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UST Receives $2.8 Million Grant for Online Education Master’s Degrees

T

he U.S. Department of Education awarded the School
of Education a $2.8 million Title V Grant to fund the
Promoting Postbaccalaureate Opportunities for Hispanic
Americans (PPOHA) Program. The purpose of the grant
is to implement programs to achieve parity among
Hispanic graduate students and other underrepresented
groups in retention and graduation rates.
The grant will offer two options for students
seeking a master’s degree in education (MEd): 1) a
complete online MEd or 2) a hybrid master’s degree
that combines online classes with traditional face-toface classes.
Scholarships ranging from $1,000 to $10,000 will
be awarded to Hispanic and low-income students in the
second through fifth years of the five-year grant. The first scholarships will be awarded for the fall of 2011.
Proposed solutions include developing master’s courses in education for online delivery in dual language
instruction, special education and educational leadership. This grant will increase IT infrastructure for the
entire University, as well as online and hybrid delivery of six masters-level education courses per year. By
increasing access to and completion of these programs, the University of St. Thomas will not only boost
enrollment, but will also help to fill the critical shortages of P-12 masters-level educators in these areas.
Dr. Rita Coombs Richardson collaborated with Janice Adamson, director of sponsored research, to secure
the grant. Coombs Richardson will serve as the curriculum developer and Graduate Center director. She will be
involved in curriculum development for both hybrid and online courses.
“Congratulations to Dr. Rita Coombs Richardson and Janice Adamson for their wonderful collaboration
that led to this award,” said UST President Dr. Robert Ivany.
See complete story www.stthom.edu.

Jazz Singer Kristine Mills to Perform at Dum Spiro Fundraiser

T

he same amount of money many students would spend on a typical Thursday night at
a club, concert or movie could be used to help an entrepreneur in a developing nation.
The student-run MicroCredit Program’s third annual Dum Spiro event will be held at
7 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 8, in Scanlan Room, second floor Jerabeck. Come hear Grammyrecognized jazz singer Kristine Mills perform while you help alleviate poverty.
Light refreshments will be served while attendees bid on silent actions items like
Houston Dynamo, Alley Theatre or Houston Symphony tickets. Other items include an
Emily Armenta necklace; a gift certificate for two to a wine class with a three-course dinner; restaurant gift
certificates and a full day of beauty at the Michaelyndon Salon and Spa. The contributions from the silent
auction, raffle and other donations will help the Program’s microlending projects. Dum Spiro is free and open
to the public. For more information, contact Diana Garcia at 713-525-3530.
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Upcoming Events

Baroque a La Carte
The University of St. Thomas Music
Program presents “Baroque a la Carte:
Music of 18th Century France” at 7:30
p.m.,Tuesday, Oct. 6, Cullen Hall.

Celt Network & Job Fair
The Celt Networking Night & Job Fair will
host a number of organizations seeking to
network with and hire students for fulltime positions and internships, from
4 p.m., Oct. 7, in the Jerabeck Center.

UST Announces Three Appointments

The University of St. Thomas announces the
appointment of Dr. Virginia Leiker as the Associate
Dean of the School of Education. Leiker joined the
UST faculty in 2000, and served as an adjunct
professor until 2006. Prior to her employment at UST,
she worked in public education for 33 years, with 25
years in campus and district administration.
Lynda McKendree has been
appointed as the Dean of Scholarships and Financial
Aid. McKendree joined UST on Sept. 15, and brings
13 years of experience in financial aid services to the
position. Most recently, she served as the Executive
Director of Student Financial Aid at the University of
Houston – Clear Lake. Previously in her career,
McKendree held financial aid positions at Ohio
University and Ohio Dominican University.
Jan Abasolo has been promoted to Assistant director of Financial
Aid. Abasolo has served as a financial aid counselor at UST since 2006.
Earned bachelor’s in business in 2004 from the University of Texas in
Austin, and earned an MBA from UST in May 2009.

Lady Celts Score September Recognition

T
Commuter Appreciation Day
Student Activities hosts the 4th Annual
Commuter Appreciation Day. The program
includes games, lunch and commuter only
giveaways, Noon to 6 p.m., Thursday, Oct.
8, Crooker Patio.

Celts Men’s Soccer
Cheer on the Celts Men’s Soccer Team as
they continue their road to victory.
Upcoming games are 5.p.m., Oct. 10 vs.
Texas A&M International in Laredo;
7 p.m., Oct. 13 vs. Huston Tillotson
College at Strake Jesuit.

