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Investing in Opportunity
UST Community Supports Peruvian Education Project

T

hese students live more than 3,600 miles away, but Dr.
Gustavo Wensjoe knows them all by name – their families too. He knows their stories, and like a proud parent, he
relishes every improvement on each report card.
Browsing through photos of students of Colegio 1270 San
Juan Bautista in the Huyacán district of Lima, Perú, Wensjoe
narrates the slideshow with a familial tenderness in his voice.
“This is my poster girl Gina Barrueta who wants to be a doctor. Look
at those eyes; look how they shine. Look at that smile. That is not a child
who is defeated by poverty. That is a child with promise,” Wensjoe said.
Wensjoe, director of the University of St. Thomas Center for
International Studies, created the Peruvian Education Project (PEP) in
2004, with the help of fellow UST faculty, students and friends. PEP
seeks to provide better educational opportunities for students ages 12 to
17 years who show academic promise despite living in the most destitute
shantytowns of Lima.
PEP started out by providing a five-year scholarship for four of the
school’s top students. The program has now grown to provide scholarships for 24 students. Scholarships cover school fees, uniforms, books,
school supplies, field trips, 90 extra minutes of math and two meals a day,
five days a week – meals many of the students’ families cannot afford
to provide at home. In return, the students are required to maintain
excellent grades, and they are not permitted to work outside the home
during the week – a significant cultural shift and financial commitment
from the parents.
Now in its fourth year, PEP has expanded the scope of projects to
include replacing the existing substandard school facilities with three

fully-equipped classrooms built on solid foundation from quality construction materials. Prior to the completion of the new classrooms in late
June, the students learned in ramshackle plywood, and even cardboard,
structures with rusted tin roofs that could barely shield them from the
elements, much less impending threats of earthquakes in Peru.
“As a Peruvian, I have always wanted to do something for the poor of
Peru,” Wensjoe said. “Education isn’t going to solve everything, but without education, these kids won’t have any future. It can be heartbreaking,
but these kids are going places. I have tremendous hope for them. This is
a way to put into practice the Catholic values of social justice that we
emphasize here at St. Thomas. We’re not just talking the talk, we’re
walking the walk.”
The University of St. Thomas community has rallied to support
Wensjoe in his efforts to help Peruvian students reach their potential. Dr.
Hans Stockton and Professor Ramon Fernandez participated in the initial
implementation of the project. Nearly every member of the PEP Board of
Directors has a connection to UST, including faculty members Dr. Pierre
Canac, Dr. Rogelio Garcia-Contreras and Dr. Linda Pett-Conklin. Other
Board members include Maria del Carmen Jimenez-Marcos, the mother
of a UST graduate, Henry Bower, a UST alumnus, Jim Boyd and Sheen
Smith. Dr. Barry Wilbratte, Dr. Sheila Waggoner, Dr. Michael Colvin,
Lori Gallagher and many others have pledged financial support.
“This is very much a St. Thomas project, and I think it shows the
depth of the commitment of our faculty,” Wensjoe said.
Canac, associate professor of economics and finance, has had the
opportunity to visit the school site in Lima. He emphasized our moral
obligation to lend assistance to those in need, and the widespread
Continues on page 2.

ABOVE –The Peruvian Education Project provides scholarships for students at a school located in the shantytown of Lima, Perú: (top left) students learn in substandard classrooms;
(top right) PEP Site Coordinator Esaquiel Astete and Dr. Gustavo Wensjoe pose with students; (bottom left) students are provided with daily meals; (center) student Gina Barrueta
poses for the camera; and (bottom right) PEP has funded the construction of new classsrooms.

