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Graduates Volunteer at Peruvian Education Project

I

n the months following the tragic death of Dr. Gustavo Wensjoe, former
director of the University of St. Thomas Center for International Studies,
the University community and friends worldwide have reflected on his
extraordinary legacy, which was charged with the conviction to promote a
global mindset and give to those in need. The memory of his words, work
and spirit have engendered a commitment to change among the many lives
he touched.
Wensjoe died in an auto accident along with his nine-month-old son,
Julian, on Thursday, March 19, in Santa Clara, Peru. Wensjoe was on
sabbatical from the University. He had traveled with his family to his native
Peru to oversee operations in a school, Colegio 1270 San Juan Bautista, in
the Huyacán district of Lima. In 2004, Wensjoe created the Peruvian
Education Project (PEP), to provide better educational opportunities for
students ages 12 to 17 years who show academic promise despite living in
the most destitute shantytowns of Lima.
Two UST International Studies graduates – Ashley Mosing ’09 and
Lindsey Smith MLA ’09, are among the many PEP supporters who are
determined to see the project thrive despite the loss of its founder. The
pair will travel to Huyacán on July 15 for three weeks to volunteer at the
school. They both hope to develop educational after school programs for
the students. Prior to departure, Mosing and Smith will collect donations
of children’s clothing and personal hygiene items such as toothbrushes.
A collection box will be located in Tiller Hall, 4004 Yoakum Blvd.
This will be the second journey
to Huyacán for Mosing and
Smith, who accompanied Wensjoe
on a Peruvian study abroad in
January 2009.
“I just wanted to give back in
some way. Going back to Huyacán
is our way to say goodbye,” Mosing
said. “Dr. Wensjoe’s passing has

Pictured (top): Lindsey Smith MLA ’09; (above, l to r): Paul Marek, UST MBA student who also sponsored
one of the children in Huyacán, Dr. Gustavo Wensjoe and Ashley Mosing.

really put a spotlight on the Peruvian Education Project. His legacy will live
on through those who are continuing his mission. The Huyacán students
succeed because of the time, love and resources Dr. Wensjoe invested in
their education.”
As an ESL teacher, Smith said she was inspired to adopt Wensjoe’s
teaching style of pushing students to excellence. “Being in Peru with
Dr. Wensjoe allowed us to see how much of an impact he had made on
the Huyacán students. He said they often feel invisible, and we want to do
anything we can to make sure they know we still care.”
A celebration of Wensjoe’s life will be held at 7 p.m. July 18 on the UST
campus in the Jerabeck Center, Scanlan Room, 4000 Mt. Vernon St.
Donations in memory of Dr. Gustavo and Julian Wensjoe may be given to:
• The Dr. Gustavo Wensjoe Memorial Scholarship Fund at
www.stthom.edu/give_online.
• The Peruvian Education Project: Donations can only be made by
check payable to Peruvian Educational Project, Inc. Mail checks to:
Dr. Linda Pett-Conklin, 4414 Wigton Dr., Houston, Texas 77096. I
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Leadership Looks to the Future
One of the goals of the University’s core curriculum is for students
to develop aptitude in quantitative reasoning together with knowledge of the methodology of the natural and social sciences to
foster appreciation of scientific thinking for understanding nature
and human behavior. One of the next steps toward achieving a
new level of academic excellence is to build and furnish a new
natural sciences and mathematics facility, which will also house
the University’s nursing program. This plan to reinstate the nursing program was designed with the input of professional
consultants, nursing alumni and the medical community. While it
is an aggressive plan, it is one the University community believes
is both needed and achievable. See page 3.
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Disciplines & Communities