he Lady Celts Volleyball Team scored significant recognition
in the month of September:
• The team landed the top spot on the National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) Volleyball Conference Association
of Independent Institutions (AII) unaffiliated ratings for the week
of Sept. 28.
• Two students were named AII Female Athlete of the week: Keanne
Smith for the week ending Sept. 14, and Sarah Curiel-Thompson
for the week ending Sept. 28.
• At the 2009 Trinity Mother Frances – UT Tyler Volleyball Classic
Tournament, held Sept. 4-5, Heather Hardy, a senior was named to
the All-Tournament Team. Hardy is the only player who has been
part of the program since its inception in 2006.
• Upcoming home games at Jerabeck Center include 7 p.m. Tuesday,
Oct. 6 versus Houston Baptist University, and 1 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 17 versus Southwest Assemblies of God.
• Coming up in October, come out and support breast cancer aware
ness and the University of St. Thomas Lady Celts Volleyball Team
by wearing pink in the stands at the Dig Pink volleyball game at
7 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 23 at the Jerabeck Center. Admission will be
$3 for general admission, $2 for those wearing pink and free for
UST community not wearing pink.
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William Steele Lecture Examines Women in the Priesthood
University of St. Thomas Msgr. William Steele Lecture presents Sister Sara
Butler, MSBT, STL, Ph.D., “The Reservation of Priestly Ordination to Men: An
Analysis of the Catholic Debate.” The lecture will be held at 7 p.m. on Friday,
Oct. 16 at Nold Auditorium, St. Mary’s Seminary, 9845 Memorial Ave.
Women’s ordination was openly discussed for decades, but in 1994, Pope John
Paul II declared priestly ordination is reserved to men and the Church has no authority
to change the priesthood to admit women. The lecture will show how the apparent
conflict between the doctrine of women’s equal rights and dignity and the Catholic
doctrine of the priesthood was resolved in favor of the Tradition.
Sister Sara is a professor of dogmatic theology at St. Joseph’s Seminary in the
Archdiocese of New York. She recently published The Catholic Priesthood and Women: A Guide to the
Teaching of the Church.
The Msgr. William D. Steele Lecture began in 1986 to honor a great humanitarian, distinguished
alumnus and faculty member of the seminary. Msgr. Steele attended St. Mary’s Seminary and served the
diocese in a number of locations and in varying capacities.
The lecture is free and open to the public, and is sponsored by the School of Theology. For more
information, contact Nita Sacco at 713-686-4345 ext. 225.

Dr. Haught Explores Evolution, Faith UST Theater Presents "Working"
Dr. John Haught, Georgetown
University, will deliver the lecture,
“Evolution and Faith: What is at
Stake,” the final lecture in the
Darwin 2009 series in Houston at
6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 20.
Haught’s lecture will address the
importance of the question of
evolution for Christian faith.
The harmony of faith and science is frequently
explored by the Center, which hosts symposia to foster
dialogue among a consortium of scientists, religious
leaders and academicians.
He received the 2008 “Friend of Darwin Award”
from the National Center for Science Education, 2004
Sophia Award for Theological Excellence and 2002
Owen Garrigan Award in Science and Religion.
The event is hosted by University of St. Thomas
Center for Faith and Culture and Doherty Library in
collaboration with the Houston Museum of Natural
Science at the IMAX Theatre, and will be held at the
IMAX Theatre in the Houston Museum of Natural
Science, 1 Hermann Circle Dr. Cost is $17.00 per
person. For more information, contact 713-942-5066.

The Fine and Performing Arts Department
invites you to enjoy their production of
"Working," a hit Broadway musical. Curtain opens
at 8 p.m. in Jones Hall second floor, and the show
runs Oct. 21 -24, 29 - 31, and Nov. 5 -7.
Based on Studs Terkel’s best-selling book of
interviews with American workers, “Working”
paints a vivid portrait of the men and women the
world so often takes for granted: the teacher, the
parking lot attendant, the waitress, the millworker,
the mason, the trucker, the fireman, the housewife,
just to name a few. It’s a highly
original look at the American
landscape that’s simply
impossible to forget.
Cost is $5 for
UST students,
faculty and
staff, $10 for
seniors or nonUST students and $15
for the general public.
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University of St. Thomas Kicks Off National Cyber Security Awareness Month

O

ctober is National Cyber Security Awareness Month. It is a joint effort between the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security, Multi-State Information Sharing and Analysis Center and the National Cyber Security
Alliance. Each week throughout the month of October, Central Computing Services will promote different
www.stthom.edu/itsecurity
topics such as social networking; identify theft,
desktop security and portal device security to further the
education of students, faculty, and staff on the current online security issues.
For additional IT security information, visit our web site at http://www.stthom.edu/itsecurity.
www.stthom.edu/itsecurity
University
of St. Thomas Music Program Presents University Singers Concert

U

niversity of St. Thomas Music Department will sponsor the University
Singers Concert at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, Oct. 19, in the Chapel of St.
Basil.
The program includes Dietrich Buxtehude’s cantata Rejoice, Earth and
Educating
Leaders122,
of Faith
and Character
Heaven,
BuxVW
Joseph’s
Haydn’s Missa brevis in G (Missa rorate coeli
desuper) and anthems by local composer David Ashley White. The University
Singers are under the musical direction of Dr. Brady Knapp. Courtney
Daniell-Knapp will be the guest conductor.
The event is free and open to the public. Parking is available in the Moran Center, 3807 Graustark W.
Alabama, for $2. For more information, please contact Monique Dupleich at dupleim@stthom.edu.
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