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Joanne Romagni
On an Icy Adventure

J

oanne Romagni speaks poetically of the
profound silence of Antarctica, an expansive,
frozen frontier in hues of blue and white where
she and a dozen other research scientists spent
five life-changing weeks this past winter collecting biological samples of lichens to determine
how life creeps into being.
Yet the diary that the UST associate professor of
biology kept as her party meandered from one
sparsely populated outpost to another at the base
of the globe is spattered frequently with descriptions of sounds that were alien, at first, to her
urban ears. The squeaking and groaning, then
gunshot-like cracks that giant chunks of ice made
as they worked loose from the landscape, were
followed by sounds like thunder as they crashed
into the sea. The terrifying roar of gale-force winds
beat against a tent that could blow away any
second as Romagni burrowed farther down into
her sleeping bag and forced herself to sleep, knowing that the next day would be full of its own
exhaustion. The constant, soulful bellows of
elephant seals accompanied her waking hours in a
land of constant daylight – when it wasn’t storming.
The silence of which she writes in her diary is
the absence of cell phones and cell phone chatter.
It is the muting of all things mechanical, from
18-wheelers to air conditioners. Gone, too, were
the various human sounds of footsteps, snatches of
countless conversations, of comings and goings
that make up the usual auditory backdrop of
normal daily life.
Romagni speaks of the solitude she felt on the
trip, yet she was constantly around the other
scientists, eating, working and bunking together
in tight spaces on boats, in dorm-style lodging or
in tents they weighted down at the edges with
rocks to keep the wind from blowing them away
as they slept.
And although the invitation from the Spanish
government to perform research in Antarctica for
the University of Cadiz, Spain, where she is an
associate professor, is no doubt the pinnacle of her
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career, the sunburned, wind-burned Romagni
returned from the experience knowing her career
is hardly her first priority.
“The most important thing in life is your family
and your friends,” she says. “Career doesn’t matter,
politics doesn’t matter, if you don’t have them first
in your life.”
In fact, Romagni’s longtime boyfriend and chair
of UST’s math department, Michael Colvin,
proposed to her by email in early February during
the last leg of her stay there.
They celebrated with strawberries and cheese –
two of the foods she missed most on the trip –
upon her return. And, of course, they washed it
down with champagne.

“There will be more than
50 secondary metabolites
isolated. Each one is a project.
This will provide UST students
the opportunity to perform
their own independent research
and still be part of a large
international project.”
– Joanne Romagni
They were married in May. But the work of the
expedition continues to have far-reaching results.
Shortly after her wedding, Romagni began a
six-month sabbatical at the University of Cadiz,
which specializes in marine and nautical sciences,
during which she will study the samples she
collected in Antarctica.
“A lot of the stuff we did on the trip was
preliminary, because there wasn’t a lot of lab space
and equipment,” she says. “In Spain, we’ll be
doing more advanced work on the lichens we
collected.”

Creating a Culture for Innovation
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57th Commencement

Romagni plans to return to the frozen continent
next year to continue her study of lichens.
Lichens are symbiotic relationships between
algae, which provide photosynthesis, and fungi,
which defend the organism against being eaten by
insects.
She will focus on how lichens form and on their
molecular makeup. Results of her research could
indicate how ecosystems establish themselves to
support more complicated life forms.
“When glaciers recede, all you’re left with is soil
and bare rocks,” she says. “We are looking at what
moves in first and how it sets up an ecosystem.
Specifically, how does an ecosystem establish itself
in a place like Antarctica?”
Romagni is also analyzing the secondary metabolites, or organic compounds not directly involved
in an organism’s growth and reproduction but
which have complementary functions, that can be
derived from the lichen samples she took on the
trip. These could contain nutrients that stunt
algae growth, protect organisms from ultra-violet
light or serve as built-in defense mechanisms.
“In these new lakes that are formed (as glaciers
melt), lichens leach these things into the lakes, and
we are looking at how they affect the growth of
organisms,” Romagni says. “We are also measuring
changes in them and how they change over time.”
And she will bring Antarctica to her classrooms
at UST when she returns from Spain in
November, sharing her experiences and the results
of her research with undergraduate students in
biology and at the University Research
Symposium, which Romagni coordinates with
husband and other faculty.
Romagni, who is the 2007 recipient of the
Smith-Cullen Endowed Chair in Biology, is
currently working on a three-year grant through
the National Science Foundation to produce paid
internships for UST students to live and study at
the University of Cadiz, located on Spain’s southern Atlantic coast near the Strait of Gibraltar.
Romagni continues on page 7.
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CREATING a
CULTURE for
INNOVATION
Research Symposium and FAMfest
ROBERT
MAC ARTHUR
“The 27th”

KRISTEN ATTIE
“The Effects of
the Mass Media on
the Body Image”