T

he annual Research Symposium
held April 16 and 17, brings together
multiple disciplines and diverse
communities. This year the symposium
comprised 220 participants from 21 different
academic departments, including 75 oral
presenters, 15 graduate presenters and
55 poster presenters. This year’s theme of
“Crossings” emphasizes the creative, spiritual
and community diversity that comes with a
liberal arts education at the University of St.
Thomas. “Crossings” captures most of what
UST has offered students: to think about
where disciplines cross; to evaluate where
faith and reason intersect in our Catholic
tradition, an enrichment of life on a path
toward leadership; and the nature of our
signature Symposium, which brings together
students and teachers, administrators and
staff, crossing in paths in celebration of
UST’s excellence in academic achievement.
– Dr. Mark Nicholas
Assistant Professor of History
Symposium Coordinator

Pictured (bottom, l to r): Joe Morton, Kate Taylor, Stephanie Rivera,
Elizabeth Yu, Christopher Ruhnke, Bonnie Scott; (top) Elizabeth Rinaldi,
Melissa Bishop, Julio Morales, Emily Calasanz and David Doctor.

Intersection of Faith and
Environment Studies
Presenter: Elizabeth Rinaldi, Class of 2009
Major: Senior Environmental Studies
Minors: Catholic studies, philosophy, political science
Oral Presentation: “Caring for Creation: A Catholic
Moral Obligation,” presented at the Undergraduate
Research Exchange Program at St. Thomas University
in Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada, on March 21
Poster: “Benefits of Mitigation Wetlands,” presented at
UST Research Symposium

“E

nvironmental studies is a catch-all major; it
truly mirrors the interdisciplinary nature of
the Research Symposium and the University as a
whole,” Elizabeth Rinaldi said. “Environmental
studies combines hard science, environmental policy
and everything else in between. It merges really well
with my minors because philosophy enables you to
examine your research with rational thought.
Catholic Studies emphasizes the moral obligation to
care for the earth. People don’t always think the
Catholic Church has always had great environmental initiatives, but in my research I found that since
the second Pope, St. Clement I, there have been
writings about caring for the environment. Of course
political science ties in with my major because I
have to understand the environmental policy.

“The Research Symposium is a really valuable
learning tool for students from different disciplines
to be able to come together to present their
research,” she said. “We are obviously from different backgrounds, but we get the opportunity to
collaborate through research and various other
group projects. It allows you to see that your way
of thinking is not the only way – even if you do
consider it to be the best way.”

2

Honors Program Explores iCulture

L

ed by Dr. Randall Smith, associate professor of theology, students in the UST Honors Program
presented their class research project, “iCulture: A Study of American Individualism” at the Research
Symposium. The group is shown glancing at their cell phones to present the argument that American
individualism has become a fragmenting – rather than unifying – force in our contemporary culture. While
technology such as cell phones aims to connect people, they simultaneously create a culture of narcissism
and self-absorption that enables people to become more disconnected, even in the midst of others.

Pictured (front to back, l to r): Josh Haven, Laura Hamzo, Armel Gifford, Kim Nguyen, Whitney Stewart, Jessica Diaz, Veronica Vittone,
Thomas Mendez, Jessica Stechyra, Margaret Cronin, Jennifer Callon, Casey Johnson, Randall Smith, Joe Morton, Chris Ruhnke, Mauro
Adrian Gallegos, Geoff Garza and Francisco Guzman.
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Leadership Looks to the Future
In a world where the increasing fragmentation of knowledge is clearly counterproductive, there is great value in forming students who can integrate knowledge well
and who are skilled and familiar with interdisciplinary work in the arts and sciences.

T

he University of St. Thomas is blessed
with the support of philanthropists who
drive the vision of transforming our
campus into a vibrant academic village and
building the endowment for faculty and students
to sustain our reputation as one of the nation’s
best Catholic universities.
According to Dr. John A. Palasota, associate
dean, School of Arts and Sciences and associate
professor of chemistry, approximately 50 percent
of the University’s first-time freshmen express an
interest in the sciences, mathematics, or its
associated pre-professional programs. “This
coupled with the well documented nursing
shortage in Texas and the United States leads
us to conclude that the next step toward
achieving our goal of becoming a great Catholic
university is to build a new Life Sciences
Center,” Palasota said.

