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Tracy’s Legacy

L

ifelong philanthropist Tracy Gary spends almost 200 days a year
traveling to spread the gospel of giving.
It is an urgent message.
“We are amidst the largest inter-generational transfer of leadership and the largest transfer of wealth – and poverty – that has
ever occurred in this country,” she said. “It’s vitally important to understand
that every person can make a difference in shaping and shifting the current
culture.”
But the way a person gives is also vitally important. The gifts can go
farther and fulfill more people, she said, if the donors’ gifts come straight from
their hearts to the changes they would like to see in their lifetimes.
To that end she spends long days helping people pinpoint their most
important values to target their money. How does she do it?”
“Pretend you are standing on the balcony of your life looking down at the
community below,” she says. “What is it that you would like to change or
preserve in your lifetime?”
Over the years and through the 18 non-profits she’s created, she’s forged
an international network of donors, advisers and charitable organizations that
addresses everything from food and health care to promoting higher education, fighting family violence and supporting women’s art. Her organization,
the Houston-based Inspired Legacies, helps match donors with the causes
they feel strongly about and helps them establish long-term plans for giving.
And all the while, she’s helping create other philanthropic organizations to
grow knowledge in donors.
Gary spoke about women and philanthropy at the University of St.
Thomas on Tuesday, April 22, at a luncheon as part of UST’s annual Planned
Giving outreach. Diane Thornton, director of Planned Giving, takes the
same approach when counseling potential donors to the University in legacy
planning.
“It goes beyond just dollars,” she said. “We try to help them better understand their values and personal mission. Their money can give them the
power to make a difference.”
Making a difference is what it’s all about, says Gary, who happens to know
quite a bit about giving herself. By the time she was 35 she had given away
more money than most of us will earn in our lifetimes. As a second cousin to
the Pillsbury family, she received a $1 million inheritance when she was 21.
But she wanted to see that money go places and accomplish things, so she
gave it away. She’s never felt richer.
“My calling has been seeing what strategic work needs to be done and
bringing together the people who can make that happen,” Gary says. Her
work takes her to non-profits throughout the United States and in 12 countries. She is also a full-time philanthropic counselor, helping individual
donors align their gifts with their personal values.
The University of St. Thomas is a key investment, Gary said, because it is
training the next generation of moral leadership, which she hopes to enlarge
through democratic giving.
“Philanthropy is more than just giving to St. Thomas and the particular
academic school because you went there,” she said. “It’s about making a
scholarship gift to enable a low-income kid to get in the doors.”
By taking a larger view and giving beyond class and special interest, donors
can redistribute wealth in ways that strengthen the University and enlarge
the considerable ripple effect it can create in giving a values-based education.

When Gary was growing up, her family owned four homes in the United
States and one in Paris. They employed 36 domestic staff members, owned a
plane, a helicopter and a yellow Rolls Royce, along with an assortment of
other cars. Each morning she was awakened and fed breakfast by Nellie
Lorance, the African-American woman who worked for Gary’s family when
Tracy was born. Lorance died at 72 still in their employment. Gary was
chauffeured to school, then chauffeured from school in the afternoon to
riding or dance lessons.
But there was no separating her rarified existence from the world outside.
Her age of awareness coincided with the huge social changes of the ’60s,
including the civil rights movement. “I learned a lot about the dual world
around me,” she said.
She started asking questions and learned that Lorance and her family’s
other domestic staff earned $75 every two weeks plus room and board, when
her parents earned $5,000 every two weeks. As she grew older and closer to
the decision to give away her money, “I saw projects that were very moving
that had courage and creative capital but not the capital of money and influence, and I had that.”
And that’s how Gary’s career began. She named “Inspired Legacies” after
her father and mother, who cautioned her that her tremendous privilege
meant tremendous responsibility. Her mother helped Gary establish a $100
giving account when she was 14 and taught her daughter generosity by example. “They had inspired legacies, and I am a part of that legacy,” she said.
“I am expressing their values and dreams for the world, and that’s why I
am the greatest beneficiary of the work we do,” Gary said. “My life has been
one big blessing.” I
Luncheon attendees pictured below (l to r): Sr. Mary Roberta Connors, Jeannine
Flynn, Joanie Haley, Midge Claiborne, Cathy McNamara, Sharon Ley Lietzow.
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Anadarko CEO James T. Hackett
Delivers Commencement Address

A

s the Chairman, President and CEO of
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation,
James T. Hackett knows a few things about success
and leadership. He shared his wisdom with the
graduating class when he delivered the University’s
58th Commencement address on May 17.
In his speech, he advised graduates “to utilize
God’s talents fully” and “to have the moral courage
to make the right
choices in life.” He also
extolled the benefits of
servant leadership.
Longtime University
benefactors, both
Hackett and his wife
Maureen donated the
Hackett Athletic
complex in 2006.
The Hacketts were
both participants in
the highly successful
Shining Star Capital Campaign which helped
transform the campus.
Hackett earned a bachelor’s degree from the
University of Illinois and a Master of Business
Administration from Harvard University. Hackett
held executive positions at the following corporations: Devon Energy, Ocean Energy, Seagull Energy,
Duke Energy, Pan Energy, NGC Corp., Burlington
Resources and Amoco Oil Co.
The Houston resident serves on the boards of the
American Exploration and Production Council, the
American Petroleum Institute, Baylor College of
Medicine and The Business Roundtable. He serves
as the Chairman of the Board for the Federal
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Reserve Bank of Dallas. He is the former chairman
of the Houston Grand Opera.
Hackett was awarded an honorary doctorate
degree. The same honor was given to Trinidad
“Trini” Mendenhall Sosa. Mendenhall Sosa is a
former UST board
member and the founder
and chairman of the Trini
and O.C. Mendenhall
Foundation. She is the
former owner of Fiesta
Mart Inc. Mendenhall
Sosa recently donated
$4.5 million to the
University to fund
the Mendenhall
Achievement Center,
a program designed to help incoming freshman
make the transition to college studies and prepare
students for success. I