Alumni Board President Frances Escriva Reflects on UST Experience

A

lumna Frances Escriva was content and
comfortable as a student at St. John Fisher
College in Rochester, New York, until she met a
visiting professor from a fellow Basilian school,
the University of St. Thomas. Dr. Rolande
Leguillon sparked Escriva’s interest in a college,
in a city and in a state in which Escriva had
never set foot.
“I started showing up early to class just to hear
Madame Leguillon talk about the University of
St. Thomas,” Escriva said. “I said when they start
exchanging students instead of exchanging professors, I would be the first to sign up.”
She transferred to UST and never looked
back. Now 30 years later, Escriva, who earned
both a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science in
1978 and a Master of Business Administration in
2000 from UST, has been named president of the
Alumni Association Board of Directors. In her
professional life, Escriva serves as the controller
for Mid-South Telecommunications Company.
Kelli Kickerillo will serve as vice president of
the Alumni Association Board; Stephanie
Dedeaux was named treasurer; Bernard “Burney”
Hebinck will be parliamentarian and Lisbet
Newton is secretary.
Kia Wissmiller, director of major constituents,
welcomed Escriva to the board and praised her
continued dedication to the University.
“Frances has a tremendous work ethic and has
been very active with the Alumni Association for
years. It will be a privilege to work with her and
the Alumni Association Board of Directors under
her leadership,” Wissmiller said.
When she returns to campus, Escriva says she
frequently feels the same welcome she felt when
three UST students greeted her the first day she
stepped off the airplane from New York. Many of
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her professors are still teaching and still recognize
her – including Dr. Leguillon – of course.
“The faculty members at UST are really top
notch,” she said. “They really want their students
to succeed, not just academically, but in life.
There are quite a few professors teaching who
were here when I was a student, and I think that
speaks well of a University.”
Escriva was the first of her family to fall in
love with UST, but soon other family members
followed. Her sister, Maggie Escriva, also earned
a degree from UST in 1985; and her other sister,
Angela Escriva, is now an instructor of Spanish
at UST.
Just as she led her family to UST, as president
of the University of St. Thomas Alumni
Association Board of Directors, Escriva aims to
bring more alumni back to the campus and get
them more involved in the University. She and
her husband, Joseph McKay, are sponsoring the
October 29 Alumni Social Night at the Black
Labrador, 4100 Montrose Blvd. This event also
will serve as a class of 1978 reunion, the 30th
anniversary of their graduation.

“A lot of people haven’t visited campus in a
long time, and a lot has changed,” Escriva said.
“It’s so beautiful. Alumni should see what St.
Thomas has done and how it has grown. I think
people will want to be a part of it again. It’s not
just about fundraising and events, it’s also about
getting people to be a part of the St. Thomas
family again.”
Escriva applauds the Alumni Board for working to endow the alumni scholarship and said she
is very proud of their accomplishments working
together. In the spring of 2007, the Alumni Board
voted to increase the amount of the Alumni
Scholarship. The Alumni Scholarship, considered
a priority of the Alumni Board, is awarded each
spring to a returning UST student. Escriva plans
to continue on that positive upswing, and hopes
to generate more creative fundraising ideas. She
would also like to encourage class agents to be
more active.
“When I was a student here, UST was not
very well known,” she said. “I would go home to
New York and talk about St. Thomas and people
would think I was talking about the Virgin
Islands. I’m glad we aren’t the best kept secret
anymore. I want to share this school with others.”
She said alumni are in a unique position to
serve as spokespersons to spread the word about
UST throughout the community. With so many
different ways to get involved – be it alumni
social events, sports events, the mentoring
program, the fall fashion show, the Alumni
Volunteer Corps, lectures and guest speakers –
there is something for everyone.
“With our busy careers, families and commitments, it’s easy to put UST on the back burner,
but you want your degree to mean something.
That reciprocity is important. We need to do
something and give something back to make
certain our degrees and those of others continue
to count in the community. This University
teaches us all about being well-rounded people
who care about others.” I

Investing in Opportunity
economic benefits of improved global education.
“As Catholics living in a globalized world, we
cannot avoid being concerned about the plight of
poor people wherever they may be,” Canac said.
“As an economist, I understand that reducing
poverty requires two main ingredients, education
and investment. Clearly, firms will not invest if
they cannot hire educated workers.”
Canac went on to say, “I believe that those of
us who are lucky to enjoy a comfortable lifestyle
have the duty to help those less fortunate. Poverty
cannot be alleviated without reducing ignorance,
and in today’s globalized economy we all have a
responsibility in making our world a better place to
live for all human beings. I am thankful to
Gustavo for organizing and leading this project to
where it is today and to UST for supporting PEP’s
mission, which bolsters UST’s own mission.”
Lori Gallagher, director of the Center for Irish
Studies, echoed Canac’s sentiments. “What better
way to give children a head start in life than by
encouraging them to learn? Once they embrace a
love of learning, they will carry it with them the
rest of their lives,” Gallagher said.
Wensjoe travels to Lima at least once a year
to see his own family, visit the students, and to
touch base with PEP Peruvian Site Coordinator
Professor Esaquiel Astete. Wensjoe has even taken
a group of Cameron School of Business MBA
students to study abroad in Lima to see the how
the program has progressed. PEP also hosted a
wine and hors d’oeuvres reception fundraiser in
October of 2007, complete with entertainment
from Ráices del Perú, a traditional Peruvian dance
company. A similar event will be held on Oct. 22,
2008 in the Ahern Room, Crooker Center, on the
UST campus.

