of Cultural History,ò forthcoming in the ACTA 

of the conference, ñThomism and Asian Cultures: Celebrating 400 Years of Dialogue across Civili-

zations,ò at the Universty of Santo Tomas, Manila, May, 2011. 
 

ñThe Role of Sense Realism in the Initiation of Aquinasô Metaphysics,ò forthcoming in the Proceedings 

of the 31st Annual Conference of the Center for Medieval Studies: ñThe Metaphysics of Aquinas 

and Its Modern Interpreters: Theological and Philosophical Perspectives,ò Fordham University. 

 

Lectures & Papers: 
 

ñAquinas and Personalist Objections to the Problem of Evil,ò SOLT Seminarians, House of Studies, 

Corpus Christi, TX , April 2011. 
 

ñThe Dialogical Thomist: A Discussion of the Positions of Descartes, Hume and Kant,ò 2011 Thomistic 

Summer School in Klaipeda, Lithuania. 
 

ñPhilosophy, God, and Aquinas,ò presentation at a one day conference held during Klaipeda Thomistic 

Summer School. 
 

ñBeing and the 21st Century Thomist,ò Plenary Session, Fall 2011  American Maritain Association An-

nual Meeting. 
 

ñThe óSuppositioô of Motionôs Eternity and The Interpretation of Aquinasô Motion Proofs for God,ò 

Center for Thomistic Studies Colloquium, April 19, 2012. 
 

Dr. Knasas was an invited lecturer  at the First International Congress on Thomistic Philosophy, Santi-

ago, Chili July 2012. The subject of the Congress was ñLa Persona: Divina, Angelica, Humana.ò  

 

Professional Service: 
 

Presented an undergraduate natural law ethics course to Viet Dominican Sisters at  St. Catherine Covent, 

Houston, TX. 
 

Member of the Editorial Board of The American Catholic Philosophical Quarterly 

 

 
 

 

 

§ Christopher Martin§ Christopher Martin   
  
  
  

  

Phil 1984 Oxford University 

BPhil 1981 Oxford University 

MA 1979 Oxford University 

  

  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



Lectures & Papers: 
 

Dr. Martin led a 2 week seminar on ñEl tomismo Anal²ticoò (ñAnalytical Thomismò) at the Internation-

ale Akademie für Philosophie at the Pontificia Universidad de Chile, May 2012. 
 

ñàExiste dios? Parece que noò (ñDoes God exist? Apparently notò), public lecture at the Internationale 

Akademie für Philosophie at the Pontificia Universidad de Chile, May 2012. 
 

ñOn Objections to the Existence of God,ò lecture to the law faculty at the Internationale Akademie f¿r 

Philosophie at the Pontificia Universidad de Chile, May 2012. 

 

 

  

§ Mirela § Mirela OlivaOliva  
  

  

Ph.D. 2007 Albert-Ludwigs-Universitaet Freiburg (Philosophy)  
B.A. 2000  University of Bucharest (Philosophy) 

M.A. 1999 University La Sapienza Rome/University of Bucharest  

         (Political Sciences)  

B.A. 1998 University of Bucharest (Political Science)  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publications: 
 

ñPhenomenology and Hermeneutics,ò Research in Phenomenology, Brill, Boston/Leiden/Tokyo vol.41, 

2011. 
 

ñHermeneutics and The Illusion of Translation,ò in L. Cercel/J. Stanley (ed.), Unterwegs zu einer herme-

neutischen Übersetzungswissenschaft. Radegundis Stolze zu ihrem 60. Geburtstag, Narr Verlag, 

Tübingen, 2012. 

 

Lectures & Papers: 
 

ñBeauty in Gadamer and Aquinas,ò American Catholic Philosophical Association , St. Louis , Oct 29, 

2011. 
 

ñThe All-inclusiveness of Meaning in Ricoeur,ò Society for Ricoeur Studies , Philadelphia, Oct 23, 2011. 
 

ñEvents and Divine Action ,ò  Philosophy Conference on Divine and Human Action, Houston Baptist 

University, Houston, March 31, 2012. 
 

ñHermeneutics and the Illusion of Translation,ò North Texas Philosophical Association, Denton, TX,  

April 13, 2012. 