Sarah “Sally” Landram Receives
Distinguished Alumni Award

U

niversity of St. Thomas presented the Vincent
J. Guinan Distinguished Alumni of the Year
Award in memory of the late Sarah “Sally”
Landram. The award honors individuals for
leadership and service to the University, to the
community and in his or her field of endeavor.
Fr. Vincent J. Guinan, CSB, was a Basilian priest
and served as founding president of the University.
Sarah “Sally” Landram graduated from St.
Thomas in 1954. Her husband Charles Landram
accepted the award in her behalf. The Landrams
have been active supporters of the University
since the 1950s. Landram was the mother of eight
children and the grandmother of numerous

Kristi Carreon Pursues College Dreams, Refuses to Become Statistic

T

een mother, high school dropout – for the last
17 years, Kristi Carreon has lived with labels.
Now she is proud to have a new label: college graduate. Carreon, a 34-year-old mother of two, graduated
with a degree in education. Throughout the hard
times, there was one motivating force behind her
determination. “I will not allow myself or my children to become a statistic.” She now serves as an
inspiration to her family, especially her 16-year-old
son, Joshua, and her 9-year-old daughter, Jordan.
Pregnant at 17, a mother at 18, Carreon dropped
out of high school her junior year. Both Carreon and
her mother had children at a young age and were
raised in single-parent homes. She feared it would be
a never-ending cycle. After she had her first child,
she was a stay-at-home mother while her husband
worked. She had her second child at the age of 25,
and decided to get her GED when she was 30. She
accumulated the maximum credits at Lone Star
College-North Harris and then applied to UST.
“Statistics pretty much called for our failure
right from the start, and being pregnant at 17 meant
I was falling in line with what the numbers
predicted,” Carreon said. “I wasn’t a formally
educated person but I knew and understood the
value of education. I read to my son every chance I
got, and I made sure I taught him everything that I
could possibly teach him.”
That value of education influenced her choice of
majors at UST. Carreon said she always knew she
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wanted to be a teacher. She did her student teaching
in a Montessori classroom which consisted of
preschool, pre-kindergarten and kindergarten
students at Reece Academy. In the fall, she will

teach Pre-Kindergarten at Aldine Independent
School District’s Nadine Kujawa Early Childhood
Pre-Kindergarten Center. She plans to teach for a
while, but eventually hopes to return to UST to

C E R E M O N Y

grandchildren. She worked as an educator in
Catholic schools of the Archdiocese of GalvestonHouston for more than 35 years. She served as a
department chair, assistant principal, principal,
associate superintendent and superintendent.
She was active in the first Head Start program
sponsored by the archdiocese, a lector and
Eucharistic minister in her parish, the Co-Cathedral
of the Sacred Heart, a board member of Santa Maria
Hostel, a member of the Charity Guild of Catholic
Women and a volunteer with the Museum of Fine
Arts, Houston.
The Most Reverend Joseph A. Fiorenza, archbishop emeritus of the Archdiocese of GalvestonHouston, said, “Sally was an outstanding teacher,
principal and superintendent in our Catholic school
system. Fr. Guinan would have been very proud of
her because she was a great credit to the University.
She was tireless in promoting Catholic schools.
She was greatly admired by her staff and archdiocesan school teachers. She was
a great treasure for the archdiocese and is deeply missed.”
Kathleen Scroggins
Warner served on early
childhood educational
committees with Landram
and said, “All of us who
knew Sally were truly blessed.
Fr. Guinan’s vision was taken
to another level through
the life of Sally Landram. Her dream was to keep
all the Catholic schools up, running and improving
all the time. She wanted Catholic education to be
available to all Catholic children. She was loved
respected and admired for her drive, efforts and most
of all her faith-filled life.” I

pursue a master’s degree in education.
Carreon said she was inspired by the individual
attention she received by her professors, including
one of her mentors, Dr. Terry Brandt, associate
professor of education.
“For many of our students, attending the
University of St. Thomas was not the next, logical
step in the progression of their education, but rather
a difficult decision that often entails considerable
sacrifice on their part and on the part of others in
their lives,” Brandt said. “They have decided what
their ‘life’s verse’ will be, and have chosen to come
to a university that celebrates the individuality of
life’s experience.”
Carreon recalled swallowing her pride to make
the hard decisions, but the best decisions for her
family. Following her example of success, she said
her sisters have set on a collegiate path and have
enrolled in Lone Star College-North Harris.
“My children and I sacrificed a lot for me to be
here today, but it was worth it. When I walked
across the stage in May I was the first person in my
family to graduate from college. I looked statistics in
the eye and I proved them wrong,” Carreon said.
“My children started out their lives as the children
of a high school dropout, but I refuse to let the
choices I made in the past determine the kind of
future my children will have. By taking the steps I
have taken, I hope that I have given my children a
reason to be proud, and I hope that I have shown
them that anything is possible.” I
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Student Speaker Derek Smith Learns
the Meaning of Perseverance