Continued from page 1.

Sandra Flanagan, assistant director of graduate
business programs for the Cameron School of
Business, serves on the Board of Directors. “PEP
truly perpetuates the UST ideals of goodness and
knowledge, and so many people in the UST
community have been pulling together to help
these children,” Flanagan said. “It’s amazing to see
how far the U.S. dollar will go, and it awakens the
knowledge that you can make a difference in the
world. Just to see the pictures of a 10-year-old smiling and so happy and grateful to be going to school
– their gratitude inspires me to be a better person.”
Wensjoe has been diligent to include the
school’s parent association in both the educational
and facility improvements, often holding individual conferences with each parent. Parents have
been involved in many aspects of the decisionmaking process, and many have earned wages
working in the classroom construction crews.
“We have been very fortunate to work with a
supportive and active parent association,” Wensjoe
said. “It’s very important for the parents to be
involved and for them to have a sense of partnership. It gives them a sense of empowerment.
We want the parents to have a voice that they
have never had before. And you can see it is
working. Many of the families live without
running water in homes with dirt floors, and
the town itself is very dusty; yet the students’
uniforms are always clean and pressed. You can
see that the parents and the students take pride
in themselves and in their school.”
For more information about the Peruvian
Education Project or about the Center for
International Studies, contact Dr. Gustavo
Wensjoe at wensjoe@stthom.edu or go to
www.stthom.edu/pep. I

UNIVERSITY

L

OF

S T. T H O M A S

MASTER

IN

LIBERAL

ARTS

Choice, Freedom, Flexibility:
20 Years of MLA at UST

et’s talk numbers. The University of St. Thomas Master in Liberal Arts Program has a proven record of
success, and the numbers don’t lie. What began with a modest enrollment of 15 students in 1988 has grown
to more than 200 in 2008. Twenty years and 500 graduates later, students choose from approximately 125 classes per
semester in 17 different areas of study.
The MLA program was established to offer a master’s
degree that would appeal to non-traditional students inter10 – 11 a.m. Saturday, November 1
ested in liberal arts graduate studies. The 36-credit-hour
Malloy Hall Boardroom
program enables students to tailor coursework to fit their
3815 Mt. Vernon
Register at www.choose-ust.org/mla
interests and goals. Internships and study abroad opportunities
are also available. The interdisciplinary nature of the degree
University of St. Thomas
program gives students a high degree of flexibility and freeMaster in Liberal Arts
dom. The vast majority of MLA students have full-time jobs
713-525-6951
Dr. Ravi Srinivas, Director
and are able to complete the degree on a part-time basis by
Master in Liberal Arts Program
taking classes in the evening.
Director of the Master in Liberal Arts Program Dr. Ravi
Srinivas said, “The MLA program is poised for continued growth into its third decade. The University of St.
Thomas remains committed to provide an opportunity for adult students to meet their academic and professional
goals through a graduate degree in the liberal arts.”

MLA Open House

Adapting to
every challenge

“When I came to St. Thomas, Dr. Janice GordonKelter immediately saw leadership in me. I am a
very different person today than I was when I
came to UST. I would say it’s because I stand on
the shoulders of some very incredible people.
Most of them are here at UST.” Michelle Carnahan