SARAH CHISM

DAVID LANDRY

“Summon Up the
Remembrances
of Things Past”

“Straightedge
Down South”

2007 Research Symposium Facts
The purpose of the Undergraduate Research Committee is “to promote
student research by soliciting and screening projects, to conduct the
annual Research Symposium and to identify potential grant sources for
undergraduate research.” In recognition of its contribution to the enhancement of academic excellence, the Undergraduate Research Program has
been designated a Signature Program at UST. More than any other
academic undertaking, research encourages and cultivates critical thinking
skills. It teaches students, through practical experience, how to interpret
and apply the results of their inquiries. Students also learn which results are
relevant and which results are faulty. Students learn to approach all knowledge with a purposeful skepticism until they discover a result—the Truth.
• 105 oral presentations, a 23 percent increase from 2006
• 53 faculty mentors, a 15 percent increase from 2006
• 22 departments participated
• 17 graduate presenters, a 100 percent increase
• 47 poster presentations, a 15 percent increase
• 202 student presenters, a 17 percent increase
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T

his year’s Research Symposium title,
“Creating a Culture for Innovation,”
captured UST’s long-standing focus on
undergraduate research. People often distinguish
between innovation and creativity. Creativity
refers to individual acts of coming up with new
ideas. Innovation concerns the larger system of an
organization that supports the individual process
of generating new ideas and transforming them
into viable services, products or practices. Thus,
creativity is the micro, and innovation is the
macro.
In my view, creativity is problem solving that
relies on past solutions, usually from the same
field– sometimes from another– by people who
acquire substantial expertise in their field and
who want to be great. UST fosters creativity by
giving students an understanding of past solutions,
deep expertise and a desire to do great things. A
glance at the program of the UST Research
Symposium shows that many departments give
students the background, expertise and motivation to do impressive work. How do they do it?
First, creativity-enhancing departments give
students thorough training in their disciplines,
including professional methodologies. By teaching
classic problems and the methods that helped
solve them, faculty members share with students
the richest legacies of their fields. Usually, these
lessons occur in graduate school, but, at UST,
faculty share them with undergraduates.
Second, UST’s student-centered faculty offer
students the chance to pursue their interests.
These interests are the motivational fuel that
pushes students toward ambitious goals. UST’s
creativity-enhancing departments provide individualized education, primarily through advising and
educational experiences that help students find
the courses, research and internship experiences
that develop their unique interests. In undergraduate research, students enjoy the rich experience
of connecting the classroom to their discipline’s
real problems. The growing number of departments requiring capstone courses attests to the
importance that faculty members place on
undergraduate research.
UST’s core curriculum supports creativity by
adding the problem-solving methods of other
disciplines to those of the major. Rapid growth in
many disciplines, especially the natural, behavioral and social sciences, demands greater
specialization. UST’s challenge is to balance the
demands of the disciplines for more coursework
against its extensive core. To enhance creativity,
we need to keep the UST core broad but not too
deep in any area, and focus on classic problems
and methods to reach their solutions.
UST’s innovation systems are powered by
faculty and administrators, primarily through the
Undergraduate Research Committee (URC).
UST’s presidents (McFadden, Miller, Ivany),
VPAAs (Miller, Williames, Geisinger, Hittinger),
Dean Kramer and the Honors program (Sommers
and Hall) worked to increase the funds for
supporting student researchers and their faculty
supervisors. As a result, the Research Symposium
has grown from an average of 25 students in
1995-99 to 200 students in 2007.
The Research Symposium and FAMfest have
grown through the vision and efforts of URC
chairs such as Maury Harris, Ruth Ann Bagnall,
Don Frohlich, Rosie Rosell, Ravi Srinivas, Tom
Malloy, Michael Colvin and Joanne Romagni. In
addition, many URC members have helped spread
undergraduate research across the campus. Each
year, faculty members from diverse disciplines join
the URC and plan an impressive array of presentations, events, food and drink. Support for the
event comes from all segments of the campus
community. Even more impressive are the
students who provide the entertainment, intellectual and otherwise, that make FAMfest the best
evidence of UST’s culture for innovation.
– Carl Scott
Associate Professor and Chair of Psychology
University of St. Thomas
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Kristen Attie

Robert MacArthur

"The Effects of
the Mass Media on
the Body Image"

"The 27th"

The effects of the mass
media on body image
using Leon Festinger’s social comparison theory
were investigated. Festinger’s theory asserts that
humans engage in social comparison to evaluate
their own opinions and abilities. Past studies
also confirmed that individuals evaluate their
appearance using the same method. One investigation found that females were more likely to
evaluate their appearance by comparing themselves to a universalistic target, such as the ideal
female body type portrayed so often in many
forms of mass media. Moreover, those females
who did so were generally less satisfied with
their appearance. Additional studies that tested
the effects of TV and other forms of media
consumption on the body image of adolescent
females were included as well. These studies
revealed startling statistics about the dwindling
size of female models and the increase of eating
disorders in general. Finally, the film “The Devil
Wears Prada” was examined as a case in
point–how unrealistic standards imposed on
women by the fashion industry and mass media
can affect the body image of adolescent females.