H

e had his doubts. It started out rocky – spending his freshman year living in a hotel due to
the damaging effects of Tropical Storm Allison on
UST’s former dorm. Over the next seven years,
Derek Smith encountered more detours in the road:
family tragedy; medical problems that required two
semesters away from campus; an additional two
semesters when he did not enroll in classes; even
taking night classes while working as a full-time
sixth grade teacher.
Smith, a liberal arts major with a focus in
communications and political science, served as
the student commencement speaker at the 2008
Commencement ceremony. Smith said his story is

a “testament to perseverance,” and serves as an
example for other students to never give up.
His initial doubts were put to rest, and despite
the challenges of his academic career, Smith persevered and never lost the faith. Since the fall of 2001,
Smith has been a leader on the UST campus. He
served as Black Student Union president, a Student
Government Association senator, a lector and a
Eucharistic minister. He was also a member of the
UST rugby and baseball teams, Vee Jitsu martial arts
club and participated in multiple intramural sports.
He was awarded the Spirituality Commitment
Award for UST at the 2004 Leadership Awards
Banquet.
His speech titled, “Keeping the Faith and
Leading the Way,” reminded the audience, “life is in
a constant state of flux, yet Christ’s teachings remain
prevalent, … to do the right thing not just for yourself, but for the sake of those who are watching you,”
and “to thank all those who helped us along the
way,” Smith said.
“It has all worked out in the long run. For me, it
has been a very long run,” Smith said. “I would not
have made it this far without faith. I wouldn’t have
made it without the outstanding support of the
faculty and staff at St. Thomas,” he said.
Smith said his graduation, while joyous, is bittersweet. He walked across the stage in memory of his
older sister, Chanda Nichele Smith, who died in a
car crash in Washington, D.C. in 1998, only weeks
before her own college graduation.
Smith currently teaches sixth grade at St.
Joseph Catholic School in Baytown. Smith’s
mother, Yolanda Irby-Smith is also an educator.
The support from his mother, St. Joseph Principal
Dr. Ann Mullins and many others have inspired
Smith to continue teaching. After a few more years
of teaching, Smith plans to pursue a master’s degree
in education. I

Kayleigh Eaves Graduates Among
First Bioinformatics Majors

F

uture dental patients may have the chance to
receive progressive procedures and treatments, all
because Kayleigh Eaves, a UST graduate and aspiring dentist, took a chance on being one of the first
students in the new degree field of bioinformatics.
Eaves was among the first class to graduate with a
degree in bioinformatics. She plans to continue her
education and achieve her goal of becoming a dentist
at Columbia University. As a bioinformatics major,
chemistry and philosophy minor, Eaves cultivated an
aptitude and love for research. Her research on the
whitefly earned the respect of her peers and professors.
“Kayleigh Eaves is one of the best students that I
have had the privilege to teach,” said Dr. Rosemarie
Rosell, professor of biology. “As my research student,
Kayleigh developed such excellent research skills in
bioinformatics that she functioned as an independent
researcher for the last year. She plans to use these
skills to advance the field of dentistry. I am blessed to
have known her as a student and as a research collaborator. She is one of UST’s brightest stars.”
Eaves was the recipient of the Dr. Elizabeth Ann
Peavy Endowed Scholarship in Biology for the 20062007 and 2007-2008 school years. The late Dr.
Elizabeth Ann Peavy, daughter of Odis and Carol
Peavy, graduated from UST in 1980. Peavy practiced
dentistry for 10 years before her death in 1994.
Introduced at UST in 2004, bioinformatics is a
fast-growing, and newly-emerging, field in the life
sciences, which combines advanced skills from biology, computer science and mathematics to allow
graduates to analyze data generated by genome and

Matthew Summerour Discovers Family Tie to St. Thomas Aquinas

G

raduate Matthew Summerour has the name
St. Thomas printed on two cherished personal
documents – his college diploma and his family’s
ancestral record. Though he was unaware of his
lineage when he enrolled at UST, Summerour is
coincidentally related to the University’s namesake,
St. Thomas Aquinas.
He is the 29th direct descendant of St. Thomas
Aquinas’ sister, Theodora. Their family discovered
the connection to St. Thomas about a year ago
when Robert Lytton, a family friend and Texas

A&M civil engineering professor presented his
family with genealogical documentation that
suggests their bloodlines can be traced back to St.
Thomas’ sister.
Summerour graduated magna cum laude with
a bachelor’s degree in political science and a minor
in theology.
St. Thomas Aquinas was a 13th century
Dominican friar, philosopher and theologian.
Known as a “Doctor of the Church,” he is the
patron saint of Catholic universities, colleges and
schools. Honoring the value of his teachings,
UST offers the Center for Thomistic Studies,
which is the only graduate philosophy program in
the United States uniquely focused on the thought
of St. Thomas Aquinas.

“Throughout my years at UST, I have studied the
teachings of St. Thomas Aquinas,” Summerour said.
“Since we found out about our family connection to
St. Thomas, what I learned has become more interesting and meaningful. Someday I’d like to do more
research into the philosophy of St. Thomas and into
my family genealogy.”
Summerour said he is proud of his heritage, but
he is not one to boast. When he does mention the
coincidence of attending the University of St.
Thomas and being related to St. Thomas, “people
are surprised and express disbelief,” he said.
He is grateful for Lytton’s research which has
given his family a window into their past and a
legacy to pass on to future generations.
“My sister and several cousins are currently in
high school and are planning to attend UST. I will
be the first in the family to graduate from St.
Thomas, and we are intending on making it a family
tradition,” he said.
Lytton said he is not a professional genealogist,
but he takes his research very seriously. He uses
some online resources, but also tries to verify them
with books and official documents.
The Summerour family is lucky, Lytton said,
because their family lines happen to come from areas
that keep good records. St. Thomas Aquinas was of
noble birth, and the European nobility kept impeccable records, Lytton said. Lytton traced
Summerour’s maternal grandmother’s line from
Louisiana.
“People in Louisiana have some of the best birth,
marriage and death records in the United States
because they were all kept by the Parishes,” Lytton
said. “How sure am I about their connection to St.
Thomas? I can’t be absolutely certain, but the things
I’ve read and several different resources point me to
the same line of Antoinette Landry. She’s the key
that leads back to St. Thomas’ sister, Theodora. The
leap back to Europe is a short leap from Louisiana
with very solid records.”
Summerour’s future plans include a master’s
degree in political science and law school. While
on a merit scholarship at UST, he was inducted
into the following honor societies: Aquinas,
Theology, Political Science, and Philosophy.
In addition, he was named to the National Dean’s
List and Who’s Who Among Students in American
Universities and Colleges. I