In her professional life, Michelle Carnahan has become a career chameleon
and problem solver, adapting to every challenge.
Her remarkable ability to employ her natural strengths has provided an
evolving set of skills that has served her through her progressive employment
tasks. Her thirst for knowledge and love of learning have enabled her to rise
to every occasion.
Carnahan, who earned a Master in Liberal Arts degree with a concentration in political science from the University of St. Thomas in 2005,
simultaneously serves as the Harris County Tax Office Chief Analyst and as
a UST adjunct professor of political science. This mother of two said much
of her professional success can be attributed to her strength in writing and
knowledge of statistics.
Carnahan was facing single-parenthood and re-entering the workforce
at the time she was considering graduate programs. Her cousin by marriage,
Matthew Summerour, was a UST freshman, and he encouraged Carnahan
to come to the University. Through her transition, Carnahan said the
community of UST greatly comforted her.
“I had always wanted to go to graduate school, but my intention was to
go to law school,” she said. “I hadn’t been in school for over 10 years. I had
two kids, and I was very hesitant to begin something like law school, but
UST was a great fit for me. Dr. Janice Gordon-Kelter wouldn’t let me out the
door without signing up.”
“When I came to St. Thomas, Dr. Gordon-Kelter immediately saw leadership in me,” Carnahan said. “I didn’t see that in myself. I’ve had a handful
of people who have seen leadership potential in me. Many of those people
comment that I am a very different person today than I was when I came to
UST. I would say it’s because I stand on the shoulders of some very incredible
people. Most of them are here at UST. I have had many incredible professors, but my two University mentors would have to be Dr. Jon Taylor and
Debbye Crofoot-Morley.”
In the course of her MLA studies, Carnahan worked as an intern with
the City of Houston in Houston Councilman Michael Berry’s office. After
she graduated from UST, she was offered a full-time job as director of special
Continues on page 6.
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Literary
Liberty

“In the MLA program, I always wanted to take
more classes than I could. It’s like when you go
to a buffet and you find all the different food
choices and you don’t know what to choose.
You get excited because there are so many
interesting classes.” Rose Mary Salum

Writers draw inspiration from limitless sources and may find a muse in any
form. When award-winning author Rose Mary Salum sought to continue
her education, she found the University of St. Thomas Master in Liberal
Arts program, where her sources of inspiration and academic exploration
are far from limited.
A 2002 UST MLA graduate and native of Mexico City, Salum has
written two books of short stories: Vitrales and Spaces in Between. She
founded Literal, Latin American Voices, a bilingual magazine about
literature and the arts in Houston, and co-founded Visible, a magazine
that celebrates Hispanic and Latin American art and culture. She also
serves as an adjunct professor of bilingual journalism at St. Thomas.
“The MLA program was perfect in the sense that it allowed me to do
whatever I really wanted to with my studies,” she said. “When I started,
I thought it was going to be a specific group of subjects and topics only
in my concentration, but then I discovered that most of the time you
can do whatever you need to do in order to become who you want to
become. The liberty and the freedom that it provides can do wonders
for your career.”
Salum’s work within the literary and editorial world has garnered many
accolades including special recognition by the United States Congress and
a 2003 nomination for a Hispanic Excellence Award. She also received a
nomination for the Maggie Awards of Media Excellence which honors
publications working to advance the print and online magazine business.
She is the recipient of three Lone Star Awards, which are given each year
in recognition of outstanding achievements in journalism and mass
communication in Texas.
Salum found her way to UST upon the recommendation of a reliable
source close to home. Her husband Antonio Simón is a UST alum who
shared fond memories of the people and programs at the University.
During her studies, Salum enjoyed taking courses from a variety of disciplines, including courses in literature written by Latin American women,
to the history of the Holocaust, to art history, and many others. She was
Continues on page 6.

Recording
History

“Dr. Irving Kelter, who advised me on my thesis,
was one of my most challenging, but most
influential professors. The writing experience I
had at UST as an undergraduate and in the MLA
program helped me to be well-prepared for the
assignments at NASA.” Leslie Richards

Leslie Richards loved her summer job. She gets giddy with excitement
describing the rush of flashing her NASA badge and driving past
Mission Control every morning, just so she could get her hands on a
piece of history.
Richards and James Hamm landed the opportunity of a lifetime when
they were selected as the only two interns for the nationally competitive
NASA Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center Oral History Project Summer
2008 Intern Program.
During the internship, Richards was working toward completing
her thesis for the University of St. Thomas Master in Liberal Arts program
with a concentration in history. Hamm graduated from UST with a
bachelor’s degree in history in May 2008, and also has plans to enter the
MLA program.
Established in 1996, the NASA Johnson Space Center Oral History
Project records detailed, first-person accounts from the individuals who first
provided the country and the world with an avenue to space and the moon.
Historians conduct in-depth interviews with managers, engineers, technicians, doctors, astronauts, and other employees of NASA along with
aerospace contractors who served key roles in the Mercury, Gemini, Apollo,
Skylab, and Shuttle programs. More than 500 people have participated in
the NASA Oral History Project since the program was introduced in the
summer of 1997.
As interns, Hamm and Richards worked in the Johnson Space Center
archives from June through August conducting background research
and writing biographical profiles of NASA employees, administrators
and astronauts to prepare Johnson Space Center historians for future oral
history interviews.
“Growing up in Houston in the shadow of NASA, I found the information we researched really fascinating,” Richards said. “As a kid, my favorite
movie was The Right Stuff, because it captured my imagination. In the
archives, I handled the actual original memos written by men whose names
I’ve heard my whole life. Every place you go on the Johnson Space Center
campus really is a piece of history, and we researched that history every day.”
Continues on page 6.
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Expanding
Perspective