 

Professional Service: 
 

Peer-reviewer for: Continuum Publishing House, Epoché: A Journal for the History of Philosophy 
 

Member of the editorial board of Etudes Ricoeuriennes/ Ricoeur Studies (ERRS) 
 

Phi Sigma Tau advisor 
 

Founder of the UST Philosophy and Movies Club 

 
 



§ Thomas Osborne, Jr.§ Thomas Osborne, Jr.  
 

 

LMS 2002 Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies 

PhD 2001 Duke University 

MA 1995 Boston College 

BA 1994 The Catholic University of America 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publications: 
 

ñPractical Reasoning.ò  In The Oxford Handbook of Aquinas, 276-286.  Brian Davies and Eleonore 

Stump, ed.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012. 
 

ñThomas Aquinas and John Duns Scotus on Individual Acts and the Ultimate End.ò  In Philosophy and 

Theology in the Long Middle Ages: A Tribute to Stephen F. Brown, 351-374.  Kent Emery, Jr., Rus-

sell L. Friedman, and Andreas Speer, ed.  Studien und Texte zur Geistesgeschichte des Mittelalters.  

Leiden: Brill, 2011. 
 

Review of Joshua P. Hochschild, The Semantic of Analogy: Reading Cajetanôs De Nominum Analogia.  

Notre Dame, Ind.: University of Notre Dame Press, 2010.  In The Thomist. 
 

Review of Steven A. Long, Analogia Entis: On The Analogy of Being, Metaphysics, and the Act of 

Faith.  Notre Dame, Ind., : University of Notre Dame Press 2011.  In Notre Dame Philosophical Re-

views 2012.05.15. 

 

Professional Service: 
 

Referee for History of Philosophy Quarterly, Nova et Vetera 
 

Contributor, Thomistica.net 
 

Editorial Advisory Board, Post-Reformation Digital Library  
  

  
  

  

§ Mary Catherine Sommers§ Mary Catherine Sommers  
  

  

PhD 1982 University of Toronto 

MSL 1976 Pontifical Institute of Medieval Studies 

MA 1972 University of Toronto 

BA 1971 Whitman College 

 

 
 

 

Publications: 
 

ñThe óLifeô Christ Chose: Contemplation and Action in the Summa Theologiae.ò In Aquinas the Aristo-

telian eds. Matthew Levering & Reinhard Huetter. (forthcoming) 
 



Lectures & Papers: 
 

ñSecular Time: Meaning & Remediation.ò At Notre Dame Center for Ethics and Culture Conference, 

ñRadical Emancipation: Confronting the Challenge of Secularism.ò 10- 12 November 2011. 

 

Professional Service: 
 

Executive Council of the American Catholic Philosophical Association  
 

Chaired sessions at the Annual Meeting of the American Catholic Philosophical Association, St. Louis 

MO 29 October 2011. 
 

External Reviewer of various articles. 

  

  

CENTER STUDENTSCENTER STUDENTS   

 

§ Dissertations Defended§ Dissertations Defended::   
 

Domenic DôEttore, Early Thomists on Demonstration with Analogous Terms. On April 23, 2012, 

Domenic DôEttore successfully defended his dissertation before the following board:  Dr. Jeremy 

Wilkins (School of Theology, UST), Chair; Dr. Thomas Osborne, Jr., Director; Dr. John F.X. Kna-

sas, Reader; Dr. Mirela Oliva, Reader; Dr. Mary Catherine Sommers, Reader; Dr. Joshua 

Hochschild (Dean, College of Liberal Arts, Mount St. Maryôs University), External Reader. 

 

David Arias, Rediscovering Nature: An Expositional Defense of the Thomistic Reasoning to Sub-

stantial Form and First Matter per "viam motus." David Arias successfully defended his dissertation 

on August 13 before the following board:  Dr. James Clarage (Department of Physics, UST), Chair; 

Dr. John F.X. Knasas, Director; Dr. John Hittinger, Reader; Dr. John Deely, Reader; Dr. Steven 

Baldner (Professor of Philosophy, St. Francis Xavier University), External Reader. 



§ Dissertations in Progress:§ Dissertations in Progress:  
 

Casey Edler, Thomas Aquinas and the Kalam Cosmological Argument (Dr. Knasas, Director, Dr. 

