The Center for Thomistic Studies
University of St. Thomas
Houston, TX

History of the Center
1975-2012

1975-1978
Founding of the Center
The Center for Thomistic Studies was founded in
1975 at the University of St. Thomas, a Catholic
University founded by members of the Congregation
of St. Basil and located in the Diocese of GalvestonHouston.
English-speaking Basilians in North
America have long been connected with fostering the
study of Aquinas, most prominently by founding,
along with Etienne Gilson, the Pontifical Institute of
Mediaeval Studies at the University of Toronto in
1929. In 1976, at the request of the Center’s principal
founder, Fr. Victor B. Brezik, CSB, Professor Anton
C. Pegis, formerly president of the Institute of
Mediaeval Studies at Toronto, accepted the position
of Director of the Center. His was the responsibility
for designing the program, acquiring a suitable
faculty, and supervising the accumulation of library
resources.

Fr. Brezik, Jacques Maritain, and Fr. Sullivan

The Vision of Dr. Pegis:
“Some fifty years ago, Catholic universities were teaching philosophy with a dogmatic
dedication to truth, to St. Thomas Aquinas and to the guidance of theology. The dominant aim
was to teach philosophical truth ‘according to the mind of St. Thomas Aquinas.’ Since St.
Thomas was a theologian, this attitude in time raised a question. What, then, was the difference
between teaching theology and teaching philosophy? Philosophy was a free intellectual inquiry,
it was argued, and could not be taught dogmatically as theology was. Mainly after the Second
World War, the dogmatic teaching of philosophy was succeeded, partly under the pressure of
criticism (both hostile and benign) and partly under the influence of a new generation of teachers
(coming to Catholic departments of philosophy from many
intellectual climates) with a more pluralistic attitude toward the
teaching of philosophy. The question today is: if dogmatism tends
to stifle inquiry, does not pluralism tend to obscure truth? The
question is a serious one, particularly for the health and direction
of a new graduate school of philosophy that is anxious, within its
Catholic setting, to profit from the experiences of its predecessors.
“Philosophy, wherever it is taught, is a free intellectual
inquiry, open and unafraid of the search for truth. But does this
free inquiry mean that men cannot find the truth except
provisionally and tentatively, or does it mean that man’s
intellectual life is itself an inquiry, and that he can discover truth
slowly, with effort and amid many adventures? Espousing the

latter view, the present writer [Pegis] believes in philosophical inquiry rather than in
philosophical dogmatism, but in an inquiry that is headed toward truth, and that finds in truth both
freedom and an impulse toward further inquiry. I believe that such an attitude toward
philosophical truth is teachable and that it has in St. Thomas Aquinas its greatest master. Here
the hazards and the opportunities begin. I can say for myself that I accept St. Thomas as my
philosophical teacher for two reasons that are decisive for me as a Christian and as a teacher of
philosophy. The first is St. Thomas’ conception of the human intellect; the second is his
conception of the highest human activity of that intellect. St. Thomas believed that man’s
intellect could function properly only if it followed its own native light and principles. God, he
said, was the author of that intellect (and its principles) as much as he was the author of
revelation. This ought to mean that, even in the world of faith, the intellect can find nothing to
oppose its inner light. Men, certainly, may act (and think) darkly and perversely; but this is what
they do with their light; it is not how their light itself shines. So St. Thomas believed, and this
faith is the charter of an open intellectualism within Christianity itself.”1

The Old Sullivan Hall

The Current Sullivan Hall
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From a 1976 memorandum written to Fr. Brezik, quoted by Vernon J. Bourke in “The New Center and
the Intellectualism of St. Thomas,” One Hundred Years of Thomism, 1979.