“It’s about getting another perspective.
You start understanding that there is so much
more to learn, and so much more room for
growth in the human mind that I don’t think
we tap into enough. That was one of the most
important things I gained from my experience
at St. Thomas.” Edward Gonzalez

On the streets of one of the most culturally diverse cities in the nation,
Houston Police Department Sergeant Edward Gonzalez said he encounters people from all walks of life, from all backgrounds, all with their own
unique stories.
In the midst of a successful career as a homicide detective for Houston
Police Department, Gonzalez reached a point at which he wanted to
continue his education. He sought a graduate program that would allow
him to learn more about the diversity he found not only in his career and
in the community around him, but would also enable him to explore a
variety of subjects that appealed to his broad personal interests.
The Master in Liberal Arts program at the University of St. Thomas
was exactly what he wanted. Gonzalez earned an MLA degree with a
concentration in political science in 2007.
Gonzalez said he has always had an interest in political science.
Through his education at UST, he gained a deeper understanding of political theory, the history of political development and the differences in
political systems.
The political science courses also were tremendously applicable to
his personal interests and his involvement in the community level.
Gonzalez serves on the Houston Area Community Services Board;
he is a member of the Knights of Columbus at his parish, St. Patrick’s
Catholic Church Council 8404; he is Co-Chair of the American
Heart Association Hispanic Outreach Task Force and is President of
the LULAC Council No. 18. As a law enforcement officer committed
to his community, Gonzalez said he saw his own values of social justice
mirrored at St. Thomas.
“I came with those values, and they were reinforced and enhanced with
my experience at St. Thomas,” he said. “The idea of the common good,
trying to treat our fellow neighbors well, making things better for others
and thinking beyond ourselves are values I took with me. UST gave me
additional hope for my efforts in the community.”
Gonzalez said he was also intrigued and inspired by the International
Studies classes he took.
Continues on page 6.

Positive
Influence

“St. Thomas has been a wonderful experience for
me, and I’m glad I finally got my MLA. It makes
you a more well-rounded person, and it opens
your eyes to other aspects of life other than your
day-to-day work.” Ann Ellis