David Landry
“Straightedge Down
South”

In this video documentary, “Straightedge Down
South: Underground
Counterculture in
Houston, TX,” I seek to examine the straightedge ideology that rejects drugs and alcohol and
promotes living by one’s own rules and standards
rather than popular society’s. I interviewed
people who consider themselves to be a part of
the counterculture and also observed historical
documentation such as musical venues and
performances by hardcore/straightedge musicians.
The purpose and intent of this documentary are
two-fold: to inform the audience of the musical,
political and social spheres of the counterculture,
and to dispel misconceptions about it. The documentary will be video-recorded and edited, and
at least a theatrical trailer for the film will be
presented at the Symposium.

“The University
“The 27th,” a 10-minute
play, depicts human
nature in modern society.
What is it that makes
someone really alive? What happens when that
something is gone? This play focuses on people
who lose something that is crucial to their identity and what they choose to do to get it back.
Students performed all aspects of the play–
its writing, directing and acting. They also
designed the lighting and the set with the support
of the Drama Program.

Sarah Chism
“Summon Up the
Remembrances of
Things Past”

Most interpret the
ending of Walker Percy’s
novel “Summon Up the
Remembrances of Things Past” as metaphorical
representation of Christ’s second coming.
Coincidentally, the novel ends where life
begins–at least in a Christian point of view. But
thinking of the novel as a metaphor of Christ’s
second coming is to misinterpret the title. One
needs only to examine the Christian idea of the
second coming, not as an actual moment in time
but rather a process that has begun but is not yet
fulfilled. The word “coming” itself means drawing
near, approaching; something to come in the
future. Reading the novel in light of the title
implies that Percy’s focus is not on narrator Will
Barrett’s moment of conversion but, rather, on
some other aspect. Within the narration, subtle
hints suggest that the novel is Barrett’s recollection of his journey towards conversion after the
fact. This is not an uncommon feature in literature. Percy indirectly mimics this Augustinian
device of the memoir in “The Second Coming,”
using the main character to also act as narrator
while never clearly stating that they are in fact
the same person. Percy achieves this by writing
the novel as a first-person account in a thirdperson voice. Accordingly, the title phrase “The
Second Coming” actually refers to Will Barrett’s
process of recollection. As narrator, Will is
coming back for a second time by process of recollection as a narrator to the events that brought
him to his moment of conversion.

Research Symposium
is itself a sign of
innovation at the
University of St.
Thomas. Thanks to
the efforts of many
current and past
faculty, the
Symposium has
enjoyed 14 successful

2007 Research Symposium & FAMfest
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years. The Symposium
has become a
dynamic opportunity
for students to
showcase their
academic skills and
intellectual curiosity
to the entire
University and
Houston community.
The Symposium
has matured into
a first-rate display
of intellectual
achievement. The
University of St.
Thomas is proud
to sponsor this
event, and we enjoy
seeing the fruits
of the outstanding
education in liberal
arts and sciences
we offer.”
–Dr. John Hittinger

Vice President for Academic Affairs
University of St. Thomas
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Graduation 2007
Texas Solicitor General

Ted Cruz delivered

the University’s

E D U C AT I N G L E A D E R S O F F A I T H A N D C H A R A C T E R

Ana-Maria Lafuente had two goals
when she was looking at different
undergraduate programs: to study
abroad and to major in international studies. Both goals took her
to UST.
The stellar Study Abroad
Program in the Center for
International Studies that enabled
her to study for a semester in Italy
and a semester in France in 2005
inspired her to go to graduate

school and specialize in international law.
And she’ll do just that this fall in
the nation’s capital at the
American University Washington
College of Law, where the international law program is ranked No. 7
nationally by U.S. News & World
Report. She plans to specialize in
international law and work in the
private sector, conducting business
transactions. But, more importantly

Past chair of UST's board of directors and longtime friend and
benefactor of the University,
Patrick Moran, received an
honorary degree at the 2007 UST
Commencement.
“When I got the call from
current board chair Gloria Portela
and she told me that I would
receive an honorary doctorate
from UST, I thought it was a
joke,” he said. Moran is president
of Moran Resources Company,

