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$2.6 Million Gift Supports Cameron School
he Cameron School of Business
is poised to move toward higher
levels of excellence with the establishment of the Burnett
Distinguished Chair in Leadership,
instituted through a $2.6 million
gift from the Notsew Orm Sands
Foundation. The funds were given
by Miriam Burnett and her son
Charles Burnett.
In addition to this recent contribution, the Harry and Isabel C.
Cameron Foundation recently
approved a pledge of $1.5 million
to create the Cameron Endowed
Chair in Management and
Marketing. The Cullen Foundation
has also made possible the creation
of the Cullen Endowed Chair in
Finance.
With these financial gifts, the
Cameron School now houses five
chairs, including the Cullen
Foundation Chair in Economics,
held by Dr. Javed Ashraf, professor
of economics and finance, and the
Cullen Trust for Higher Education
Chair in Business Ethics, held by
Dr. Daryl Koehn, director of the
Center for Business Ethics and
professor of ethics. The addition of
these recent chairs advances the
Cameron School of Business
toward accreditation by the
Association to Advance Collegiate
Schools of Business.
In cooperation with the Center
for Business Ethics, the creation of
the endowed chair for leadership in
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“The chair will not only
help advance the
Cameron School of
Business but also aid
in the leadership
development of UST
students.”
-Dr. Robert Ivany

the Cameron School of Business
enables the school to promote the
development of leadership potential
among students and other
constituents. The chair will prepare
graduates for leadership positions in
the public, private and nonprofit
sectors and for the ethical challenges they will encounter
throughout their careers.
“The establishment of this
chair is in harmony with the
University’s mission of educating
leaders of faith and character,”
President Robert Ivany said. “The
chair will not only help advance the
Cameron School of Business but
also aid in the leadership development of UST students.”
The professor who is selected
for the chair will reside in the
Cameron School of Business and
meet the highest academic qualifications. These include an earned
doctorate in related fields from
accredited institutions, a distinguished record of academic
achievements in both teaching and
research and demonstrated leadership experience.
The holder of the chair will be
responsible for helping faculty integrate the concept of leadership
development into current philosophy and will also develop a new
course on the topic.
The Cameron School of
Business plans to appoint an individual to the chair by Aug. 1, 2008.
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UST Students Meet Microcredit Pioneer
overty is not created by poor
people, but by the system we
live in, said 2006 Nobel Peace
Prize winner Muhammad Yunus.
His pioneering work in international
microcredit programs have brought
thousands of people out of deadend poverty and into the economy
as self-supporting entrepreneurs.
On Monday, Jan. 14 Yunus
met with members of UST’s Center
for International Studies MicroCredit Program during a private
gathering that preceded his address
to the World Affairs Council at the
Hyatt Regency Hotel in Houston.
Working with the nonprofit
organization Kiva.org, the UST
program used its microcredit fund
to disperse loans to two women in
Benin City, Nigeria and Cape
Coast, Ghana.
UST’s Micro-Credit Program
is dedicated to assisting aspiring
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he UST Alumni Association
will grant two $1,500 scholarships to sophomores or juniors who
possess the scholastic merit and
willingness to continue their education, but have encountered substantial financial difficulty in
completing their degrees. The
scholarships will be paid over two
semesters, allowing $750 for each.
To be eligible, applicants must
be full-time UST students enrolled
in 12 or more credit hours, have a
minimum 2.5 GPA and must
demonstrate financial need.
Students should submit an application, a one-page essay, a financial

Lecture on ‘Grace Notes’
The UST Center for Irish
Studies Cultural Outreach
Forum and The Irish
Society will host Dr.
Richard Rankin Russell,
Baylor University, to
discuss “The Beauties of
Bernard MacLaverty’s
Grace Notes” at 7:30
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 23
in Cullen Hall.

MCP Advisory Board Member Nina Nourian,
MCP President Amanda Duhon, Muhammad
Yunus and Dr. Robert Ivany

entrepreneurs who are living below
the poverty threshold by financing
their small businesses.
In 1983, Yunus established the
Grameen Bank in an effort to fight
poverty in rural Bangladesh. The
bank lends small amounts of
money to poor individuals, mostly
women, thereby aiding in poverty
reduction by giving people the
opportunity to support themselves.

Alumni Scholarship Available to Students
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aid award letter, if applicable, and
a letter of reference from a faculty
member. Applications must be
submitted by Feb. 29, 2008.
For more information or to
download application materials,
visit: www.stthom.edu/
alumnischolarships, or contact Kia
Wissmiller at 713-525-3117 or
kritick@stthom.edu.

Philosophy Colloquium
Dr. Lawrence DiPaolo
will discuss “The Middle
Platonic Metaphysics of
Prepositions and the
Christ Hymns,” 12:30
p.m. Friday, Jan. 25, in
Sullivan Hall. DiPaolo is
an assistant professor of
sacred scripture at UST’s
School of Theology.

Q & A with Ted Van Dyke
The Center for
International Studies will
host Ted Van Dyke, political guru and author of
“Heroes, Hacks and
Fools,” for a Q & A
session on the 2008 election at 1 p.m. Friday,
Jan 25, in the Council of
Clubs Conference Room,
Crooker Center.