proteome research. UST was among the first universities nationwide to offer bioinformatics as a major at
the undergraduate level.
“I chose to major in bioinformatics because I was
more interested in molecular biology and genomic
studies than traditional biology. It was more chemistry-based and mathematically challenging, and I
wanted to maximize on that,” Eaves said.
In addition to bioinformatics and her research,
Eaves was also in the pre-dental program. Over the
past four years, UST graduates have had a 71 percent
acceptance rate to dental school.
In high school, Eaves knew she wanted to pursue
a career in the medical field.
“I thought I wanted to be a doctor, but I did a
summer program at the University of Texas Medical
School, and I knew I didn’t want that lifestyle.” After
“shadowing,” or observing her family dentist and
numerous other dentists, Eaves found her calling.
“Dentistry is a very hands-on field where I can
establish long-lasting relationships with people. It’s
challenging, because every person is different, and
everybody has different needs. I want to go to
Columbia because I want to specialize, possibly in
prosthodontics, or working with complex prosthetics
and restorative dental medicine,” Eaves said.
Her ultimate goal, however, is to teach at a dental
school. While at UST, Eaves worked at the Learning
and Writing Center and at Kaplan.
“To me, teaching is one of the most fulfilling
aspects of my life. My goal is to couple my love for
helping people through dentistry and teaching in
order to truly achieve a fulfilling life, personally and
professionally,” she said. I
3
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Kate Dickinson, theology
“Reading the Book of Jonah as a
Prophetic Oracle”

2008 Research Symposium
C

onsidered the culmination of academic endeavors, each spring semester, undergraduate and graduate students further their search for knowledge and truth and participate in the University of St. Thomas Research Symposium. This honored tradition helps students gain a greater
depth of knowledge in their field, hone their public speaking and critical thinking skills and work side-by-side with their faculty mentors. This
year, the Symposium was held on April 11 and 12 with 130 participants, 84 oral presenters, eight graduate presenters, 46 posters entered and 17
departments represented. Symposium participants from a variety of disciplines share an abstract of their findings with the UST community.

“One of St. Thomas’ most impressive accomplishments is its Research Symposium,” said President Dr. Robert Ivany. “This is a clear example of
dedicated faculty members working together with inspired students to develop a unique product that is a distinguishing achievement of our school.”

Whitney Stewart, history
“The Eaton Affair: Gossiping, Gender
& Power in Jacksonian America”
When Andrew Jackson became
president of the United States in
1829, he chose John Henry
Eaton, his biographer, leading
political adviser and Tennessee
friend, to be secretary of war.
Just a few months earlier,
Eaton married Margaret
“Peggy” O’Neale
Timberlake, the recent
widow of a Navy officer,
John B. Timberlake.
When her Navy
husband set sail, rumors
circulated of an illicit
affair with John Eaton. Peggy’s
marriage to John, only nine months
after Timberlake took his own life, fueled the
gossip, particularly among other cabinet members’
wives. Peggy Eaton, labeled immoral, was soon
excluded from the capital’s parlor circle of
women. No proper woman could exchange visits

4

with her, invite her to social functions or be seen
chatting with her. Historians have looked
at the Eaton affair from multiple
angles: the rancorous politics that
defined the era; the nature of
“parlor politics” among women; and
the gendered notions of manhood
and womanhood that exploded
publicly during the affair.
In exploring the concept of
gossip in both the private and
public spheres – the female and
male spheres – this paper shows
how a taken-for-granted form of
communication in the age of
Andrew Jackson seamlessly interwove prevailing notions of
politics and gender. As a social
practice, gossip can promote
individual interests and values.
During the Eaton Affair, gossip
was a communicative device used
purposefully to forward male and
female motives, and gossip’s purpose
changed as the scandal moved from

the parlor politics of women to the political realm
of men. Beginning merely as a spat between
women, the snubbing of Peggy Eaton became
public knowledge when Andrew Jackson’s entire
cabinet resigned over the issue.
Without limits, gossip about an unwomanly
woman disrupted the capital, dismantled a presidential cabinet and divided a country.
Throughout the scandal, both men and women
used gender roles and gossip as sources of
power and authority. This case study demonstrates the inevitable intermingling of politics
and culture – backhanded talk that can turn
into politicized rhetoric and can involve
notions of gender norms – a legacy found
among modern day American politics, particularly with this upcoming election and with a
female candidate running for President. ■