SCIENCE AND MATH
Palasota co-chairs the University’s Science
and Mathematics Advisory Council with
Herbert Edmundson Jr., M.D., Ph.D., Memorial
Neurological Association. “An already excellent
undergraduate science program for this
University will become even more competitive
with the addition of a new Science Center. Such
an enhancement, within the context of a
broader first-rate Catholic liberal arts education,
aids the University in fulfilling its Mission to the
Church and the world.” Edmundson said. “This
preparation of men and women capable of
bringing others in the scientific community to
understand the potential range of intellectual
development and to seek the fullness of truth,
both discovered and revealed, would constitute
a great and lasting gift.”
A Case Statement, the product of numerous
conversations with UST’s natural sciences and
mathematics faculty and distinguished members
of the Science and Mathematics Advisory
Council, brought forth ever more clearly the
singular features of St. Thomas’s undergraduate
programs in the sciences and mathematics, and
the importance of their Catholic liberal arts
context. An initial survey of the departments
that will house the building returned a
preliminary need estimate of approximately
100,000 square feet of classroom, laboratory
and office space.
This new facility will house the departments
of biology, chemistry, physics, environmental
science and studies, mathematics, their
associated pre-professional programs (the prehealth program and the cooperative engineering
program) and the nursing program.
“The nursing shortage is severe,” Dr. Cristo
Papasakelariou, UST Nursing Advisory Council
co-chair, said. “Well educated nurses are
desperately needed to meet the health care
needs of our city, state and nation. UST can
make a very meaningful, positive impact on our

Pictured (top, l to r): Science and Mathematics Advisory Council Co-chairs Dr. John A. Palasota, UST Associate Dean, School of Arts and
Sciences and Associate Professor of Chemistry; and Herbert Edmundson, Jr., M.D., Ph.D., Memorial Neurological Association; Dr. Poldi
Tschirch, UST Director of Nursing Program Development; and Benefactors Carol and Odis Peavy, owners of PV Rentals and Leasing. (Bottom):
Nursing Advisory Council members Lou Pelz, President, Core Capital Management and Research, Inc; Dr. George Kuhn, St. Joseph’s Hospital;
and Council Co-chairs Elizabeth Papasakelariou, UST Nursing School graduate, and Dr. Cristo Papasakelariou, St. Joseph’s Hospital.

community by educating nurses, now and into
the future.”
In 2008, University of St. Thomas began
its initial planning phase to reopen the School
of Nursing to address the growing shortage of
nurses nationwide. The University of St.
Thomas graduated 423 nurses from 1972 to
1986 when the School of Nursing closed due
to plummeting oil prices and the resultant
downturn in the local economy.
PHILANTHROPY
A $2.5 million gift from the University’s
longtime friends and benefactors, Carol and
Odis Peavy, owners of PV Rentals and Leasing,
fulfilled a promise and a personal dream to help
the University reopen the School of Nursing,
which closed more than 20 years ago.
As a former nurse and a former St. Thomas
Nursing School faculty member from 1980 to
1982, Carol spent much of her professional
career in the medical field. Despite the Peavy’s
legacy of philanthropy, Carol said, “… when I
hear the word ‘donation,’ I think about livers,
hearts, and organ donors because I still think
like a nurse. Since St. Thomas had to close the
nursing school in 1986, we have been waiting
for the right time for the University to open the
doors again. With the demand for nurses, there
has never been a better time. I made a promise
to Sister Mary Martina Casey, the former dean of
the School of Nursing, that I would not give up
until St. Thomas was educating nurses again.”