GSA Kick Off Social
The Graduate Student
Association will host a
Kick Off Social beginning at 5 p.m. Friday,
Jan. 25, at the Black
Lab, 4100 Montrose.
Graduate students are
invited to socialize and
network with their fellow
colleagues and students.
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Federal Job Openings for College Graduates
or students interested in a
career with the federal government, now is the time to apply.
The Office of Personnel
Management reports that approximately 193,000 jobs will need to
be filled in the federal government
within the next two years.
Because students generally
know very little about federal job
opportunities, they do not usually
seek out or consider employment
with the federal government. In
order to inform students about
careers in the federal government
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and how to best navigate the
federal application process, the
Partnership for Public Service and
the OPM created the Call to Serve
program, which is designed to
bring awareness to federal service,
provide information about available jobs and to help re-establish
links between the federal government and college campuses.
Students interested in learning
more about these employment
opportunities should call or visit
UST Career Services in Crooker
Center, 713-525-3160.

Some benefits of federal jobs
include:
• There are jobs available for
many interests and college
majors
• Federal employers may help
repay student loans
• Diversity is valued
• Federal jobs pay competitively
• Flexible work schedules and
benefits encourage a healthy
balance between work and
social-life

Faculty Read 2,419 Essays to Determine Catholic Essay Winners

ST faculty members read 2,419 essays written by
students in grades 3-12 from Catholic schools in
the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston. The winners of
the essay contest will be awarded on campus Jan. 28.
Readers back row from l to r: Ly Phan, Psychology;
Dr. Mary H. Starz, School of Education; Elsie Biron,
Catholic Outreach; Dr. Ravi Srinivas, Master in
Liberal Arts Program; Lisa McNamara, Doherty
Library; Rachel Matre, Doherty Library; Sr. Marie
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Faubert, CSJ, School of Education; Dr. Ted Rebard,
Philosophy. Readers from row from l to r: Prof. Tom
Crow, History and Music Program; Ramiro Juarez,
Spanish; Dr. Charlene Dykman, Cameron School of
Business; Angela Escriva, Spanish; Dr. Robert
LeBlanc, School of Education; Dr. Mary Kelleher,
Doherty Library. Not pictured: Dr. Dominic Aquila,
School of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Elizabeth Coscio,
Modern and Classical Languages.

His Eminence Daniel Cardinal DiNardo celebrated Mass and visited with UST students, faculty and staff on
Thursday, Jan. 17. He visited campus at the special request of his own Knights of Columbus Council, the
Vincent J. Guinan Council 13940. This council is the only college council to have a cardinal as a member.

School of Education Experiences Leadership Shifts
he University of St. Thomas’
School of Education is
undergoing a leadership
transition as associate
professor Dr. Robert
LeBlanc replaces Fr.
Dennis Andrews, CSB,
as the department’s associate dean. Fr. Andrews,
who also served as an assistant professor and director of the
Masters of Education program,
retired in the spring semester of
2008. In addition, Dr. Ruth
Strudler, who has served as the
school’s dean since 1999, plans to
retire in summer 2008.
LeBlanc, who received a B.A.
in education from UST in 1969,
has worked as a full-time graduate
professor at the University for six
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years and is currently the director
of two graduate programs,
including the Educational
Leadership Program for
principal preparation and
the Gulf Region
Academy for Catholic
Educators (GRACE).
After working as a
teacher in the Klein
Independent School District,
LeBlanc became an administrator
and worked in a variety of administrative positions for 25 years, last
serving as associate superintendent
for instruction and student services
for the district.
LeBlanc believes his experience with the School of
Education’s graduate program and
his knowledge of the public school

Update Your Emergency
Contact Information
If you have not done so, please take a few minutes
now to update your contact information via the
University’s portal, myStThom.
More information can be found at
stthom.edu/ENS or by clicking Emergency Alert
under Hot Topics on the UST homepage.

Mass of St. Thomas Aquinas
Celebrate the opening of the spring semester at the
Mass of St. Thomas Aquinas, 12:45 p.m. Thursday
Jan. 31, in the Jerabeck Gym. Lunch will follow in
Scanlan Room, Jerabeck Center. This prayer service
and celebration of Mass is for all students, staff and
faculty of all denominations and faiths. UST
students are integrally involved in the planning and
execution of this service along with many of the
Basilian Fathers.

system will help him adjust to his
new role as associate dean.
“I continue to look forward to
working with the graduate program
in this role of extended leadership,” he said.
In an effort to appoint a new
dean to the School of Education,
the University has developed a
search committee comprised of
School of Education faculty
members along with designated
faculty and administrators from
outside the school. The committee
is chaired by Dr. John Hittinger,
vice president for academic affairs.
The School of Education
offers undergraduate and graduate
level programs and is currently
planning for the addition of a
doctoral program.

Student Instructions
1. Login to myStThom
2. Click on “Student Self Service”
3. At the bottom under “Personal Information” select
the drop down and choose “Email
Addresses” and “Phone Numbers”
Faculty and Staff Instructions
1. Login to myStThom
2. Click on “UST Employee Self-Service”
3. Click on “Update Phone Number” and “Update
Email Address”
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