Liliana Cárcamo, education
“The Influence of the Dyad Reading Technique on
the Reading Performance of Third Grade Students in
a Dual Language Immersion Program”
The purpose of this study is to measure the
effectiveness of the Dyad Reading technique on

the reading performance of third grade students in
a Dual Language Immersion program. Dyad
Reading, developed by Eldredge and
Butterfield (1986), is a technique where
a Lead Reader (LR) helps an Assisted
Reader (AR) to improve his reading
skills. An LR is a student in the classroom who reads well, while an AR is
a student in the classroom who reads
poorly. The dyad readers sit side-byside and share a book that the LR
is able to read and that at the same
time is challenging for the AR.
The LR reads aloud in a natural
fluent manner, pointing out the
words, while the AR reads in unison
the best that he can.
Dual Language education is a
program that aims to develop bilingualism and multiculturalism in both
language majority and language
minority students. Language minority
students in a Dual Language
Immersion program are English
Language Learners (ELLs); on the
other hand, language majority
students are native English speakers.
In this specific study, the primary language
(L1) of the ELLs is Spanish.
This single school quantitative action research
study will employ a quasi-experimental non-equivalent pretest-posttest control group design. The
Dyad Reading treatment will be imparted to the
experimental group, an intact class of grade three
at an elementary school in Houston. The control
group, another intact class, will continue with
traditional reading instruction. ■

The Book of Jonah is often
read as a story about a prophet.
This study examines the effects
of reading the Book of Jonah
as though it were an oracle
written by a prophet. It considers
the book as an inspired whole,
written within the context of
the post-exilic reevaluation of
the role of prophet.
After a brief comparison of the
story of Jonah to other oracles found
the prophetic books, the story of
Jonah is reread as though it were an
oracle itself. What emerges is a vision
of God revealing himself outside the
borders of the Hebrew nation and
the imminent re-evaluation of the
Judaic Covenant. Within the
story, Jonah’s character illumines the
inherent limitations of the human prophet
for the salvific work God intends. The tension
between obedient prophecy and God’s freedom is
revealed and the evidential sign of true prophecy
can no longer be evaluated according to the
Deuteronomistic command. With this in mind,
Christ’s reference to Jonah in the Book of
Matthew is reread. Just as Christ himself becomes
the self-referencing sign of God’s work, so too the
Book of Jonah and the vision in it (the end of the
prophetic era as known, the re-evaluation of signs
as proof of truth, and the understanding of God
who is invested in inclusive salvation) becomes a
self-referencing sign of its fulfillment.

Arsalan Shah, Mudasser Khan,
Niloufar Aghakasiri, biology
“Temperature stress, superoxide dismutase
activity and virus acquisition in Bemisia
tabaci (Hemiptera: Aleyrodidae)”
Whiteflies’ remarkable
ability to transmit and spread
begomoviruses has had a
substantial impact on global
food production. The ability
of the whitefly to survive in
extreme climates may be
related to the regulation
of the enzyme, superoxide
dismutase (SOD), which
functions in the conversion
of O2- free radicals to less
toxic products. Superoxide free
radicals bind to macromolecules
in cells and may lead to breakdown of cellular membranes.
The purpose of our study
is to establish a correlation
between stress, virus acquisition
and SOD activity. Previously,
we have shown the presence of
superoxide dismutase in Bemisia
tabaci whole body extracts
under normal metabolic conditions. In this study, we determined the effects of
heat stress on whiteflies fed on either begomovirus-infected tomato or healthy tomato plants.
Two begomoviruses, tomato mottle virus (ToMoV)
and tomato yellow leaf curl virus (TYLCV) were
used in the study. SOD activity was characterized
and quantified using an electrophoretic assay
combined with a commercially available spectrophotometric assay.
Data showed that SOD activity was directly

proportional to an increase in temperature in
non-viruliferous whiteflies. The same was observed
for SOD isozymes in the electrophoretic assay.
Our results show a correlation between SOD
activity, heat stress and the interactions
with begomovirus. ■

Cheryl Witty Castillo,
international studies
“Secularism and Religious
Tension”
The notion of secularism
played a key role in the
democratic development
of two of the world’s most
powerful and influential
nations: France and the
United States. This paper
examines the historical
significance of the idea of
separation of church and
state in France and in the
United States, as well as
the impact of secularism on the
development of both countries.
This study questions the current
relevance of secularism in the French and
American democratic systems. An examination
of factors such as national identity and political
rights will also question the possibility of the
secular state. Religious fundamentalism, found in
France and the United States, challenges both
countries’ claim to secularism, making the issue as
significant today as it was when the
founders of both the current French
and American governmental
framework defined the idea of the
separation of church and state,
and integrated it into their
constitutions.

Amy Knutson,
chemistry
“NMR determination of the
kinetics of deuterium exchange
in acyclic hexanones”
The Chemistry Department
obtained a grant from the
National Science Foundation
to purchase an Anasazi Eft 60
FTNMR system. Nuclear
magnetic resonance (NMR) is
the one technique singled out
as essential by the American
Chemical Society Committee
on Professional Training.
Although the term “nuclear”
appears in the name, no
radioactivity is involved.
NMR technology is the
basis of Magnetic
Resonance Imaging (MRI),
which has become familiar for its application in
medicine in recent years.
Knutson used the NMR spectrometer to study
the rates of chemical reactions. We specifically
studied base-catalyzed deuterium exchange in
the non-cyclic six-carbon ketones. These offer
wide varieties of rates depending on whether
there is branching at the alpha position. These
experiments have been adapted as undergraduate
laboratory experiments and incorporated into
our curriculum. Partial support for this work was
provided by the National Science Foundation’s
Course, Curriculum and Laboratory Improvement
program under Award No. 0536648. The Welch
Foundation is acknowledged for support. ■
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After acquiring advanced degrees, I could not wait
to come back to UST as a faculty member. I have
stayed almost 40 years now and love every minute of
it. The physical appearance of the campus has
changed, but the quality of teaching has not.
Dr. Thomas Malloy ’64, professor, chemistry
I have always been grateful for the education
I received at St. Thomas and especially to certain
faculty members. These were the faculty members who
taught me how to think, to study and apply myself –
a trait I had not developed in high school. They
challenged me and helped me when I needed it.
They exposed me to new ideas and enriched my life.
I kept in touch with some of the faculty and met
new faculty who would eventually take their place.
After eight years as a professor at a doctorate-granting
university and then 21 years in industry, I was pleased
to be able to join the faculty at St. Thomas in 2000.
As we proceed deeper into the 21st century, I hope we
have the wisdom to provide our students with the
education they will need to thrive, and they will look
back at St. Thomas as fondly as I do.