LLC, as well as the Texas Gas
Company and affiliates engaged
in oil and gas exploration and
production in Texas, Louisiana
and Canada. He holds a doctorate
of jurisprudence from Georgetown
University Law Center in
Washington, D.C.
Moran was chair of the UST
board of directors from 20022006. “Having the opportunity to
be part of UST’s development was
a great reward for me,” he said.

to her, she’ll be able to do pro
bono work on the side, representing victims of human trafficking.
“I want to help people, but
that doesn’t really mean anything
unless you have the tools first,”
Lafuente said.
“Victims of human trafficking
are unseen victims. You can find
victims of war and famine and
point your finger at them,” she
said. “But victims of human

“She was one of the more
outstanding students in terms of
understanding all the concepts
about culture. I predict that
she will become a leader among
her peers.”
–Dr. Linda Pett-Conklin

trafficking are hidden away, and
it is harder to help them.”
While she was studying abroad,
she focused on the history and
workings of the European Union,
the idea of breaking down trade
barriers, how laws work and who
makes them.
She realized that through law
she would be able to effect real
change and do her part to stop
human trafficking.

Gathering Tools for Social Justice
57th Commencement

address, titled “Passion

and Idealism: Finding

Your Dream and Making

a Difference.” The

ceremony highlighted

The story has been passed down in
the family since sometime in the
1820s. UST senior Sarah Clarke’s
great-great-grandmother was a
young slave in Jamaica who bore
the son of her slave master.
The baby’s skin was white, and
the slave master took him from his
mother, leaving her to grieve. She
spent almost the rest of her life
looking for him and finally showed
up on his doorstep when he was in
his 30s, introducing herself as his

354 undergraduates and

382 post graduates,

Saturday, May 19,

enjoyed the UST community
and Board well beyond any
benefit I had given to it.”
– Pat Moran

“At UST idealism is cherished
and cultivated. It is an oasis
where we still believe, not that
the world is perfect but that step
by step we can make it better.”
– Sarah Clarke

mother. He sent her away, Clarke
says, and it was the last anyone
ever heard of her.
Clarke carries this sad story in
her heart. But she uses it as a
jumping-off point for the joy and
hope that bubble over when she
talks about her family, her education at UST and her ambitious
plans for the future.
“It’s a tremendous honor and
responsibility – I’ve had opportunities they could never dream of,”

said the 23-year-old Houston
native, who was the student
commencement speaker and will
head to Harvard Law School this
fall.
“It’s just amazing coming from
this kind of background that I can
get where I am today,” she said.
Clarke, a joint major in
communication and international
studies, used the event to discuss
hope, because hope is what
brought her family here; hope

helped her father pursue a
successful career in software; and
hope is what she found at UST.
“Faith and charity you hear a
lot about, but not so much hope.
Here at St. Thomas, it’s the
subtext of every lesson.”
She recently returned from a
brief trip to Harvard, where she
sat in on a criminal law class. “I
knew they wouldn’t call on me,
but I felt as if I could answer if
they did,” she said.

Clarke Raises Hope Before Heading to Harvard
Laurence Payne ’72, a champion
for social justice issues, received
the Vincent J. Guinan, CSB,
Alumni of the Year Award at
commencement.
Payne is the president and
CEO of The Educational
Excellence Resource Group, a
management consulting firm. He
is the former president and CEO
of SEARCH, a nonprofit organization dedicated to getting
homeless people off the streets

This year’s student

speaker was

international studies

and communication

major Sarah Clarke.

I feel I have learned from and

Moran Receives Honorary Degree

the achievements of

at Reliant Arena.

“The honor is unexpected.

and into jobs and affordable housing. He was also president and
CEO of Houston Habitat for
Humanity, America’s leader in the
building of affordable housing.
During his tenure he increased
home production threefold.
Payne earned a B.A. in theology with a minor in sociology. He
also pursued graduate studies in
theology at Seabury-Western
Theological Seminary in
Evanston, Ill.

“UST and the Basilian Fathers
help to lay the foundation for
my life’s journey of being a
servant leader and my
commitment to social justice.”
– Larry Payne

Payne Recognized as Distinguished Alumni
On that September morning in
2005 when Hurricane Rita was
headed to Houston, Nicole
Hawbaker showed up at the
chemistry lab as usual–one hour
before classes were officially
canceled. UST was a ghost town,
except for one other person.
“I thought it was hilarious, just
me and a security guard,” the 23year-old graduate in chemistry said.
She quickly turned off all of
the lab’s equipment and made her
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way back home to west Houston,
still chuckling.
“That doesn’t surprise me,”
said Dr. Thomas Malloy, who
taught Hawbaker off and on
during her five years at UST,
hired her as a teaching assistant
in physical chemistry lab and
worked with her on community
outreach events as the advisor to
UST’s student affiliate of the
American Chemistry Society.
Her infectious enthusiasm and

passion for chemistry made
Hawbaker stand out early among
her fellow students. And she
never turned down a volunteer
community outreach event for
the chemistry society in which
students conducted science
demonstrations at area elementary schools, Malloy said.
Her success will no doubt
continue at Texas A&M, where
she will attend as a graduate
student in the Ph.D. program in

chemistry. Hawbaker received a
full scholarship to Texas A&M
that covers tuition, fees and lab
costs, plus a paid $25,000
fellowship.
At Malloy’s urging, she looked
into Texas A&M’s graduate
program in chemistry, and she’s
excited about furthering her
studies. “She’ll do very well
there,” Malloy said. “She gets
the faculty enthused and any
students she’s around.”