The gift provides operating support, establishes an endowment fund and enabled the
University of St. Thomas to conduct a national
search for a director for nursing education and
program development.
NURSING
In April 2009, UST announced the
appointment of Dr. Poldi Tschirch as the
director of Nursing Program Development.
Tschirch comes to the UST from the University
of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston, where
she has held leadership roles in the School of
Nursing, The Telehealth Center and, most
recently, as director of Nursing Informatics.
Hiring Tschirch as director was part of the
University’s first phase of the three-phase startup
that includes plans to raise $25 million to build
and endow the School, prepare for accreditation
and begin faculty and student recruiting. In
phases two and three, the University plans to
enroll the first class of nursing students and
hopes to dedicate a permanent nursing facility
on campus.
“St. Thomas has the potential to educate
nurses with Bachelor of Science and Master
of Science degrees who appreciate the values
of our Catholic, Basilian institution,” UST
President Dr. Robert Ivany said. “We dedicate
ourselves to preparing nurses to become caring
leaders of faith and character like all our
graduates. Caring for the sick complements
our unique mission.” I
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The UST Shining Star Capital
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Campaign has made possible

i

the fulfillment of the 2001-2005
building program. The next phase
will continue the transformation
of the campus into a magnificent
Academic Village in the heart
of Houston by 2020.
VISION

2010

EXECUTIVE CABINET

Elizabeth Lyons Ghrist
Chair
Dr. Robert Ivany
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Gerardo Chapa
Michael Cordúa
George DeMontrond
Marjorie E. Evans
Madelyn Farris
Joseph A. Hafner, Jr.
Raymond A. LeBlanc



Patrick Moran
Gloria M. Portela
Bill Slick



Trini Mendenhall Sosa
Tom Standish
Charlie Thomas
Raye White

HONORARY COMMITTEE

Stanford & Joan Alexander
The Honorable Bill &
Mrs. Sharon Archer
Jack & Ginger Blanton
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H. E. Daniel Cardinal DiNardo
Archbishop Joseph Fiorenza
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Jim & Maureen Hackett
Charles & Barbara Hurwitz
Leo & Bette Linbeck
Meredith & Cornelia Long
Archbishop J. Michael Miller, CSB
George & Cynthia Mitchell

1947 – 2001
Link Lee Mansion (1) on Montrose & W. Alabama
was the first campus building in 1947.

George W. & Annette Strake
Jack & Ellie Sweeney
Bishop James Tamayo
David & Lynda Underwood
In Memoriam
Mrs. Lloyd P. Webre

2001 – 2005
Capital Campaign success has produced a new Campus Life
Mall (2); with the Moran Center (3) (internet café, expanded
bookstore, parking for 880 vehicles); Malloy Hall (4) on the
Academic Mall; and the Herzstein Enrollment Center (5).
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2005 – 2020
Academic facilities for sciences and nursing (6)
Auditorium, conference and performance center
[Concept under consideration] (7)
Residence halls to meet the strategic goal of
increasing the number of students living on campus:
• Residence hall for students (8)
• Residence hall and additional parking facility near
Richmond Avenue (9)

SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS ADVISORY COUNCIL
Co-chairs
Herbert Edmundson, Jr., M.D., Ph.D., Memorial Neurological Association
John Palasota, Ph.D., University of St. Thomas
Council Members:
Dominic Aquila, D. Litt et Phil., University of St. Thomas
Maia Larios-Sanz, Ph.D., University of St. Thomas
Sheila Waggoner, Ph.D., University of St. Thomas
William Brinkley, Ph.D., Baylor College of Medicine
Eric Buxton, Ph.D.
Donald Carlton, Ph.D.
Dennis Clifford, Ph.D., P.E., University of Houston
Michelle Cocchia, Ph.D., Bayer Corporation
Carlos Escobar, Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center
George Fox, Ph.D., University of Houston
Thomas Horvath, M.D., Michael E. DeBakey Veterans Affairs Medical Center
Martin Lindenberg, M.D., AlphaDev, LLC
Raymond A. Martin, M.D., UTHSC Houston
Mary Rose Martinez, Halliburton
Joseph Naoum, M.D., The Methodist Hospital