Back
to their

future

They have come back to the site of their
education and, for many, the site of inspiration
to become educators. These faculty alumni
share not only fond memories of their time
spent as students at UST, but a common
thread that binds their motivation to return.
Pictured l to r: (front) Dr. Charles Sommer, Prof. Ly Phan,
(middle) Dr. Robert LeBlanc, Prof. Ramon Fernandez,
Dr. Thomas Malloy, Prof. Rolande Leguillon, (back)
Dr. Livia Bornigia, Prof. Rick Young, Prof. Charles Krohn.
(Not shown) Dr. John Palasota, Dr. Mary Kelleher.
Dr. Livia Bornigia ’90, assistant professor,
communication
As someone new, not only to Houston, but to
America, I was concerned I would not find a university that could welcome me and give me a sense of
belonging. However, the first time I visited UST I
knew I had found a home. Over the years spent here
as a student, I was able to pursue my academic interests within the Communication Department, a place
where ideas, freedom of expression and creativity
were, and still are, fostered and encouraged. My teachers became my friends and, years later, my colleagues.
I came back to give my students the same sense of
welcome and respect that I received at the beginning
of my academic career. UST is a diverse campus with
many students of different cultures and beliefs. Our
warm welcome makes us unique and we should
preserve it.
Ramon Fernandez ’79, assistant professor,
accounting,
I was a student at UST in the late ’70s. These
were great years for me. I appreciated the Catholic
liberal arts education I received in conjunction with
my accounting and business administration joint
major. Some of the outstanding instructors I had back
then are still around: Lee Carl, accounting; Dr. Barry
Wilbratte, economics and finance; Elsa ZamboscoThomas, Spanish and Fr. Victor Brezik, CSB,
philosophy, to name just a few. Even though we did
not have sports teams or even a gym, the campus
was vibrant with student life at both the department
and University levels. It was a nurturing university
community, spearheaded by the Basilian Fathers, who
worked tirelessly at the University in all capacities.
I hope I can continue to contribute to students’ UST
experience for many years to come.
Dr. Mary Kelleher ’85, assistant professor,
periodicals reference librarian
Why couldn’t I stay away? The only answer is the
faculty. Dr. Julian Wasserman discussed philosophy
with teenaged potential English majors as if it was the
most common of activities. Fr. James Embser, CSB,
6

handed me a note during my Latin final exam that
said (in Latin) “tell your mother she has two most
erudite daughters.” Dr. Joy Linsley convinced me to
become a “handmaid of literature,” which I did with
graduate degrees in English and library science. And
we all worshipped the water that Dr. Jerome Kramer
walks on. Every faculty member I encountered from
gentle, elderly Fr. Robert Lamb, CSB, to the newest,
greenest adjunct had time for students. We were their
raison d’être. They had given me quite literally
wisdom, discipline and goodness, and I had to return
to live out that heritage trying to do the same.
Charles Krohn ’58, professor, English
It was during my undergraduate years that I
became impressed with the joy that my teachers (laity
and clergy alike) took in their teaching. My mentor,
Fr. Edward Lee, CSB, told me once why he loved to
teach: “I get to be in the presence of students, my
fellow teachers, ideas and books. What could be
better?” From that moment, I knew what I wanted to
do. After teaching in prep schools in Houston, and
after attending graduate school at the University of
Houston and the University of Texas, I was asked by
Fr. William Young, CSB, then president of UST, to
join the faculty in 1966. I was made full professor in
1977, and now in the 21st century and in my 42nd
year at UST, I count myself fortunate to still be here
and to be “in the presence of students, my fellow
teachers, ideas and books.” And I still love it.
Dr. Robert LeBlanc ’69, dean, School of
Education
After a 32-year career in K-12 education in the
Houston and Klein school districts and several years
of adjunct teaching, I decided to apply for a tenure
track position in the School of Education graduate
program teaching the educational administration
courses. The idea of training future school leaders
pre-service was exciting. I applied and was lucky
enough to get the job and began in the fall of 2002.
I have known UST for more than 40 years as a
student, alumnus, parent of a graduate, faculty
member and now associate dean. It is and has always
been a very special place: a community of bright and
caring people that has enriched my life spiritually,
personally and professionally.
Rolande Leguillon ’62, professor and
program chair, French
Everybody has a different reason for having chosen
UST as a place to study. Mine is definitively different.
English was not my native tongue. My degrees were
not American, and nobody – University of Houston,
Rice University – knew how to evaluate them. But at
the University of St. Thomas, I was welcomed by Fr.
William Young, CSB, whose Canadian background
enabled him to read my credentials at first glance. His
friendliness made me decide to stay.
My UST experience was instrumental in my decision to join the faculty as soon as possible. Professors
cared for their students and respected their opinions.
There was a constant dialogue and respect between
professors and students.