Houser and Dr. Martin). 
 

Joseph Hattrup, Substance and Predication in Aristotleôs Categories and Metaphysics (Dr. Houser, 

Director, Dr. Martin and Dr. Osborne). 
 

Todd Konkel, Aquinas and De Ente et Essentia ch. 4 and the Real Distinction (Dr. Osborne, Director, 

Dr. Houser and Dr. Martin). 
 

Sr. Anne Frances Ai Thuy Le, Nudus Sequens?: St. Thomas Aquinas on Poverty and Christian Per-

fection  (Dr. Sommers, Director, Dr. Martin and Dr. Jensen). 
 

Alexander Lynch, Reasonôs Relationship to the Passions (Dr. Houser, Director, Dr. Jensen and Dr. 

Martin). 
 

Jordan Olver, Bonum Nostrum: The Necessary Will for Happiness and Love of Others (Dr. Jensen, 

Director, Dr. Hittinger and Dr. Houser). 
 

Steven Pena, Onus Probandi: Ascertaining the Burden of Proof in Theistic Debate (Dr. Knasas, Direc-

tor, Dr. Sommers, Dr. Martin). 
 

Nathan Poage, Aristotle, Avicenna and Aquinas on the Subject and Principles of Metaphysics  (Dr. Houser, Di-

rector, Dr. Sommers, Dr. McGinnis-Professor of Philosophy, University of Missouri) . 
 

Nelson, Ramirez, Contemporary Thomistic Problems on Aquinasô Understanding of Truth (Dr. Knasas, 

Director, Dr. Houser and Dr. Jensen). 
 

Aaron Somerville, Arguments for the Final End of Man in Aristotle and St. Thomas Aquinas (Dr. Os-

borne, Director, Dr. Houser and Dr. Jensen). 
 

Stephen Sparks, The Indispensability of the Sign and the Scope of Semiosis: Exploring the Doctrinal 

Foundations of Semiotics, A Comparative Study of the Sign-Theory of John Poinsot and Charles S. 

Peirce   (Dr. Deely, Director, Dr. Hittinger and Dr. Osborne). 
 

Scott Sullivan, Ex Nihilo Nihil Fit : A Defense of the Principle of Sufficient Reason (Dr. Knasas, Direc-

tor, Dr. Houser and Dr. Martin). 
 

Jeffrey Zents, Abstractive Thomism and the Pyrrhonian Skeptical Tradition (Dr. Martin, Director, Dr. 

Knasas, Dr. Osborne). 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING ACHIEVEMENTS  

 

§ PhD Degree Awarded§ PhD Degree Awarded::   
 
 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

Dr. Domenic D'Ettore 



§MA Degrees Awarded§MA Degrees Awarded::   
  

John Boyer, Brian A. Kemple, Eric A. Mabry, and John Skalko  

  

§ Successful completion of Comps§ Successful completion of Comps::   
 

Brian A. Kemple (M.A.); John Skalko (M.A.); Issac A. Block (Ph.D.); James Capehart (Ph.D.); Jessica  

Jacobs Caruthers (Ph.D.); Daniel DeHaan (Ph.D.); Charles Robertson (Ph.D.) 

  

  

  

Student Activities and AwardsStudent Activities and Awards   

  

§ James Capehart 
 
 

Mr. Capehartôs presented his paper ñIncarnate Spirit: Proper Thomistic Definition of the 

Human Being or Merely a Description of the Human Soul?ò at the 35th Annual Interna-

tional Meeting of the American Maritain Association , St. Maryôs College Notre Dame, 

South Bend, IN, October 13-15, 2011. 
 

His paper, "The Fourth Way ï Making Sense of the Argument from Gradation," was 

accepted for presentation at the 36th Annual American Maritain Association Confer-

ence, October 11-13, 2012, in Philadelphia, PA.  