Brain Power: Alec Marin to Pursue Ph.D. in Neuroscience

I

f you looked for Miguel “Alec” Marin over the last
four years, chances are you would find him in his
“second home,” the biology lab. Clad in safety
goggles and rubber gloves, this University of St.
Thomas biology graduate feels no greater joy than
when he is immersed in research to explore his fascination with what he calls the “final frontier of the
human anatomy” – the brain.
Marin, a native of Brownsville, graduated in May
and will pursue a doctorate in neuroscience at Baylor
College of Medicine.
With early desires to pursue a career in medicine,
Marin was initially drawn to the small class sizes and
University because UST pre-med students have had
a 70 percent medical school acceptance rate over
the last five years. Fueled by the encouragement of

Jacqueline Northcut, BioHouston
Susan Osterberg, The Methodist Hospital
Phillip Pinell, M.D., Houston Perinatal Associates
George Rizzo
B.C. Robison, D.V.M., Ph.D., ENVIRON Corporation
Lawrence Ross, M.D., Ph.D., UTHSC Houston
William Seifert, Ph.D., UTHSC Houston
Vicente Valero, M.D., M.D. Anderson Cancer Center
Richard Wainerdi, Ph.D., P.E., Texas Medical Center
Ben Warner, D.D.S., M.D.

NURSING ADVISORY COUNCIL
Council Executives:
COUNCIL CO-CHAIRS
Cristo Papasakelariou, M.D., St. Joseph’s Hospital
Elizabeth Papasakelariou, R.N., UST Nursing School alumna
Denise O’Connell, (retired) The Methodist Hospital
HOSPITAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE: Co-chairs
George Kuhn, M.D., St. Joseph’s Hospital
Susan Distefano, Texas Children’s Hospital
FOUNDATION RELATIONS COMMITTEE: Co-chairs
Lou Pelz, President, Core Capital Management and Research, Inc.
Kathy Peavy Bailey, PV Leasing
HEALTH INDUSTRY RELATIONS COMMITTEE: Co-chairs
Azar Delpassand, R.N., Excel Diagnostics
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE: Co-chairs
John Stone, M.D. & Holliday Stone, Community Volunteer
Elizabeth Noser, M.D., Memorial Hermann Hospital
COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE: Co-chairs
Liz Ghrist, Liz Ghrist and Associates
Nancy Williams, Community Volunteer
Council Members:
Donna Breen, M.D., Otolaryngology
Donald R. Collins, M.D., St. Joseph Medical Center
Kay Crawford, Good Samaritan Foundation
Annette Seidel Edmonds, CenterPoint Energy
Herbert Edmundson, Jr., M.D., Memorial Neurological Association
Judy Etzel, R.N., (Retired), Allied Health Division Lee College
Fran Fauntleroy, Community Volunteer
Fran Feltovich, R.N., The Methodist Hospital
Ellie Francisco, Francisco & Co
Barbara Franzheim, Community Volunteer
Shara Fryer, Journalist and TV Anchorwoman
Charlotte Hill, Community Volunteer
Pat Holden-Huchton, Ph.D., School of Nursing, Texas Women’s University
George Kuhn, M.D., St. Joseph Medical Center
Vera Kuhn, R.N., Associate Nursing Alumna

his UST biology professors, opportunities to conduct
research as an undergraduate and in a series of
internships, Marin shifted his career goals away from
medical school to neuroscience research.
“I came to UST and did the pre-med thing for a
little while, but it got to a point where I was enjoying my lab classes more than my regular classes,”
Marin said. “I struggled in chemistry and even
thought about dropping out of pre-med and biology
altogether. But then Dr. Rosie Rosell saw that I
showed promise in her lab classes, and she gave me a
position on her research team as a freshman, which
is something that is unheard of at bigger schools. I
have cousins at UT, and they have to fight to get
research positions as seniors. The opportunities at
UST are endless; the professors do everything they
can. They really went the extra mile to provide
opportunities for me. Once I started the research,
it became an obsession.”