A Need Foreseen

1978-1979
One Hundred Years of Thomism:
Aeterni Patris and Afterwards
After Dr. Pegis’ sudden death in 1978, Professor Vernon J. Bourke accepted the position of
Interim Director from 1978-80. The official announcement of the opening of the Center occurred
in October of 1979 at a symposium to commemorate the 100th anniversary of Pope Leo XIII’s
encyclical, Aeterni Patris.
The symposium was comprised of papers given by distinguished scholars such as Armand
Maurer, CSB, Ralph McInerny, and Joseph Owens, CSsR, among others. The proceedings were
subsequently collected and published in 1981 with the title: One Hundred Years of Thomism.

From the Symposium’s Introduction:
Christian philosophy, particularly in the form of
Thomism, was given a strong impetus a century ago
when Pope Leo XIII issued his influential Encyclical
letter Aeterni Patris. The exact date was August 4,
1879. In time, the impact accelerated the incipient
Thomist renaissance of the nineteenth century into a
veritable movement of studies, critical editions and
publications mounting “like a mighty crescendo” which
turned Thomism into a leading philosophy of the day.
One need only mention undertakings like the Leonine
Commission for the publication of a critical edition of
the writings of St. Thomas Aquinas, centers of
Thomistic studies such as The Higher Institute of
Philosophy at Louvain, the Dominican school of
Saulchoir in France, the groups of French and Belgian
Jesuits inspired by St. Thomas, the Pontifical Institute of
Mediaeval Studies, and names of scholars like Mercier,
Grabmann, Gilson, Maritain and a host of others, as well
as the pervasion of Thomism in numerous Catholic
institutions of learning throughout the world, to realize
the immense growth of interest in and adherence to the
doctrine of St. Thomas that eventually resulted from the
firm recommendation made in Aeterni Patris one hundred years ago.
The centenary year of Aeterni Patris, however, leaves many questions seeking answers. Can
one still speak of an ongoing Thomistic movement today or has the movement come to a halt?
What happened to the Thomistic movement around the time of Vatican Council II and afterwards,
and why did it happen? Is the apparent decline of interest in Thomism a laudable and welcome
event or is it a deplorable loss? What are the prospects of a revival of interest in the doctrine of
St. Thomas and how viable would be an effort to rejuvenate a serious study of the philosophical
dimensions of his teaching as an acceptable outlook for the present time?

Program of the Symposium
“The Symposium commemorates the one hundredth anniversary of
the famous and influential Encyclical Letter Aeterni Patris of Pope
Leo XIII published August 4, 1879. Especially noteworthy about this
Encyclical is its proposal of St. Thomas Aquinas as the preeminent
model of teachers in Philosophy and Theology and the consequent
impetus it gave to the surge of Thomistic studies during the past
century. The Symposium will endeavor to assess the past and the
future importance of the study of St. Thomas Aquinas.”
Lecturers included Fr. Leonard E. Boyle, OP, Fr. Leo Sweeney, SJ, Fr.
Robert J. Henle, SJ, Fr. Armand Maurer, CSB, Fr. Joseph Owens,
CSsR, and Donald A. Gallagher. Fr. James A. Weishepl, OP served as
a commentator on Fr. Boyle’s paper.
Round Table discussions were presided over by Dr. Ralph McInerny
and Michael Bertram Crowe. Discussants included: Edward A.
Synan, Frederick D. Wilhelmsen, Sr. Mary T. Clark, and Jude
Dougherty.
George Bernard Cardinal Flahiff, CSB was the homilist at the
concelebrated mass.

Telegram from the Holy Father, 1979

“Holy Father has directed me to send greeting to University of Saint Thomas in Houston occasion
Symposium commemorating Centenary of Encyclical Aeterni Patris (stop). He invokes assistance of God
on University and its work of increasing knowledge and understanding in particular through its Thomistic
studies (stop). With prayers for success of announced Center for such studies His Holiness cordially
imparts Apostolic Blessing to participants Symposium.” ~ Cardinal Casaroli