 

 

§ Daniel D. De Haan 
 

 

Mr. DeHaan was awarded the American Maritain Association, Yves R. Simon Institute 

Graduate Student Award, for his paper, ñSensation and Intentions in the Medium: Yves 

Simon, Thomistic Transcendentals, and James Gibsonôs Ambient Energyò as well as the 

Metaphysical Society of America, Aristotle Prize, for his paper, ñAvicennaôs Healing 

and the Metaphysics of Being and Truth.ò  He also received an award from the Frederick 

E. Crowe Bursary,  at the Lonergan Research Institute, Regis College, University of To-

ronto which will support his study of Lonergan.  Mr. DeHaan was recognized in Whoôs 

Who Among Students in American Universities & Colleges. 
 

Mr. DeHaan has published two articles this yearðñLinguistic Apprehension as Incidental Sensation in 

Thomas Aquinasò Proceedings of the American Catholic Philosophical Association: Philosophy and 

Language, Vol. 84, (2011): 179-196ðand ñThomistic Hylomorphism, Self-Determination, Neuro-

plasticity, and Grace: The Case of Addiction.ò Proceedings of the American Catholic Philosophical 

Association: Science, Reason, and Religion, Vol. 85, (2012): 99-120. 
 

He made the following presentations: 
 

ñAquinasôs Avicennian Quasi Definitio Substantiaò for a session sponsored by the Aquinas and óthe  

      Arabs,ô at the 12th International Congress of Medieval Philosophy: ñPleasures of Knowledge,ò So-

ci®t® Internationale pour lôEtude de la Philosophie M®di®vale (SIEPM), Freising-Munich, Ger-

many, August 20-25, 2012. 
 

ñDelectatio, Gaudium, Fruitio: Three Kinds of Pleasure for Three Kinds of Knowledge in Thomas 

Aquinas,ò 12th International Congress of Medieval Philosophy: ñPleasures of Knowledge,ò Société 

Internationale pour l'Etude de la Philosophie Médiévale (SIEPM), Freising-Munich, Germany, Au-

gust, 20-25, 2012. 
 



ñHic homo intelligit: Deborah Black, Bernard Lonergan, and Aquinasôs critique of Averroes,ò at the 

ñSubjectivity, Selfhood and Agency in the Arabic and Latin Traditions Conference,ò organized by 

the Universities of Uppsala and Jyväskylä, hosted by Uppsala University, Uppsala, Sweden, August 

15-18, 2012. 
 

ñMental Causation, Acting Persons, and Self-Determination in a Thomistic Hylomorphic Anthropologyò 

at the summer seminar, ñMinds: Human and Divine ï Explorations at the Interface Between Phi-

losophy of Mind and Philosophy of Religionò John Templeton Foundation and the Munich School 

of Philosophy, Institute for Philosophy of Religion, Munich, Germany, July 26 - August 9, 2012. 
 

ñEns Per Se Non Est Definitio Substantiae: Avicenna, Aquinas, and the Aristotelian Doctrine of Beingò 

48th International Congress on Medieval Studies, Session on ñMetaphysicsò, Sponsored by the Cen-

ter for Thomistic Studies, at Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Michigan, May 10-13, 2012. 
 

ñThe Moment of Free-Choice: Addiction and Akrasiaò Annual HBU Philosophy Conference, ñDivine 

and Human Action: Agency and Action in Philosophy and Theology,ò Houston Baptist University, 

Houston, TX, March 30-31, 2012. 
 

ñAvicennaôs Healing and the Metaphysics of Being and Truthò 63rd Annual Meeting of the Metaphysi-

cal Society of America, University of Georgia, Athens, GA, March 11-12, 2012. 
 

ñThomistic Hylomorphism, Self-Determination, and Neuroplasticity: The Case of Addiction.ò ACPA 

contributed papers, 85th Annual Meeting of the American Catholic Philosophical Association, St. 

Louis University, St. Louis, MO, October 28-30, 2011. 
 

ñWhere Does Avicenna Demonstrate the Existence of God?ò Aquinas and óthe Arabsô International 

Working Group, ñPhilosophy in the Abrahamic Traditionsò Co-Sponsored by Société Internationale 

pour l'Etude de la Philosophie Médiévale (SIEPM), Satellite Session at the American Catholic Phi-

losophical Association 85th Annual Meeting, St. Louis University, St. Louis, MO, October 28-30, 

2011. 
 