“Nicole’s strongest points
are her enthusiasm and her
positive attitude. Her first
reaction to anything is
to smile.”
-Dr. Thomas Malloy

Texas Solicitor General Ted Cruz
Addresses Spring Commencement
Texas Solicitor General Ted Cruz spoke about following
dreams and making a difference during his address at the 2007
University of St. Thomas commencement ceremony.
“One of the great blessings of youth is all of us are filled with
grand dreams of the future. And there is an easy tendency as
you move forward in life to let the fervency of those dreams
dissipate,” Cruz said to the Class of ’07. “The dream and
passions you have now… hold on to them and never let them
go. Don’t let go of your imagination, because your imagination
will enable you to achieve great things.”
Cruz was raised in Texas
and attended Princeton
University and Harvard
Law School. He authored
more than 30 U.S.
Supreme Court briefs and
presented 18 oral arguments, including three to
Ted Cruz with Fr. Patrick Braden the U.S. Supreme Court.
Throughout his address
at Reliant Arena, Cruz cited quotes from iconic figures such as
Winston Churchill, Theodore Roosevelt and Albert Einstein.
For Robert Kennedy (“There are those who look at things the
way they are, and ask why...I dream of things that never were,
and ask why not?”), he delivered the line with a pronounced
New England accent, so convincing that it earned cheers. He
outlined his talk with four principles, with “dream big” and
“make a difference” being the first two.
“As you are dreaming, as you are living your life, it is very
easy to focus on material success. It is very easy to focus on
acquiring wealth,” he said. “But at the end of the day, none of
those are your legacy. The legacy you will leave on this planet
will be singularly comprised of the people whose lives you have
touched and changed.
“And so don’t forget to do good while you are doing well. It’s
all fine to achieve material success, but leave a legacy in the
lives of others.”
Standing up for one’s beliefs led
“Don’t let go of your
to Cruz’s third principle, “understand others,” where he discussed
imagination, because
tolerance regarding the differing
your imagination
viewpoints in all individuals. “All
will enable you
of us have passions. It is very easy
to think that those who agree with
to achieve
us are obviously right and everyone
great things.”
else is either foolish or evil. But
that’s just not the case,” he said.
“We live in a pluralistic democracy, a society where people have
passionate views of opposite sides. What I would urge you to do
is get to know those people who passionately disagree with you
and understand why people of good morals, people who care
about making a difference in the world…who are intelligent,
sensitive and real…might believe such a thing. Not only is
that the price of democracy, it is also the key to being effective.
The only way in life you will convince others of those
principles is to understand at a very real level why someone
might disagree so you can speak to them about the concerns
they have. You can learn a great deal from those who
disagree with you.”
Lastly, Cruz urged the graduates to find mentors. He credits
Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott and the late U.S. Chief
Justice William Rehnquist, whom he served as a law clerk, for
being great inspirations for him. “None of us make this journey
alone. We all have been blessed to have friends and family to
get us to this point. For the rest of your life, learning never
ends,” he said. “Learn qualities and characteristics that you
admire. Find people whom you respect, whom you admire, and
pay attention to the qualities and characteristics they embody.”
Nobody embodies those qualities or traits for Cruz more than
his own father, a Cuban refugee who fought in the Revolution
as a 14-year-old soldier and was even briefly imprisoned during
that time. Cruz’ father came to Texas to attend the University
of Texas in Austin and originally found work as a dishwasher.
“The extraordinary thing about America is that his story is
by no means unique. In fact, it is commonplace,” Cruz said.
“We are a nation of immigrants. The one unifying theme
among all of our people is that somewhere somebody – be it
ourselves, our parents, grandparents – was crazy enough to leave
everything behind and come and pursue their dreams. That’s
what defines who we are as a people.”
By Jonah Dycus. Reprinted with permission of the Texas Catholic Herald.
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Planned Giving
for the Common Good

Sr. Maura Behrenfeld, FSE, Martha Wong, Marianne Ivany and luncheon guests

2006-2007 PLANNED GIVING
ADVISORY GROUP
Hub Hawthorn, CPA, CFP®
Hubert F. Hawthorn, P. C.