One would think teachers, lawyers and judges would not succumb to peer
pressure, but when it comes to post-graduate education, Ann Ellis has
been easily influenced. Fortunately, her peers have always steered her in
the right direction.
After teaching junior high school literature in Houston and Dallas
Catholic and public schools for eight years, Ellis found her way to law
school by way of a summer job at a downtown Houston bar.
“It just so happened that the bar was around the corner from South
Texas College of Law,” Ellis said. “Many law school students and professors
frequented the establishment. I got to know them and they encouraged me
to go to law school, so I did. I had thought about it when I was an undergraduate at the University of Dallas, but women at that time weren’t going
to law school.”
Fast forward eight years when her law practice, with offices on Fairview
and Shepherd, was in full swing. At the same time, she served as an associate municipal judge and as an adjunct professor at South Texas School of
Law. Ellis decided to post an ad for a legal assistant at the nearby
University of St. Thomas, knowing she would get quality applicants. Little
did she know that one applicant would influence yet another educational
chapter in her life.
“A student named Karen Blomstrom came to work for me in 1988. She
told me about the Master in Liberal Arts program they were starting. I had
never finished my thesis at the University of Dallas, so I wanted to get the
master’s degree that I never finished.”
Ellis enrolled in the St. Thomas MLA program in 1989 with a concentration in literature and took one course each semester.
“I always loved the times that I spent at the UST campus. When I
taught school in 1972, I took one course with Professor Charles Krohn, and
that class assisted me in my teaching career,” she said. “When I decided to
return to UST to obtain my MLA, I thought that my class would provide
an enjoyable thing to do one night a week, as well as an opportunity for
personal growth. I made many friends on this beautiful campus. The
professors were wonderful. The courses I took were marvelous, and it was a
Continues on page 6.
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Michelle Carnahan, continued.
projects. Carnahan started working for the City of
Houston right before Hurricane Katrina. Her first
challenge was to assist with the influx of evacuees
who were temporarily accommodated at the
Astrodome.
“We dealt with Oprah and Katie Couric, and the
drama between many different media sources,” she
said. “I was glad I had Dr. Robin Williamson’s
conflict resolution class because it helped me
immensely in that situation. When you are dealing
with people who have lost everything, you have to
choose your words carefully and be really respectful
of the evacuees.”
This experience prompted her to devise a fuel
concentration formula and a hurricane evacuation
model. She sought the
advice of Dr. Jon Taylor, who
in turn, encouraged her to
get published. “Assessing a
Mass Urban Evacuation:
Evaluating the Impact of
Sprawl on Metropolitan
Houston’s Response to
Hurricane Rita,” co-authored
by Carnahan and Taylor was
published by the American
Society of Public
Administration and
presented at their annual
conference in Washington
D.C. in March 2007.
Since then, Carnahan and Taylor have collaborated on additional projects. When the UST
Political Science Department was in need of additional professors, Taylor knew where to turn.
Carnahan now teaches classes at UST as an adjunct
professor two days a week and works for Harris
County full-time.
“My master’s degree from UST has opened so
many doors, from being an adjunct at UST and
representing the University as a political analyst, to
handling analyses for Harris County,” she said. “I was
incredibly prepared; my MLA was a very comprehensive degree that has allowed me to master many
challenges. UST provided me with more than a graduate degree. I am blessed to be part of a strong faithfilled community, both professionally and personally.
I am proud to be a UST faculty member; I hope to
encourage students in the same manner in which the
community of UST has encouraged me.” I

Rose Mary Salum, continued.
also impressed by the MLA program’s option to
either write a thesis or take additional courses.
“When I did my undergraduate degree in Mexico,
I wanted to write a thesis on alchemy and the inner
transformation of mankind, but I wasn’t allowed to
do that,” she said. “It was great for me when we
moved to Houston, and I had that choice at UST. In
the MLA program, I always wanted to take more
classes than I could. It’s like when you go to a buffet
and you find all the different food choices and you
don’t know what to choose. You get excited because
there are so many interesting classes to take.”
Salum found that the lessons she learned at St.
Thomas helped ease her transition into life in the

United States and gave her the confidence to later
launch her magazine.
“I would have not been able to start Literal
Magazine if it wasn’t for the MLA program,” she
said. “Thanks to my studies at St. Thomas, I was
able to learn the way the system works in the
United States. It actually made me a bicultural
person. No matter where I look, I can clearly read
my surroundings.”
As an adjunct professor of bilingual journalism,
Salum is returning the favor by helping St. Thomas
meet an untapped market need to provide quality
Spanish speaking journalists. In the fall, she teaches
one section of bilingual print media, and in the
summer, she teaches bilingual broadcast media.
Salum’s involvement with the University doesn’t
end there. She has collaborated with the
UST Center for International Studies to
bring influential Latin American speakers
to the campus such as Dr. Jorge
Castañeda, the Foreign Minister of
Mexico from 2000 to 2003 and a
renowned public intellectual, political
scientist, and prolific writer. She has
publicized UST events and featured articles written by UST faculty in her
magazine, Literal.
UST has become a family tradition.
Though her son, José Antonio Simón
originally attended University of
California at Berkeley to study music, he
transferred to UST and will complete his
degree in the fall. Her daughter Lorís, is also a
student at UST, studying psychology.
“I always tell my son and daughter that if they
decide to pursue an MLA, they should come to St.
Thomas because there are so many different options.
Not all programs give you those options.” I