The Appointment of Dr. Bourke as Director
“Dr. Vernon J. Bourke has been named
director for the development of the Center for
Thomistic Studies and graduate program in
philosophy at the University of St. Thomas,
Houston.
“Scheduled to open in the fall semester of
1980, the program was headed by Anton C.
Pegis before his death last May.
“The graduate program will start as a
master’s program and expand into a doctoral
program by 1982.
“Bourke, a graduate of St. Michael’s
College and the University of Toronto, has been
a professor at the University of St. Louis since
1931.
“He has received the Aquinas Medal of the
American Catholic Philosophy Association,
chaired the Catholic Commission on Cultural
and Intellectual Affairs and served as advisory
editor of Christian Wisdom Series of textbooks
for MacMillan Company.
“Bourke is a member of the American
Philosophical Association, the American
Catholic Philosophical Association, of which he
is a past president, and the World Union of
Catholic Philosophical Societies.
“He is the author of numerous books and articles in the field of philosophy and associate
editor of the ‘American Journal of Jurisprudence,’ ‘Speculum,’ and a contributor to the
‘Encyclopedia of Philosophy.’”

1980~Formal Opening of the Center
Graduate courses were first
offered in the fall semester of 1980.
By this time Fr. Ronald D. Lawler,
OFMCap had assumed directorship
of the Center.

Fr. Ronald D. Lawler,
O.F.M.Cap

The MA and PhD programs in
the Center for Thomistic Studies
received initial accreditation from
the Southern Association of College
and Schools in 1980 (MA) and 1982
(PhD).

Fr. Victor Brezik, CSB,
Founder

Cauldron Article on the Center’s Opening:

“To celebrate the formal opening of the Center for Thomistic Studies at UST, approximately 80
people gathered in Cullen Hall on Sunday, Nov. 2 at 3:30 pm for a series of speeches by a group
including the Center’s Director Fr. Ronald D. Lawler, O.F.M.Cap, and Former Director Prof. Vernon
Bourke, of St. Louis University (SLU) at St. Louis.
“On Nov. 4 at 11:10 am, Fr. Lawler also said a special Vocative Mass in honor of St. Thomas
Aquinas, the Center’s patron, in UST’s Student Chapel to mark the occasion.
“The Center’s offices will occupy a section of Sullivan Hall’s first floor, while the Hugh Roy
Marshall Graduate Philosophy Library, named for a UST alumnus will be housed in Doherty Library’s
basement.
“The speeches delivered at Cullen centered mainly on explaining plans for the new Center, such as its
graduate philosophy program and its work as a research center.
“Bishop John Morkovsky, DD, of the Houston-Galveston Diocese, opened the ceremonies with a
benediction, followed by Philosophy Department Chairman Fr. Brezik’s welcoming address.
“In his speech, Fr. Brezik said he hoped that the Center for Thomistic Studies would help to make St.
Thomas Aquinas’ philosophy more widespread. He also thanked Hugh Roy Marshall ‘for making an
impossible dream come true.’ It was Marshall’s donation in the spring of 1975 which formed the
foundation for the present Thomistic Center.
“After Fr. Brezik, UST President William Young, CSB took the podium to express his desire that
‘. . . the Center will accentuate the uniqueness of the University of St. Thomas.’ Young later labeled its
opening a significant event in the history of UST.
“Dr. Vernon Bourke, director of the Thomistic Center until Fr. Lawler’s appointment in August and a
Thomist philosopher with a professorship at SLU in St. Louis, spoke next, having come from St. Louis for
the occasion. Although no longer director, Dr. Bourke holds a post on the Center’s Advisory Board and
will remain as a Research Professor here.
“The keynote speaker, Fr. Lawler, delivered a 15-minute address laying down his own guide-lines for
the Center’s future. Before coming to UST, Fr. Lawler taught at Catholic University of America,