Leslie Amann, JD
Sentinel Trust Company

Marilyn Arendt
Marilyn Arendt Properties

Margaret May Damen

A

ccording to the latest study from the
Center on Philanthropy at the University
of Indiana in Indianapolis, giving is on
the rise in the United States. The baby boomer
generation has certainly had a significant impact,
as well as the generation which preceded them.
Every seven seconds a baby boomer will celebrate
her or his 60th birthday, a trend that will continue
for the next 15 years. Boomers’ impact on giving
in the future will be significant. Diane Thornton,
UST’s director of Planned Giving, focuses on
guiding individuals who want to put their wealth
to work for common good.
Women who are entering a reflective time in
their lives are looking for venues to define, express
and preserve their values, passions,
hopes and dreams. “Each year we host a
Women and Philanthropy luncheon and
a workshop on philanthropic issues and
legacy planning,” Thornton said. This
year’s speaker was Margaret May
Damen, CFP®, CLU, ChFC of The
Institute for Women and Wealth in
Palm City, Fla., who gave a talk titled
“A Pebble in the Pond: The Life You
Lead is the Legacy You Leave.” More
than 100 women – community leaders,
board members, alumni and friends
attended the luncheon.
In addition to this effort, Thornton
offers other educational programming on planned
giving. At a recent event sponsored jointly with
The Monarch School, she hosted more than
500 people at two previews of the movie “The
Ultimate Gift.” The movie explores the question:

Michael Branda, CFP®, CLU, ChFC
Michael J. Branda & Associates

G. Michael Beduze, CFP®, ChFC, CLU
The Life Planning Group

Nicole Cao
Gloria Portela, Gracie Saenz, Claudia Vasquez

“What is the relationship between wealth and
happiness?”
“The movie tells a story about a grandfather’s
legacy gift to his grandson, which was far more
than money,” Thornton said. “His desire to teach
12 important values to the next generation is
captured in this film.”
Assisting Thornton is a planned giving advisory
group comprised of financial and legal service
professionals. “The Planned
Giving Advisory Group assists in
providing input on gift strategies,
methods of marketing the
program to the community, and
advisory members are ambassadors for building endowment.
“The biggest opportunity
that gift planning provides in
building endowment is to assure
excellence in education for
the University of St. Thomas,
Thornton said.
“For St. Thomas, endowment
income provides funding for
scholarships, endowed chairs and programs, which
will move us closer to our goal to become a great
Catholic university,” she said.
For more information on planned giving, call
713-942-5080 or at thorntd@stthom.edu.

Smith Barney

James Christ
Christ, Purcell & Taylor

Ken DeDominicis
University of St. Thomas

Lorraine Evans
Comerica Bank

Ramon Fernandez, CPA, CFP®, CMA, CIA
University of St. Thomas

Raul E. (Rauli) Garcia, CFP®
Paul Comstock & Company

Diane Gonzales, CFP®
Citigroup Family Office/The Novelli Group

Patrick A. Green
Green & Green, P.C

Alan K. Hamrick
Sterling Bank

Teresa Harris
Regions Bank

Jacqueline Ingram
Merrill Lynch

Thomas Jones, Jr.
McConnell & Jones, LLP

Honorable Otmar Kolber, JD
Consulate of Austria

Patrick Krause
First Mid America Investment Corp.

Connelly McGreevy
Goldman Sachs

Bernadine Miller
Retired, Tax and Accounting

Jerry Scroggins, JD
Fizer, Beck, Webster, Bentley & Scroggins

Paul Sofka, CLU, ChFC
Sagemark Consulting, Inc.

Online giving has come to UST!
www.stthom.edu/give_online
You can now give online through our secure Web site. Online gifts will receive an automatic e-mail
confirmation of the donation, and a printed receipt will follow. Several giving options are offered
on the secured Web site. By making a gift, you can help UST sustain quality academic programs.

Tiffany Singleton
JP Morgan Chase

Steve Strake
Salient Partners/Pinnacle Trust Co

Diane Thornton, CFP®
University of St. Thomas

Pamela Ngo Tranpark
Re/Max-Bellaire Uptown

Ed Tuffly, CPA

Support UST by making a gift online. It’s easy, fast and secure. The first 100 people who make an
online donation will receive a UST mousepad as a gift.
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Retired, Sr. VP Tax and Finance