Leslie Richards, James Hamm, continued.
This internship was an opportunity for Richards
and Hamm to put into practice the skills they
learned at UST.
“I really wanted to utilize my skill set as a historian, and I was able to further develop the writing,
problem-solving and analytical skills that I learned
as an undergraduate and in the MLA program,”
Richards said. “As I wrote the NASA profiles, I
always had Dr. Irving Kelter, who advised me on my
thesis, in my head. He was one of
my most challenging, but most influential professors. All the writing
experience I had at UST as an undergraduate and in the MLA program
helped me to be well-prepared for
the assignments at NASA.”
Hamm said he found the work
challenging but rewarding, and he
valued being able to contribute to
the historical record. Knowing little
about NASA history prior to the
internship, Hamm said he learned
on the job, especially the numerous
industry acronyms.
“We practically had to learn a
whole new language,” Hamm joked. “I really gained
a greater appreciation for history and its relevance

and tangibility. When you are working with
information that is relatively recent, and about
people to whom you can speak, it’s neat to be
able to help catalogue those experiences. As we
did the background research, we could also find
areas that have little information recorded, and
generate additional interview questions for the
historians to make certain we get important
information on record.”
Interns in the Oral History Project may apply
for subsequent internships and permanent positions at NASA, but Richards said regardless of
what the future holds, “even when I’m 82, I can
always say I worked for NASA.” I

Edward Gonzalez, continued.
“I started with a general understanding of international politics, but the classes opened my mind to
so many things going on in the world,” he said.
“To bring it to a local level – if there are so many
things going on in the world, I wonder how much
more is going on in front of our eyes. It’s about
getting another perspective. You start understanding
that there is so much more to learn, and so much
more room for growth in the human mind that
we don’t tap into enough. That was one of the
most important things I gained from my experience
at St. Thomas.”
Like many St. Thomas alumni, Gonzalez left
UST with the desire to return and possibly to take
additional courses.
“I think of my experience at the University of St.
Thomas often, and always in a very positive light,”
Gonzalez said. “It provided me with a very strong
influence in my life, even at this point when I am
already a working professional. It’s something I
would encourage others to pursue, both those starting out on an academic journey and those who feel
the need to pick up again.” I

Ann Ellis, continued.
really good break from the law. It was challenging
and fun to write English papers again after so
many years.”
By 1992, Ellis took a well-deserved break from
school, and got married to Billie J. Ellis. But eventually she ran into the late Dr. Janice Gordon-Kelter,
who reminded her to complete her degree within the
span of 10 years. True to form,
Ellis earned her master’s degree
in 2001. She retired as an associate municipal judge in 2007 and
has stopped doing probate work
to assist her husband with his
business and family affairs.
“St. Thomas has been a
wonderful experience for me,
and I’m glad I finally got my
MLA. It makes you a more wellrounded person, and it opens
your eyes to aspects of life other
than your day-to-day work,” she
said. “I may want to teach again
some day; I loved teaching. It’s
always been in the back of my mind that I might
want go back to the classroom to teach literature.” I

University of St. Thomas Master in Liberal Arts Program Concentrations
Art History, Catholic Studies, Communication, Drama, English, French, History, International Studies,
Irish Studies, Medieval Studies, Philosophy, Political Science, Psychology, Russian Studies,
Spanish,Theology, Women Culture and Society.
In addition, a student may choose to take classes in many different disciplines/areas of study
resulting in an interdisciplinary degree plan (Interdisciplinary Studies concentration).
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fall
fashion
event
A

Thursday, October 23, 2008
River Oaks Country Club
Noon Luncheon and Fashion Show
Fashions Provided by
Neiman Marcus-Galleria

Benefiting the Alumni Association Endowed Scholarship Fund

Julie Sacco and Kathryn Sacco Smith, co-chairs
The Sacco sisters, Julie Sacco and Kathryn Sacco Smith, generously lent their
expertise to organize the University of St. Thomas Alumni Fall Fashion Event.
Julie, who earned a Bachelor of Arts in Communication in 1996, and a Master of
Business Administration with a concentration in marketing in 1998, makes it
her business to provide greater opportunities for those in need. As the Social
Investment Manager for Shell Oil Company, Julie specializes in identifying
opportunities for Shell to collaborate and provide educational, cultural and
environmental funding within the community. Kathryn, who graduated in
1993 with a bachelor’s degree in psychology, founded the public relations firm, Smith & Sacco, LTD, with her
husband, Jeff Smith. She has more than 12 years of experience in strategic public relations, media relations,
special events and fundraising.