(Continued)
Washington, D.C. An ‘ardent Thomist,’ as described by Fr. Brezik, he formerly held the Dean of
Theology post at Josephinum, the Pontifical College, did his doctoral work at SLU, and his post-doctorate
at Oxford.
“In his speech, Fr. Lawler emphasized the fact that the new Center is one designed for the study of
Thomistic philosophy. Drawing on a lecture by Pope John Paul II, he said, ‘Many philosophies of
modern times have grown old quickly, and become weary, because (men) . . .had lost hope of finding
ways to grasp what truly is and what is truly good . . . Thomism (however) has remained young over the
centuries, and is continually being renewed in its spirit . . .’
“Fr. Lawler also called Thomism a philosophy which builds bridges between other contemporary
philosophies.
“Concerning future plans for the new institute, he stated, ‘We plan not merely to have an excellent
graduate program, but also to be an institute in which there can be advanced research into those issues that
are of greatest human importance in our own day . . .’
“Fr. Lawler said that he expected to bring in many important thinkers to visit, lecture, and work here.
To make research productive, he also expressed his hope for a continued bolstering of the philosophy
library in Doherty and the provision of facilities to encourage effective research.
“The Center for Thomistic Studies has received both national and international attention in its brief
life. According to Fr. Lawler, a speaker at the International Thomistic Congress in Rome this past
September, scholars from around the world expressed interest in UST’s new philosophical institute.
“Fr. Brezik stated that some U.S., Canadian, and European philosophers have also shown interest in
it.
“With the creation of the Hugh Roy Marshall Library in 1975, the graduate philosophy department
had its informal initiation. Up to that time, the University had been interested in starting one, but could
not afford it, Fr. Brezik stated. The library presently houses 3,047 volumes.
“After the speeches had been delivered in Cullen, Bishop Morkovsky invoked a blessing on the new
Center. When the ceremony ended at 4:30 pm, Fr. Brezik invited all guests to a reception in the Doherty
Basement, with wine and cheese served. The guests also received the chance to tour the Hugh Roy
Marshall Library and the Center for Thomistic Studies’ offices in Sullivan.
“In attendance at the Center’s formal opening as special guest was Retired Bishop Wendelin J. Nold,
DD, of the Houston-Galveston Diocese.

Faculty, Students, and Staff-The First Center for Thomistic Studies Class

Back Row: Greg Coulter, Secretary, Mary Hayden, Meg Romano, Steve Johnson, Jean Kitchel,
Doug Flippen, Joe Graham, Theresa Corrigan, Ed Macierowski; Front row: Fr. Lawler, Fr. Keon,
Joe Boyle, Pat Lee, Oscar Brown, and Fr. Brezik

Fr. Brezik and Fr. Kennedy hood Greg Coulter while Andrew Sondag waits his turn at the first
MA graduation of the Center.

1975

2011
Directors of
The Center for Thomistic Studies

1975

Anton C. Pegis

1978

Vernon J. Bourke

1980

Ronald Lawler, OFM Cap

1982

Leonard Kennedy, CSB

1987

Thomas Russman, OFM Cap

1996

Jerome Kramer

1998

Jack Gallagher, CSB

1999

Christopher Martin

2000

Daniel McInerny

2002

Mary Catherine Sommers

000

The Order of St. Thomas
To mark its 25th year, the Center for Thomistic Studies initiated the Order of St. Thomas, to
be awarded to persons who have testified to “the incomparable value of the philosophy of Saint
Thomas” (Fides et Ratio 5, §57) in their writings, teaching, philanthropy, or way of life. Each
recipient is presented with a medal bearing an image of Thomas Aquinas and the motto of the
Order, “Quantum Potes, Tantum Aude”: Dare to do all that you can.

2006

Avery Cardinal Dulles, Theologian
Mr. George Strake, Jr., Philanthropist

2007

The Scanlan Foundation

2008

Fr. Victor Brezik, CSB
Hugh Roy Marshall, UST Alumnus

2009

Fr. Leo Elders, SVD , Professor of Philosophy, Rolduc Seminary, The
Netherlands

2010

Most Reverend J. Michael Miller, CSB, Archbishop of Vancouver

2011

Fr. Robert Crooker, CSB
Michele Malloy, Chair, Board of Directors, UST
Peter Kreeft, Professor of Philosophy at Boston College

