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or the first year at UST,
FOCUS, Fellowship of
Catholic University Students, is
working in coordination with
Campus Ministry to help students
grow deeper in their faith, and to
give students the tools neccessary
to spread the Catholic ministry.
Brian Miller, Pam Ocampo,
Ed Rubin and Danielle DuPre are
recent college graduates from
around the nation who are
stationed at UST for a year. They
are trained in scripture, evangelization, church teachings and the

FOCUS on Your Faith
Front to back: Brian
Miller, Danielle DuPre,
Ed Rubin and Pam
Ocampo

UST School of
Education Evening
and Part-Time
Program for
elementary education
majors allows students to
pursue their undergraduate
degrees at night and on weekends
while working during the day. The
students work specifically with
the Helms Community Learning
Center, which has been connected

practical aspects of ministry. They
will offer student outreach
programs, one-on-one ministry
to UST for more than 10 years.
The School of Education helped
create Helms’ Dual Language
Magnet Program, which allows
both English-speaking and
Spanish-speaking children to learn
their content subjects in two
languages.
“The program has
been very successful,” said
program director Dr.
Ginny Torres Rimbau.
“The students who
enroll in this program

l to r: Eglae Reyna, James Newman, Dr. Ginny Torres Rimbau,
Martha Rangel, Mattista Jones, Jessica Silva and Erika Aveldañez
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and leadership training.
“We help students realize the
tools that they need to grow in
their faith,” DuPre said. “Then we
send them out to do the same for
others – invest in others as we
have invested in them.”
Miller graduated from
Benedictine College in Atchison,
Kan., with a degree in youth
ministry and theology. Ocampo
graduated from the University of
Redlands in California with a
degree in communicative disorders. Rubin comes from the
University of Nebraska with a
degree in mathematics and DuPre
from Illinois State University with
a psychology degree.
St. Thomas is the first university in Texas to work with the
FOCUS ministry.
are highly motivated and are able
to contribute their expertise and
knowledge when they enroll in
professional education courses.”
Teachers at Helms also serve
as mentors to current UST undergraduate students.

Star View

Meet the 2007 Lady Celts Volleyball Team

SAVE THE DATE

UST Celts Soccer Game
The Celts Men’s Soccer
team will travel to Cedar
Hill to play the
Northwood University
Knights at 5 p.m. Friday,
Sept. 7; on Saturday the
team will travel to
Marshall to challenge the
East Texas Baptist
University Tigers at 6
p.m.

Matt Maher in Concert

T

he Lady Celts volleyball team
is starting the 2007 with a new
look and fresh faces. The Lady
Celts, now in their second year in
intercollegiate play, are lead by
head coach Jill Reynolds, a former
collegiate athlete.
The team entered the season
on Aug. 29 with two returning
players and eight strong recruits.
The team includes (l to r) # 10

Lindsey Parks, libero; #16 Mallory
Wendel, outside hitter; #2 Lauren
Poe, outside hitter; #15 Mary Ann
Shaw, outside hitter; #8 Keanne
Smith, defensive specialist; coach
Jill Reynolds; #5 Casey Mulryan,
middle blocker; #9 Laura Welch,
setter; #6 Heather Hardy, middle
blocker; #11 Sarah CurielThompson, setter; #13 Courtney
Johnson, outside hitter.

View the 2007 Lady Celts Schedule at www.stthom.edu/volleyball

Students Must Apply for Graduation by Oct. 1

O

ct. 1 is the deadline for December graduation applications to be
submitted to Barbara Jonte, degree auditor. Students should allow
ample time for advisors to review records.
• Students in the BBA/MBA program must submit an application for
each degree.
• The sooner students turn in their applications, the sooner they can be
contacted if there is a problem. However, students have the primary
responsibility to verify that they have completed all requirements for
their own degrees.
• Any announcements about graduation will be sent to students’ UST
e-mail.
Application forms and instructions are available on the graduation page
online at http://www.stthom.edu/Public/index.asp?page_ID=3190. For
more information, contact Jonte at jonteb@stthom.edu.

Matt Maher, along with
Paul George, Kelly Pease
and Josh Blakesley, will
perform in concert as
part of the ADORE 2097
Tour, 7 p.m. Friday,
Sept. 14. Tickets are $15.
For tickets call Angie
Montelongo at
713-525-3572.

McGrath on Irish Economy
Dr. Fergal McGrath,
visiting Fulbright
Scholar, will discuss
“Challenges for Ireland
as a Knowledge-Based
Economy: Phase II of
the Celtic Tiger or Is It
the Celtic Cub?” at
7:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Sept. 19, in Cullen
Hall.