Two pivotal opportunities – a volunteer position
at a psychiatric hospital in Harlingen and the
Summer Medical Research Training Program
(SMART) at Baylor College of Medicine – left no
room for doubt about his desire to pursue a Ph.D.
in neuroscience.
“At the psychiatric hospital, I saw that there is
so much about the brain and the nervous system
that we just don’t know,” Marin said. “I felt that if I
am going to make any real impact in this field, I can
contribute more as a scientist and researcher than I
ever could as a medical doctor.”
The SMART program enabled Marin to spend
two and a half months in an addiction lab at Baylor
College of Medicine studying how nicotine influences the physiological structure of the brain. The
experience sparked his interest in substance abuse
and addiction research, which he hopes to continue
at the graduate level.
“Going to a large public high school, you see the
effects of hard core drugs; you see perfectly intelligent, rational people fall victim. Living in a border
town like Brownsville, where drugs are constantly
coming through, it’s a huge problem. It’s a gateway
for cartels.” Marin said. “There is some physiological
reason for addiction. It’s sad seeing so many good
people fall. The thing that makes it even more
scientifically fascinating is that some can use drugs
and not become addicted.”
While at UST, Marin presented biological
research at the UST Research Symposium in 2007,
2008 and 2009. He presented at the national annual
meeting of the Entomological Society of America in
San Diego in December 2007 and the November
2008 Sigma Xi meeting in Washington, D.C. He
served as president of the UST chapter of the Tri
Beta national Honor Society and helped organize
the campus event to honor the 200th anniversary of
Charles Darwin’s birthday.
Beyond his biology classes, Marin has seen the
benefit of the holistic education he has received at a
liberal arts university.
“There are a lot of people who disagree with the
things we do in the lab, especially in the field of
neuroscience – stem cell biology always incites
controversy,” Marin said. “At a liberal arts school,
you get to see both sides of the argument. There is
such a big focus on philosophy and theology and the
Church’s position on certain issues. It broadens you.
If you stick solely to the technical scientific aspects
on an issue, you forget about the people it affects.
“At this school you are saturated with opinion
and debate,” he said. “I enjoyed my philosophy
classes so much I decided to minor in it. Sometimes
I may disagree with the professors, but it is
important to understand their argument. Every
scientist needs to consider the potential impact
of their experiments on society when they go to
the lab bench.” I

Honorable Manuel Leal, Texas Southern University
Bettie Harding Lee, Woodlake Travel
Viola Lopez, Lopez Kramber Inc
Cora Sue Mach, Community Volunteer
Ruth Metzger, R.N., Community Volunteer
Rosanna Moreno, Mermorial Hermann Texas Medical Center
Diane Paur, Community Volunteer
Carol Peavy R.N., PV Rentals and Leasing
Odis Peavy, PV Rentals and Leasing
William Riley, M.D., Texas Neurological Clinic Associates
George Roccaforte, R.N., M.S.N., M.B.A., E.N.P., Associated Nursing Alumni
Irene Ross, R.N., The Methodist Hospital, ANA
Larry Ross, M.D., Ph.D., University of Texas Medical School at Houston
Rena Rossitto, Community Volunteer

“As a faith-based institution located only
minutes from the Texas Medical Center
and other hospitals and clinics, we can

provide the highly educated and inspired

nurses who are in such great demand.”

Dr. Robert Ivany
President, University of St. Thomas

Julie Sacco, Shell Oil Company
Kathy Sanchez, R.N., Ph.D., Educational Consultant
Joyce Standish, Community Volunteer

Founded in 1947 by the Basilian Fathers, the University of St. Thomas is dedicated to educating leaders
of faith and character in the religious, ethical and intellectual tradition of Catholic higher education.