“The Fall Fashion Event is a unique way to focus on education and scholarships

while continuing to connect alums. It’s a novel way to do something different, to
have fun and celebrate the involvement of our honorees.” – Julie Sacco
Honorees:
LUCÍA CORDÚA
Lucía Cordúa and her husband Michael J. Cordúa have been feeding hungry Houstonians for
more than 18 years at their seven award-winning restaurants such as Churrascos, Américas,
Amazón Grill and Artista. Much more than a restauranteuse, this mother of four also works
as a medical assistant at Houston Metro Urologists, and devotes her time to 10 siblings and
47 nephews as well as numerous organizations throughout the city. Lucia earned a bachelor’s
degree in liberal arts in 1985 from St. Thomas and continues to be involved with the
University, most notably chairing UST’s Mardi Gras Gala in 2006. She has served on the
Duchesne Academy of the Sacred Heart board of directors, and chaired fundraisers for Susan
G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation, the Institute of Hispanic Culture, Catholic Charities,
Casa de Esperanza and the American-Nicaraguan Foundation: Niños de Chinandega.
BETTY FISCHER
The University of St. Thomas owes a great debt of gratitude to Betty Fischer for diligently
preserving the University’s historical archives. For 60 years, Betty has been devoted to
the University. Earning her bachelor’s degree in 1952, she was in the University’s second
class to enter and graduate. As a member of one of the pioneering classes, Betty helped
to establish many of the UST traditions and organizations. While at UST, she met her
husband of 53 years, Charles Fischer, who helped build Hi Lo Auto Parts. She also earned
a master’s degree in religious education in 1991. “Besides two degrees, I got a husband out
of the deal,” she jokes. Betty served on the University Board of Directors from 1979 to
1989. She and Charles won the Vincent J. Guinan Distinguished Alumni Award in
1987, and she was honored again 10 years later with the UST Alumni Relations
Volunteer of the Year Award in 1997.
LAURI VALLONE
Lauri Vallone is proud to call herself a lifelong Houstonian. Among her fondest memories
in this city are the years she spent on the campus of the University of St. Thomas. Since
she earned a Bachelor of Arts in psychology in 1993, Lauri has worked in her family’s
restaurant business, Tony’s Restaurant and Catering. She currently serves as business
manager. Lauri has been involved with the Junior League of Houston since 2002 and
volunteers with Habitat for Humanity, Child Advocates, American Diabetes Association,
Bo’s Place, BEAR, Dress for Success and Christian Community Service Center. Additional
volunteer work includes the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, The Center Serving
Persons with Mental Retardation and the Krewe of Iris, which supports New Orleans
during the Mardi Gras season.

Tables: $1,250-$5,000 • Individual Tickets: $125 (limited quantity)
Raffle Tickets are 1 for $25 or 6 for $100
Prizes include a pair of Christian Louboutin shoes,
dinner for 10 in Tony’s Wine Library, and dinner for 10 at any Cordúa restaurant.

Kelli Kickerillo ’03, Raffle Chair

Call 713-525-3117 for information or visit www.stthom.edu/fashion

Media Sponsor
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WORLD
YOUTH DAY
2008
Sydney, Australia

Jennifer Callon, Sheena Byrne, Ivan Navarro

Allie Righthouse, Megan Silva

Joanna Palasota and Dr. Steve Sutton, staff chaperones

Pope Benedict XVI

Sister Maura Behrenfeld, FSE

Father Michael Earthman, Holy Name Parish,
celebrating Mass at Randwick Racetrack in Sydney

Retreat Day in Blue Mountains

This summer, 14 students and staff from UST traveled to
Sydney, Australia for World Youth Day to join 500,000
youth from around the world to be with Pope Benedict XVI.
The theme of the World Youth Day, “Receive the power of
the Holy Spirit,” retreat time in the Blue Mountains, cate-
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chetical days in Sydney, the vigil and Papal Mass at
Randwick Racetrack, and challenging experiences during the
journey all made the pilgrimage life-changing. This is what
takes place in the lives of UST students involved in spiritual
programs and outreach, be it World Youth Day, Rome study

abroad, or the upcoming Holy Land pilgrimage. At the UST
2008-09 Opening Mass of the Holy Spirit, senior and WYD
pilgrim Jennifer Callon reminded us all, “Let us keep in mind
how real and powerful the Holy Spirit is within our lives.”
View the extended story at www.stthom.edu/wyd.

UST 2008-2009 Board of Directors
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