Dr. John Palasota ’89, assistant dean,
School of Arts and Sciences, associate
professor of chemistry
My doctoral dissertation is dedicated to all of
those who taught, guided, supported and encouraged
me through my years of formal education. My UST
chemistry and mathematics professors are among this
influential and dedicated group of people. They
encouraged and challenged me throughout my time
at UST and helped me to see my full potential, both
inside and outside of the classroom. I learned from
how they treated me, my fellow students, and each
other with respect and compassion.
My approach to teaching is heavily influenced
by the extraordinary teachers I was fortunate to have
learned from at UST. I’m proud to say the UST
chemistry and mathematics faculty who taught me
are among the best, and I’m honored to be working
side-by-side with many of them now.
Ly Phan ’98, instructor, psychology
A Vietnamese proverb teaches “Eat the fruit,
remember the farmers.” I deeply appreciate the rigorous training I received as an undergraduate student at
UST. During the past few years, it has been an honor
and a blessing for me to work alongside my former
professors with whom I share a passion for training
future generations of competent researchers and
professionals. I want to continue that tradition of
imparting the good foundation that I received, as
well as to contribute to the Psychology Department’s
continual development and excellence. I hope I can
show, through my teaching, scholarship and service,
that UST is a great institution.
Dr. Charles Sommer ’99, assistant professor,
theology
My wife and I are both alumni of the University
of St. Thomas, and the one thing that made us want
to return to Houston and to UST was the sense of
community. As students, the faculty welcomed us into
the UST community of learning. They were always
teachers and mentors, but by our graduation, they had
become close to friends. We’ve joked that at our
wedding, we had more professors than fellow students.
When I was given the opportunity to join the faculty,
I jumped at the chance, because although the campus
has changed since we graduated (some houses are
gone, and more green space has been added), that
sense of community has remained the same. I feel
privileged to be a part of that group that welcomes
students into the community, and to pass on the love
of inquiry, learning, and the joy of finding the truth to
which I was introduced as a student.
Rick Young ’70, associate professor,
political science

Having come out of Westbury High School in
1966, intending to teach college-age students, I
majored in history and was mentored by Herman
Detering, Douglas Mitchell, Fr. Brezik, Fr. Lamb,
Jean Kitchel and others. But I became a lawyer.
At St. Thomas, I received the finest schooling one
could imagine; so engaging, that like a wave ending
on shore, I was dragged back to my intellectual
home. In 1990, I started my real career – teaching
undergraduates.
“If you return me to my home port
I will kiss you, mother Earth
Take me back now, take me back now
To the port of my birth.” – Mark Farner,
Grand Funk Railroad
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ENVISIONING GREATNESS
“The University aims to become
known as one of the nation’s great
Catholic universities. Achieving this
vision depends upon the degree to
which generous alumni and friends
share their blessings. Great universities have great endowments. Current
gift levels continue to grow and meet annual financial
priorities of the University. However, the key to sustaining excellence, let alone greatness, is a stable source of
financial resources. Enlarging the University endowment
is a key goal. One way to meet this goal is to expand our
planned giving service to you. Take the quiz below, then
go online to examine our planned giving Web site illustrated on this page. By doing so, your planned gift will
benefit the University, yourself and loved ones. Thank
you for keeping the St. Thomas star shining bright.”
H. Ken DeDominicis
Vice President for Institutional Advancement

http://www.stthom.edu/giftlegacy
Welcome to University of St. Thomas
Planned Giving
Thank you for your interest in the University of St. Thomas. Our hope is to serve you and your family with
helpful information. We have an increasing number of friends at UST who now are benefiting from life income
gifts, gift annuities and other plans. Thank you for taking the time to explore the benefits of gift planning.

Weekly Article
Reaping the Harvest of a Lifetime

Jack and Wanda live on a large farm where they grow vegetables and raise a wool-producing herd of
sheep. Wanda loves to weave and enjoys creating handmade woolen garments ranging from shawls to
sweaters. More...
ePostcard Article – Wills Planning Reaps Benefits... Read Further...

Benefits for Family and University of St. Thomas
There are several types of plans. Many of these have wonderful benefits for the gift donors. Many of these
families have enjoyed increased income and generous tax savings. You might start by meeting these
friends. Just click on the picture and you can view each story.

Is a Gift Annuity Right for You?

Generous IRA Gift
Jerry is a fireman who volunteers for a number of charities in his community. Recently, University
of St. Thomas shared an opportunity to join in a new program with a positive impact. Jerry was
excited to help, but a lead gift of $10,000 was needed to start the program. More on Generous
IRA Gift >>.

___ I would like to make a gift to the University of
St. Thomas that would not only help UST, but
provide me with income for the rest of my life.
___ I would like to receive regular, fixed payments
that I can count on.

Property Turns Into Income

___ I would like to receive payments that may be
as much or more than I might receive from
other financial arrangements.

Miranda Jackson lived in the family home where she and her husband had raised their three
children. After her husband passed away, Miranda found it increasingly difficult to care for her
property. More on Property Turns Into Income >>.

___ I would like a portion of each payment I
receive to be tax-free.

Flexible Deferred Gift Annuity
Lewis is a 54-year-old executive at a large healthcare company. He purchased company stock
during years when the stock price was low, and now the stock has grown substantially to
$118,000. More on Flexible Deferred Gift Annuity >>.