Sr. Celeste Trahan, CCVI, R.N., Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word
Donna Vallone, Vallone Restaurant Group
Tamara Vogt, Mario’s Flying Pizza
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Class of 2009
Former Shell President John Hofmeister Speaks about
Sustainability, Leadership at St. Thomas Graduation

F

Eco-Warrior Murray Myers
to Pursue Green Dreams

U

niversity of St. Thomas students better not even
think of throwing an aluminum can or plastic
bottle in the garbage, or they may have to answer to
Murray Myers. Among students, Myers is affectionately known as the campus “eco-warrior” and
“environmental champion,” and has spent the better
part of his seven years at UST unifying the campus
around environmental causes.
Myers, an environmental studies and political
science dual major, graduated in May.
Through his tireless efforts to raise awareness
about the importance of campus recycling, the
University has garnered accolades as the top recycling university in Texas in the RecycleMania
competition in 2008 and 2009. RecycleMania is a
contest among more than 500 college and university
recycling programs nationwide. Myers was responsible for much of the collection and contest tabulation
of campus recycled materials.
To further facilitate campus recycling, he worked
with the Student Government Association to invest
in campus recycling bins and secured a grant from
the Coca-Cola National Recycling Grant for 12
Coke bottle-shaped recycling bins.
“Environmentalism really starts with recycling, and
it’s one of the easiest things we can do,” Myers said.
“Sometimes you just have to educate people and make
the recycling so easy that it becomes second nature.”
Myers also spearheaded the University’s project to
become carbon neutral, now known as USTrees.
Working with Howard Rose, assistant vice president
of facilities operations, who supplied the necessary
data, Myers calculated that USTrees will need to
plant about 25,000 trees to compensate for the
University’s current energy use. To meet that
planting goal, Myers was instrumental in helping the
University obtain donations of about 6,000 trees from
the Apache Corporation. In addition, he has participated in and led numerous tree-planting events.
Dr. Maury Harris, associate professor of environmental science and studies, worked closely with Myers
for more than five years, serving as a faculty mentor.
“Murray has been a leader on campus and has
always been a student who was never satisfied with
definitions and textbook learning,” Harris said. “He
would always strive to put what he learned into action

ormer Shell Oil President John Hofmeister
addressed the University of St. Thomas 59th
Commencement Ceremony on May 16 at Reliant
Arena. The ceremony celebrated the achievements
of 316 undergraduates and 427 graduate students.
Commencement was preceded by a Baccalaureate
Mass on May 15 at the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred
Heart. The celebrant was His Eminence Daniel
Cardinal DiNardo.
Upon retirement from Shell Oil Company in
July 2008, Hofmeister founded and heads the nonprofit organization Citizens for Affordable Energy.
This public policy education firm promotes sound
U.S. energy security solutions, including a range of
affordable energy supplies, efficiency improvements,
essential infrastructure, sustainable environmental
policies and public education on energy issues.
In his speech, “21st Century Leadership
Challenge,” Hofmeister drew from his 35 years of
experience as an energy industry and community
leader, as well as his current efforts to promote sustainable energy solutions, to impart words of wisdom
and encouragement to graduates.
“The 21st century requires leadership capabilities
similar to and different from the 20th century,”
Hofmeister said. “Sustainability and authenticity
were never more important to the future than now.”
Graduating senior Thomas Mendez took the
stage as the student commencement speaker. Mendez
was an international studies major, Spanish and
Latin American and Latino studies minor. His
speech, entitled “True Success,” explored how
the UST experience and his mentors, especially
the late Dr. Gustavo Wensjoe, helped him define
success and love.
After graduation, Mendez plans to travel to
Buenos Aires, Argentina, in January of 2010, as a
Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar to study economics
for a year. The Rotary Ambassadorial Scholarship is