Mary Beth Woehler
The Foundation for Financial Literacy
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Romagni continued.
While Romagni is there, she will be working with scientist Juan Carlos Galindo, an
associate professor in the Organic Chemistry
Department who headed up the research trip
and invited her to come.
Although she had never contemplated
traveling to Antarctica, she answered
Galindo’s invitation with an enthusiastic
“Yes.” She realized how rare such an
opportunity would be.
When Romagni first arrived there, she
became part of a tightly controlled network
of scientists.
Through the Antarctic Treaty, more than
40 countries have bases on the continent,
but activities are strictly limited to scientific
research and are devoted to protecting the
unique ecosystem. At the
windblown base on Byer’s
Peninsula, the last place
members of Romagni’s team
stayed before returning to
their respective countries,
only eight scientists are
allowed at a time. Often,
scientists are shifted by boat from base to
base to comply with the limits on the
number of visitors.
“Every time you walk some place, you
could increase erosion,” she says. Romagni
will always remember the harrowing nights
on Byer’s Peninsula when the wind blew so
hard that it pushed the tent canvas inward–
“It felt like a fat person was sitting on our
tent,” she wrote in her diary.
Compared to that, the other bases
seemed like the Four Seasons Hotel. At one
of them, Primavera, an Argentine chef
prepared heaping feasts for each meal with
plentiful seafood and Argentine beef
accompanied by an array of wines. Despite
the generous helpings–which Romagni
described as “death by food” in her diary,
she lost 10 pounds from the physically
exhausting work.
Next trip, she’ll know to bring different
equipment, more pre-packaged wipes and
more undergarments.
“And more sunscreen,” she adds. “You
can never have enough sunscreen.”

Page 8

Save the Dates

ALL-CLASSES
REUNION

A FALL FASHION
EVENT

Reconnect with old friends,
make some new ones, and
celebrate your time at UST
during a fun-filled weekend
of reunion activities on
the UST campus

Benefiting the
Alumni Association
Endowed Scholarship Fund

August 24 & 25, 2007
Stay up-to-date with
reunion happenings and
other alumni events at
www.stthom.edu/alumni
Visit the Celtic Connection
On-line Community to
keep in touch with fellow
alumni, post class notes and
pictures and find out about
University events at
www.alumniconnections.com/ust
For information call
713-942-3407

SCHOLARSHIP
TEE-UP GOLF
TOURNAMENT
Benefiting the
Fr. Francis E. Monaghan
Scholarship Fund

Wednesday,
October 17, 2007
River Oaks Country Club
1600 River Oaks Blvd.

Monday,
October 15, 2007

Fashions provided by:

BlackHorse Golf Club
12205 Fry Road, Cypress, Texas

Robin Thomas Klaes ’84
Chair

Danny Klaes ’85, Chair

Kelli Kickerillo ’03
Honorary Chair

Individual Entry $250
Foursome Entry $1,000

Tables $1,250-$5,000

General Sponsorship
starting at $1,500

Individual Tickets $125
(limited quantity)

For information call
713-525-3118

For information call
713-942-3407

UST chooses new logo for mascot

T

he University
of St. Thomas has selected a lion,
adapted from the Scottish royal coat of
arms, to represent its mascot, the Celts. Of the
more than 1,300 students, faculty, staff and
alumni who voted in the logo contest, nearly
50 percent chose the lion over a Celtic helmet
and an Irish wolfhound.
“The mascot logo will complement our shining star brand and the official University seal,”
UST President Robert Ivany said. “It will inspire
our students, enliven campus spirit and encourage
representation of the University.”
From the Saints to the Fightin’ Celts and now
just the Celts, the mascot has been adapted
throughout the University’s history to reflect the
preferences of the campus community. In the
1950s the name of the men’s basketball and base-

ball teams changed from the
Saints to the Warriors.
The Department of
Athletics and the
Office of Public
Relations held a Name
That Team Contest in
the fall of 1983 to get
a student-wide vote on
the official UST mascot.
By spring 1984, it was no
contest; the votes were in,
and the Fightin’ Celts began the
new year with passionate school spirit.
In 2005 the student body voted to shorten the
team name to Celts.
The word Celts refers to people of several
ethnic groups in Ireland and Britain. They were
highly skilled in the visual arts and produced
intricate metalwork. Celts were also known for
being chivalrous, courageous and brave. They
appreciated music, poetry and philosophy.
Sports at UST have evolved over the years.
In 1947 the University entered intercollegiate
competition in basketball and baseball. Other
men’s campus sports included hockey and boxing.

Women’s sports took off in 1954 with softball,
golf, volleyball, table tennis and archery in physical education classes. But it was intramural sports
that always had a strong presence on campus from
the 1950s to the present. The years saw everything from basketball, baseball, volleyball and
soccer to tennis, racquetball, swimming, weight
lifting and aerobics.
2006 was a banner year for reintroducing
sports to the campus. James and Maureen
Hackett, longtime friends and benefactors of the
University, generously funded the Hackett
Athletics Complex as major contributors to the
expansion of UST athletics. An Athletics
Advisory Council was formed, chaired by George
DeMontrond and Marjorie Evans, to advise the
president on conference options, funding requirements and implementation of an enhanced sports
program in our institutional culture. The board
recommended increased support of athletics at all
levels, to include intramural, club and intercollegiate. Also, in 2006, UST became an independent
member of the National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics and introduced its firstever varsity women’s volleyball team. UST has
since added men’s soccer to its fall 2007 roster.