___ I would like to receive an income tax
charitable deduction for my gift.
___ I would like to reduce the size of my estate to
lessen (or avoid) estate taxes.
___ I would like to know more about charitable
gift annuities.
If you answered “TRUE” to most or all of these
questions, a gift annuity from the University of
St. Thomas may fit your needs perfectly. Use the
coupon below to request further information.
Or, please call Diane Thornton, CFP®, the
Director of Planned Giving at 713-942-5080. As
always, your inquiry will be treated confidentially.

U N I V E R S I T Y O F S T. T H O M A S
Dear Diane,

I
I
I
I

Please send me free literature about gift annuities.
Please contact me about a personal visit or other
assistance.

Part Gift and Part Sale
Sue and Jim Wilson bought their first home many years ago. As they were landscaping in the
yard, painting and fixing up that home, Jim was impressed with the home improvement store.
More on Part Gift and Part Sale >>.

Steps to Wise Giving
There are several steps to help you make wise and prudent gifts. These pages are here to help you learn how
gift planning ideas can be of personal benefit. Let us suggest a few steps that would help you in that process.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

View the donor stories.
View a personal color story for yourself.
Read the Weekly Article.
View the Personal Finance Note for this week.
Learn about personal finance news.
Meet our planned giving staff. We are here to help you.
Sign up for our free weekly personal finance newsletter.

I have provided for UST in my will or other estateplanning document.

Thanks very much for visiting us! I would be very pleased to help you.
Simply e-mail me at thorntd@stthom.edu at your convenience.

Please send me information about the UST Heritage
Club for individuals who have made provisions for the
future for UST.

Diane Thornton, CFP®
University of St. Thomas
Director of Planned Giving

__________________________________________
Name

____________________________________________________________
Address

____________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip

Please mail this form to:
Diane Thornton
University of St. Thomas
3800 Montrose Blvd.
Houston, TX 77006

Professional Advisors
We also have a complete tax update service for CPAs, attorneys, CLUs, CFPs, ChFCs, trust officers and
other professional friends. The GiftLaw services are made available to all advisors as a free service. We also
are always available to assist in helping you provide clients with clear and understandable gift illustrations.
If you would like assistance with a gift illustration, please contact thorntd@stthom.edu.
If you are a professional advisor, you may take the following steps on this site.
•
•
•
•

View the latest charitable tax news.
Research charitable tax questions.
Calculate a charitable deduction.
Sign up for the free weekly charitable tax e-newsletter.

“Rates are falling July 1. Consider a gift annuity now.”
7
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University of St. Thomas Mardi Gras 2008

T

he stars were out on the night of Feb. 5 as
the University of St. Thomas hosted its
annual Mardi Gras Gala to raise money for the
Fr. Francis E. Monaghan Scholarship Fund. More
than 500 guests celebrated UST’s time-honored
tradition at the Corinthian, dining on filet mignon
and donning masks and beads as they helped raise
$800,000 for the education of current and future
UST students. This year’s theme, “An Evening of
Stars,” celebrated the University’s donors,
benefactors and all others who help make a faithbased college education possible. Cora Sue and
Harry Mach of Mach Industrial Group chaired the
event. Mrs. Mach sits on the board of directors for
the University. This year’s honoree was Houston
Chronicle President and Publisher Jack Sweeney,

Shining Star newsletter is
published by the Office of Public
Affairs as a means of informing
students, alumni, faculty, staff and
friends about University activities,
campus news and participation
opportunities. For questions or
comments please call 713-525-3103.
Publisher

H. Ken DeDominicis
VP for Institutional Advancement
Editor

Sandra Soliz
Director of Public Affairs
Writer, Editor

Elise Marrion
Contributors

Carol Rust
UST President

Dr. Robert R. Ivany

who helped create UST’s award-winning
“Shining Star” logo. Donors bid in a live auction
featuring a dinner with His Eminence Daniel
Cardinal DiNardo and weeklong stays in private
homes in France, Mexico, England and other
locations. A silent auction was also part of the
festivities. UST seniors Grover Green and Meris
Chaumont, who won the honor of this year’s
student king and queen, greeted attendees and
later gave speeches thanking donors for making a
St. Thomas education possible for themselves and
others. Serving as Mistress of Ceremonies at the
black tie event was former local news anchor
Shara Fryer. The Champion Sisters and the
Richard Brown Orchestra performed while a
magician and a juggler entertained.

UST 2007-2008 Board of Directors

Ms. Gloria M. Portela, Chair
Mr. George DeMontrond III, Vice Chair
Dr. Robert R. Ivany, President of the University
Rev. Robert J. Barringer, CSB
Rev. Patrick Braden, CSB
J. Downey Bridgwater
Rev. Brendan Cahill
Rev. Daniel Callam, CSB
Dr. Dorothy E.F. Caram
Tammy Casey
Gerardo A. Chapa
Michael Cordúa
Rev. Robert W. Crooker, CSB
Lee D. Cutrone Jr.
His Eminence Daniel Cardinal
DiNardo
Bruce Earthman
Dr. Herbert P. Edmundson Jr.
George Farris
Michael Fleming
Rev. John Gallagher, CSB

Rev. Anthony Giampietro, CSB
Joseph A. Hafner Jr.
John E. Hagale
David Harvey
Raymond A. LeBlanc
Cora Sue Mach
Michele Malloy
Rev. Joseph Pilsner, CSB
Kim Ruth
Rev. Ronald G. Schwenzer, CSB
Robert Signorelli
Tom Standish
Randy Velarde
Dr. Kenneth Wells
Raye White
A. Martin Wickliff Jr.
Joseph G. Zarcaro

The University of St. Thomas is a private institution committed to the liberal arts and to the
religious, ethical and intellectual tradition of Catholic higher education.
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