a $24,000 scholarship to serve as an ambassador of
goodwill, representing Houston. He plans to complete a master’s degree in economics and return to
the United States to work in the field of international relations or public policy and eventually
pursue a law degree or a doctorate.
Honorary doctorates were given to Bishop
Vincent Rizzotto, auxiliary bishop emeritus and
vicar general of the Archdiocese of GalvestonHouston, and former UST Board of Directors Chair
Gloria Portela, senior counsel in the Houston office
of Seyfarth Shaw, LLP. Bishop Rizzotto is a graduate
of St. Thomas High School, St. Mary’s Seminary,
and the Catholic University of America. He served
in parishes in Houston and Port Arthur, most
notably serving as pastor of All Saints Parish, St.
Francis de Sales and St. Cecilia Catholic
Community. Portela has served on the Board since
1999 and was board chair from 2005-2007.
The Vincent J. Guinan Distinguished Alumni
Award was presented to the Rev. Jack Hanna,
CSB ’67, and his sister, Carol Hanna McCann ’76.
Since graduating from UST, Fr. Hanna has taught
Spanish at UST and also currently teaches at St.
Thomas High School. More than 34 years ago,
Fr. Hanna initiated the study abroad program in
Mérida, Mexico, leading a group of UST students
there each summer. He has also directed Sigma
Delta Pi, the National Spanish Honor Society, for
nearly 30 years. For much of the 1970s and 80s, Fr.
Hanna was the head of Campus Ministry. McCann,
a UST Master in Liberal Arts student, has been
teaching the arts for more than 40 years, spending
more than two decades at Theatre Under the Stars.
Most recently, McCann taught the art of song and
dance to children in Iraq through the Houstonbased nonprofit organization American Voices, in
collaboration with the U.S. State Department and
the Iraqi Ministry of Culture. I

Pictured (l to r): Kyle Pfister, Ngoc Phung, Jennifer Ryan, Julie Olive and David Rodriguez.

and make what we teach in the classroom a reality.”
Enrolling at the University in fall 2002, Myers
tried his hand at a couple different majors before finding the right fit with environmental studies and
political science, thus prolonging his academic career.
“If I had graduated in just four years, my vision
of what I want to do in life probably would not be as
clear,” he said. “It wasn’t until I was 21 or 22 that I
matured, and I was truly able to focus on environmental issues, instead of ignoring them or being
indifferent toward them. Being educated about the
environment is an awakening. I compare myself to
five or six years ago, and I realize that my eyes are
now open. It’s something you can’t fully put into
words, and you can’t put a value on it.
“Students should realize that even though the

lengthy essays and exams come to an end when you
graduate, your education shouldn’t,” Myers said.
“The world’s problems that our generation will
struggle with for the next century can only be
solved by smart people who care enough to make
a difference.”
After graduation, Myers plans to take a year off
before applying for graduate programs in city and
regional planning or sustainable development at
Tufts University, Illinois Champaign-Urbana or the
University of California, Berkeley. His future career
goals include working in the field of sustainable
development and environmental conservation in
developing countries. In the meantime he has
applied for summer resident internships at the Texas
Nature Project. I
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Revelers donning masks and beads celebrated on Fat
Tuesday, Feb. 24, as the University of St. Thomas hosted
its annual Mardi Gras Gala “A Night in Rio” benefiting the
Fr. Francis E. Monaghan Scholarship Fund. More than 500
guests celebrated UST’s time-honored tradition at the
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Hilton Americas, as they helped raise $800,000 for
the education of current and future students.
Kerri and Downey Bridgwater chaired the event, which
honored longtime University friends and benefactors
Carol and Odis Peavy, owners of PV Rentals and Leasing.

UST seniors Tom Mendez and Cimela Kidonakis won the
honor of being this year’s student king and queen.
Former local news anchor Shara Fryer served as mistress
of ceremonies at the black tie event. Alumnus Walter Suhr
and his band, Mango Punch!, provided the Latin music.
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