To learn more about athletics at UST and for a
schedule of upcoming events, go to
www.stthom.edu/Campus_Student_Life/Sports_Athletics/Index.aqf
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A Legacy of Success

The Vara family gathers in front of Link Lee Mansion. From left to right: Sara Benavides, Irene Cardenas, Albert Vara, Alice Castro, Celia Valles, Robert Vara, Frances Vara and Virginia Vara Peace.

F

rances Vara ’71 wanted to
attend the University of St.
Thomas for one simple reason:
she just had to witness first-hand the
humorous antics of a priest who
taught Shakespeare and whose
comic routines about the English
playwright had become legendary.
In fact, Fr. Edward G. Lee, CSB,
so inspired Frances’ high school
teacher, Helen Foley, that she
mimicked his routines in her own
English class at Jeff Davis High
School, which Frances attended.
The high school senior was captivated by the performance, so much
so that she wanted to see Fr. Lee’s
rendition for herself.
“I thought, ‘If they have professors
like this at St. Thomas, that’s where
I want to go,’” she recalls. As the
oldest of 10 children in a traditional
Hispanic family, her decision coincided well with her family’s Catholic
lifestyle – and the fact that her
parents, Jesse and Virginia Vara,
didn’t want their seven daughters to
leave home to go to college. Jesse’s
single paycheck as a cement mason
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supported the family, and, aside from
the part-time job she worked while
attending UST, she has no idea how
her father Jesse stretched his earnings to allow for her college
education.
“He just said, ‘If this is where
you want to go, I’ll help you the
best I can,’” Frances says. “He
worked weekends; he worked 24/7
to make sure I got to go where I
wanted to go.”
Every morning he took her to
school in his lime green Dodge
pickup truck at 8:30 a.m. so she
could attend Mass before classes
started. Although she knew no one
when she registered at UST, the
small class sizes made her feel
“like I was studying with a group
of friends.”
Her father’s investment in her
education paid off. She was recently
named Special Education Teacher of
the Year at Ed White Elementary in
the Houston Independent School
District, one of many teaching
honors she’s earned in her 36 years
of teaching.

Robert Vara, who attended in
1971-72 and today works as a
procurement officer, said he never
gave a thought to attending a differ-

“I can honestly say we
were all changed for the
better by attending UST:
well educated with a
different outlook on life.”
–Robert Vara

ent college. The fact that seven out
of 10 of his siblings also went to
UST had a lot to do with economics
as well, he said. He and his brothers
and sisters applied for grants, scholarships and loans to pay for tuition
and books, “but once you start
adding in the cost of room and
board, it made sense for us to attend
college and stay at home. Otherwise,

college probably would have been
out of reach for us.”
After Frances and Irene Vara
Cardenas, who graduated in
education in 1973 and returned
to get her master’s in education in
1990, “it was pretty much a given
where we would go to school,”
Robert said. “We saw Frances and
Irene succeed, and all we could say
was, ‘Wow!’”
Living at home while attending
college benefited the younger
siblings, Robert said, because the
older ones served as mentors. The
rest of the Vara children’s college
sounds like a family roll call. Louis
Vara attended in 1973-74.
Virginia Vara Peace majored in
biology and graduated in 1981, the
same year her sister, Alice Vara
Castro, class of 1981, graduated
with a degree in religious education.
Celia Vara Valles graduated in
1982 with majors in political
science and pre-law, followed in
1998 by Sara Vara Benavides, who
is an elementary school teacher
today.
Eloise Vara, who graduated from
high school a year after Frances and
aspired to be a nurse, wanted to go
to UST but didn’t because at that
time, 1968, St. Thomas didn’t have
a nursing program.
Their father died eight years ago
of a heart attack, and their mother
still lives in the family home just
north of downtown Houston. He is
sorely missed, but the Vara children
know that by excelling in their
careers and making sure their
children get an education, they are
keeping Jesse’s dream alive.
In the next generation, Robert’s
son, Albert, is a 2000 graduate of
UST in communication, and he
works as a media specialist at
ExxonMobil. Robert’s daughter,
Laura, won a full scholarship at
UST but insisted on going to Texas
A&M. “It broke my heart,” Robert
says. She followed her 2004
graduation with studies at Houston’s
South Texas College of Law and is a
practicing attorney.
“My dad didn’t live to see that –
his granddaughter, an attorney,”
Robert says. “He would be so proud.”
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