ñCauses of Nature and Causes of Existence: Avicennaôs Innovations on the Nature of Aristotelian Effi-

cient Causalityò 36th International Patristic, Medieval, and Renaissance Conference, Villanova Uni-

versity, Villanova, PA, October 21-23, 2011. 
 

ñSensation and Intentions in the Medium: Yves Simon, Thomistic Transcendentals, and James Gibsonôs 

Ambient Energyò 35th Annual International Meeting of the American Maritain Association, St. 

Maryôs College Notre Dame, South Bend, IN, October 13-15, 2011. 
 

ñLonerganôs Insight into Aquinasô Account of Self-Cognition in De Veritate 10. 8ò 3rd Annual Lonergan 

on the Edge Graduate Student Conference, Lonergan Society, Marquette University, September 16-

17, 2011. 
 

ñDysordered Acquired Appetites and the Ratio of Addiction: A Thomistic Analysisò Center for Thomis-

tic Studies Colloquium Series, University of St. Thomas, September 1, 2011. 
 

Mr. DeHaan participated in the following summer workshops: 
 

ñMinds: Human and Divine ï Explorations at the Interface Between Philosophy of Mind and Philosophy 

of Religion.ò Funded by the John-Templeton Foundation, co-sponsored by the Universities of Inns-

bruck and Frankfurt, and hosted by the Munich School of Philosophy, Institute for Philosophy of 

Religion, Munich, Germany, July 26, 2012 - August 9, 2012. 
 

The Second Annual Philosophy Workshop: ñThomas Aquinas & the Mind/Body.ò Co-sponsored by The 

Catholic and Dominican Institute at the Mount and The Thomistic Institute at the Dominican House 

of Studies in Washington, D.C., hosted by Mount Saint Maryôs College, NY, June 21ï24, 2012. 
 

Aquinas Studium, ñOriginal Sin in Aquinasôs de Malo qq. 4-5,ò Organized by Gilles Mongeau, S.J., Re-

gis College, University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada, May 28th to June 1st, 2012. 
 



Ä Domenic DôEttore 

 
Domenic DôEttore delivered his paper ñThe Thomism of Capreolusô Doctrine of Con-

cepts in Analogyò to the 35th Annual International Meeting of the American Maritain 

Association at St. Maryôs College Notre Dame, South Bend, IN on October 13-15, 

2011. 

 

 

 

 

§ Lowell Davis 
 
 

Lowell A. Davis is preparing for the comprehesive doctoral exams to be given in April 

of 2013. Additionally, he is the founder and director of St. Basil's School of Gregorian 

Chant, and serves as chair of the Chant section of the National Pastoral Musicians of 

America. Mr. Davis lectures on Chant and directs a chant schola. 

 

 

 

 

§ Carol Gardosik 
 
 

On March 9, Ph.D. student Carol Gardosik attended the Symposium on Women in Phi-  

losophy at Rice University. On May 5 and 6, she presented a paper on ñThinking 

through Aristotle in Clackmannanshire, Scotland, and Huntsville, Texasò at the 
Stephen L. Weber Graduate Conference in Ethics, held at San Diego State University.  

 

 
 

 

§ Brian Jones 
 

Mr. Jones (MA in Theology), M.A. student in Philosophy, taught the Dominican Sisters 

in Houston in the spring of 2012. The class was entitled Philosophical and Theological 

Anthropology. He published or prepared for publication the following articles: 
 

"Transcendence and the Limits of Politics" published in Homiletic and Pastoral Review   

on March 15, 2012. This same piece was also published on March 17 in the Catholic 

World Report. 
 

"On Cultivating the Mind that is Catholic" for Catholic World Report in August 2012. 
 

"Acting Reasonable: Democracy, Authority, and Natural Rights in the Works of Jacques Maritain" was 

published in the May 2012 edition of the Social Justice Review Journal and in the December 2011 

edition of Homiletic and Pastoral Review. 
 

"Participatio Actuosa: Active Participation and Vatican II" will be published in December 2012 edition  
       of Homiletic and Pastoral Review, and is also forthcoming in the Social Justice Review Journal. 
 

"The Scandal of Philosophy: Demonstrating God's Existence in Thomistic Natural Theology" will be 

published sometime in 2012 in the New Blackfriars Journal at Oxford.  