2013

Joseph M. McFadden, President Emeritus, University of St. Thomas

2015

Rémi Brague, Professor of Philosophy, The Université Panthéon-Sorbonne

2016

John Haldane, Professor of Philosophy and Director of the Centre for Ethics,
Philosophy and Public Affairs, University of St. Andrews
Mary Catherine Sommers, Professor of Philosophy, Former Center Director,
University of St. Thomas

1988-2015
PhD Graduates
1988

R. Mary Hayden Lemmons, Dissertation: “Love and the First Principles of St
Thomas’ Natural Law”

1989

Sr. Terese Auer, OSF, Dissertation: “The Apparent Antinomy of Divine Causality
and Human Free Choice”
Gregory Coulter, Dissertation: “Mind and Body in St. Thomas Aquinas: Some
Problems with Aquinas’ Notion that the Intellectual Principle Both Subsists and is
a Substantial Form”

1990

Jean William Rioux, Dissertation: “Aristotle, Aquinas and the Foundations of
Arithmetic”

1993

Austen Rockcastle, Dissertation: “St. Thomas Aquinas on the Nature and
Morality of Lying”
Karen Zedlick, Dissertation: “Contemplation, First Among Equals”

1997

Kevin Rickert, Dissertation: “The Starting Point of the Fifth Way”
Sherra Theissen, Dissertation: A Dialectical Analysis of the Intrasubjective
Relationship Between the Intellect and the Will in Hannah Arendt and Thomas
Aquinas”

1998

Robert Bunting, Dissertation: “Universals and Laws of Nature”
Edward Lyons, Dissertation: “Models of Intentional Action, Freedom and the
Possibility of Moral Responsibility”

1999

Joseph Magee, II, Dissertation: “Unmixing the Intellect: Aristotle on Cognitive
Powers and Bodily Organs”

2001

Keith Bower, Dissertation: “The Roots of Mathematics: An Informal
Foundationalist Approach”
Thomas McLaughlin, Dissertation: “The Aristotelian Definition of Motion and
the Principal of Inertia”

2004

Jinnam Yi, Dissertation: “Divine Command Theory and Natural Law Ethics in St.
Thomas Aquinas: Reply to the Euthyphro Question”

2007

Mark Barker, Dissertation: “The Cognitive Power: Objects and Terminology”

2007

Stephen Striby, Dissertation “Against the Principles of Nominalism”

2008

Benjamin Smith, Dissertation: “Thomas Aquinas on Politics and the Common
Good”
Andrea Messineo, Incommensurability in MacIntyre and Popper

2009

Anthony Crifasi, Dissertation: “The Philosophical Significance of Cartesian
Sensory Physiology”
Samuel Condic, Dissertation: “Hominization and Human Life: Toward a More
Integrated Understanding of Human Development”

2012

Dominic D’Ettore, Dissertation: “Early Thomists on Demonstration through
Analogous Terms”
David Arias, Dissertation: “Rediscovering Nature: An Exposition and Defense of
the Thomistic Reasoning to Substantial Form and First Matter per Viam Motus”

2013

Joseph P. Hattrup, Dissertation: “Form and Predicability in Aristotle's Categories
and the Middle Books of the Metaphysics

2014

Jordan M. Olver, Dissertation: “Bonum Nostrum: Eudaimonism and Love of
Others for Their Own Sake According to Thomas Aquinas”
Daniel De Haan, Dissertation: "Necessary Existence and the Doctrine of Being in
Avicenna's Metaphysics of the Healing: On the Function of the Fundamental
Scientific First Principles of Metaphysics"
Sr. Anne Frances Le, OP, Dissertation: “Nudus Sequens?: St. Thomas Aquinas on
Poverty and Christian Perfection”
Scott Sullivan, Dissertation: “Nihil Est Sine Ratione: A Defense of the Principle of
Sufficient Reason”

2015

Steven Edward Peña, Dissertation: “Onus Probandi: An Attempt to Locate the Burden
of Proof in the Existential Theistic Debate.