Catholic Intellectual Lecture
Dr. Edmund Pellegrino
will discuss “Liberal
Education: Is It Worthwhile
to Those in the Medical
Professions?” This
Catholic Intellectual
Tradition Lecture will be
at 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 20, Scanlan Room,
Jerabeck Center. Free and
open to the public.
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Bilingual Education

I Madonnari Art Contest Students Volunteer

T

collaboration between UST
and the Italian Cultural and
Community Center will bring the
excitement of creating original
artwork on the campus sidewalks.
This festival will include
Italian music, food and performances. Sixteen Houston area high
school students will compete
alongside UST students in this ageold art form. Festivities begin at
10 a.m., Saturday, Sept. 8 on the
Campus Life Mall sidewalk in
front of the Moran Center.
Judging will begin at 5 p.m. and
the winners will be announced at
5:30 p.m.
This creative “street painting”
art form experienced a rebirth in
Italy in the 1970s and around the
world and has now found its way
to the “streets” of Montrose. The
artists were known as I Madonnari
and date back to the 1500s in Italy.
Traveling folk artists used
brightly colored chalks to copy
paintings of the Master painters of
the time, such as Raphael and
Michelangelo.
The top three finalists will
compete at the annual Houston
Italian Festival on Oct. 13.
For more information, contact
Gloria Ribnick at 713-665-7164 or
visit www.houstonitalianfestival.com.

he Ellen and Scipio de Kanter
Dual-Language Scholarship
has been awarded to Ruth Cañas,
a junior bilingual education major.
It is the first scholarship awarded
since its inception in 2006. The
scholarship, created by de Kanter’s
children in honor of their mother
and father, is open to duallanguage students of high academic
standing in the School of Education.
Cañas was chosen as the first
recipient because of her impressive
academic record and her plans to
pursue a career in elementary bilingual education.
Born in El Salvador, Cañas
received her associate’s degree in
graphic design but then realized
she wanted a career that would
allow her to travel the world and
make a difference. Having grown
up learning Spanish and English,
she strongly believes in the value
of bilingualism.
“I believe that if kids stick
with a bilingual program from
elementary school to high school,
they will be more likely to succeed
in college and in the job market
because they have a competitive
edge,” Cañas said.
Read more at www.stthom.edu/
Online_Newsroom/Campus_News/
Features.aqf.
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ST student volunteers are
making an impression at The
Health Museum with their reliability, enthusiasm and willingness
to try new activities. Members of
student organizations TriBeta and
the Pre-Health Professions Society
started volunteering at the museum
in January and have contributed
230 hours since.
“I’m excited about the
growing relationship between our
institutions,” said Mary Heartlein,
community services coordinator.
“UST has a strong core of bright,
engaged and friendly students. Our
museum is very fortunate to have
these relationships, and we hope to
continue to offer students interesting and broadening experiences
through volunteering.”
UST volunteers were the first
undergraduate students to earn the
opportunity to staff Discovery
Carts in the museum’s traveling
exhibition gallery. Such a privilege
has traditionally been given only to
medical or nursing students.
The Health Museum is just
one of many service projects.
For more information about
volunteering, contact Ellie Collier
in the Office of Volunteer
Opportunities at 713-525-3801 or
ellie@stthom.edu.
.

Tired of getting homework? Try giving it

A

new graduate program to train teachers for
Catholic schools is beginning at the University
of St. Thomas. The Gulf Region Academy for
Catholic Educators is currently recruiting the first
cohort of students from across the country. The
GRACE Program is the local effort in a nationwide
initiative in support of Catholic schools.
“We are seeking graduates from around the
country who have a spirit of service and a desire to
grow and learn through the three components of the
program: professional development, spiritual growth
and community living,” said Dr. Robert LeBlanc,
associate professor of education and director of
UST’s GRACE Program.
This cohort group of 12 will live in a community
with other young men and women for two years while
teaching in a Catholic school, completing a master’s
degree, becoming certified as a teacher and working
on personal spiritual growth. Students who have
considered other service experiences like the Peace
Corps or Teach for America, but would like to participate in a Catholic ministry, the GRACE Program
might be best suited for them.
Each cohort cycle lasts two years. Professional
development will include completing a M.Ed. and
Texas teacher
certification.
Community
living will
initially be
provided in

University housing and will continue in housing
provided by the Archdiocese for the remainder of the
program. Spiritual growth is addressed both through
graduate course work and through spiritual growth
activities.
Submit applications by Feb. 1 to the University
of St. Thomas School of Education for the M.Ed.
program; the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston for a
teaching position; and to the GRACE Program. The
members of cohort 1 will be announced in March and
will begin community living in June 2008.
UST has two important partners in this program.
The Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston is facilitating
the hiring and job placement and is providing the
community living arrangements after the first summer
at a moderate cost to the GRACE participants.
Doctoral level staff from the archdiocese will also be
involved as graduate instructors.
GRACE is a member of the University
Consortium for Catholic Education (UCCE), an
alliance of 14 universities throughout the country
committed to supporting Catholic education. Notre
Dame began the program almost 20 years ago when it
began the Alliance for Catholic Education (ACE).
They quickly realized that the demand for Catholic
teachers could only be met with the help of other
universities. UST is the newest member of the
consortium and has benefited from the support
provided by this national organization (www.ucceconnect.com). Member
universities assist each Star View is published by the
Office of Public Affairs as a
other in recruiting
means of informing the UST
initiatives. The UCCE
community about University
also provides a format
and campus news.
for collegial connecOffice of Public Affairs
tions among the
713-525-3116
various programs.
Executive Editor
More information
Sandra Soliz, MLA ’01
about GRACE can be
Editor
found at www.stthom.
Wendy Petronella ’05
edu/grace. Direct quesContributers
tions can be sent to
Kristy Attie
gracemail@
C. Lee Taylor
Marcella Vasquez
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