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A Year – and a Decade – to Remember
Dear friends,
Two thousand fourteen is a milestone year for me. It marks my 10-year anniversary as president of the University
of St. Thomas! The past decade has been joyous, productive and challenging – and one of the most rewarding
of my life. Our university has undergone significant changes, achieved much success and overcome challenges.
These years have strengthened my belief in the tremendous merits and value of a University of St. Thomas education.
This belief is validated by the life stories of our students, alumni and faculty. They credit UST with inspiring them to make
critical decisions to succeed professionally and to lead rewarding lives. In this edition of Making an Impact, our Annual
Report to the Community, we pay tribute to some of these gifted individuals and share their stories with you. From
Daniel De Haan whose doctoral research is bridging the gap between neuroscience and philosophy, to Mishal Hamad
Kanoo ’90, MBA ’94, whose principals of honesty, trust and fairness have guided him in becoming one of the world’s
most influential businessmen, UST alumni are contributing to their communities in awe-inspiring ways.
Their success bolsters my resolve to make our university the best it can be for the future leaders who seek a UST
education. Doing so requires investments of time, expertise and, yes, funding. Faith in Our Future: the Campaign
for the University of St. Thomas will provide the resources to vastly enhance our campus, grow our academic programs
and expand access to deserving students, regardless of their ability to pay. This multi-year effort is the most ambitious
in UST history, and its success will shape our future.
I feel blessed to serve our university at an exciting time, and I am confident that our best years are yet to come!

With deep appreciation for your partnership,

Robert Ivany
President

			
			

– POPE FRANCIS

”

Evangelii Gaudium, p. 64

function of education is to teach one to think intensively
“ The
and to think critically. Intelligence plus character – that is the
goal of true education.”
			
– MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. (1929-68)
		

“

Civil Rights Leader

The value of an education in a liberal arts college
is the training of the mind to think something that
cannot be learned from textbooks.

			

”
– ALBERT EINSTEIN
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superficiality in the area of moral discernment. In response,
we need to provide an education that teaches critical thinking
and encourages the development of mature moral values.
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are living in an information-driven society that bombards
“ We
us indiscriminately with data … which leads to remarkable
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The unexamined life is not worth living.”
“		
– SOCRATES, 469-399 B.C.

			
Ancient Greek ethicist-philosopher, Apol. 38a

Humanities
& Science
The interconnectivity of knowledge

across disciplines and institutions continues to advance our
understanding of ourselves and our world. UST alumni and
faculty are exploring the intersections of philosophy and
neuroscience, of theology and biology… and, through UST’s
strengthened core curriculum, are helping students think
critically about our world.

Daniel De Haan dreams of one day starting a university
program in the U.S. that joins philosophy and neuroscience.
His doctoral research is paving the way.

Doctoral Student’s Unique Research
Bridges Diverse Fields
Daniel De Haan is not completing a typical
doctorate. Not only does his joint degree
program span countries, it also brings
together two fields not often combined:
neuroscience and philosophy.
“Both fields involve questions of
human identity,” he said. “How much is
ascribable to features of the brain, and
how much is not? How does the
mind interact with the brain?”
De Haan is completing the
joint degree through the UST
Center for Thomistic Studies in
Houston and the De Wulf-Mansion
Centre for Ancient, Medieval and
Renaissance Philosophy within
the Institute of Philosophy of
the Catholic University of Leuven
in Belgium.
This fall, he will begin postdoctoral work at the University
of Cambridge in England. His
research there will combine
philosophical anthropology with
cognitive neuroscience.
While specialization
has long been the norm in
academia, researchers and
scholars are recognizing the
advantages of degrees that
combine different fields of study.

Joint doctoral degrees are already common
in Europe, where programs on that level
are focused less on coursework and more
on research.
In Europe, De Haan explained, a
doctoral student will conduct research at
one university under the guidance of a
mentor before moving on to do research in
another field at a different university.
The doctoral candidate’s degree is
awarded by both institutions, so when De
Haan defends his dissertation at UST in
August, faculty members from both UST and
Leuven will be present.
De Haan stresses the importance of
interdisciplinary studies because of the way
fields of study tend to overlap.
“Scientists ask philosophical
questions, and philosophers ask scientific
questions,” he said. “But they may not
have the formation or the know-how to ask
those questions. They may not even realize
they are asking questions from another
field of study. It’s pretty easy to fall into that
because there’s so much specialty.”
Well-formed interdisciplinary
programs, De Haan said, can broaden
researchers’ and scholars’ views of the
borderlines of their own fields of study.
Long-term programs that offer serious
formation in more than one field can

prevent the “nearsightedness” that is often
a by-product of specializing in one field.
Among other studies for his doctoral
degree, De Haan has been researching
addiction. Studying such a complex topic
requires more of a holistic approach.
“Is addiction a brain disease?”
he asked. “Or is it the result of free will
or emotions? A lot of these areas are
hard to define and separate. Ethics are
also involved. It’s very much an
interdisciplinary field.”
At Cambridge, De Haan will apply the
philosophical study of the human person to
cognitive neuroscience, especially memory
and recognition skills in Alzheimer’s disease
research. He will run tests involving memory
and recognition on lab mice, with the goal
of transferring the resulting knowledge
to humans.
De Haan hopes to foster more
interdisciplinary environments at academic
institutions. His dream is to someday start
an American university program that joins
philosophy and neuroscience.
“The problem is doing these
interdisciplinary programs well,” De Haan
says. “There are some universities doing
them superficially. We need to train
more people to bring together excellent
interdisciplinary programs.”

Making an IMPACT

The Mind? Or the Brain?
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Body and Soul:

New Joint Degree Program Combines Biology and Theology

Dr. Chris Evans is chair of UST’s Theology
Department and associate dean of the
School of Arts and Sciences.

While the age-old debates involving faith
and science continue in a variety of arenas,
Dr. Chris Evans believes the two areas can –
and should – go hand in hand.
In response to this philosophy, and
in keeping with UST’s mission, Evans has
created a cooperative joint degree program
in biology and theology that reflects the
university’s commitment to the dialogue
between faith and reason.
Evans, chair of UST’s Theology
Department and associate dean of the
School of Arts and Sciences, believes that
bringing these two fields of study together
in one degree plan offers students a myriad
of opportunities.
“The joint program can be tailored
to meet all the prerequisites of Texas
medical schools,” Evans said. “It also allows
students to develop and demonstrate other
desirable qualities such as moral reasoning,
intellectual capacity, broad educational
experiences, writing skills and so on – in
other words, all the ingredients needed to
prepare the next generation of Catholic
scientists and professionals.”
Evans describes the new joint major as
a great option for Catholic undergraduates
looking to synthesize faith and science
in their educational experience and

professional careers. He adds that the
of knowledge; that scientific knowledge
program allows students to access “the
is different from faith, but that they are
best of both worlds” of science and faith.
compatible; and that one kind completes
the other.”
“This new major will be an interesting
choice for students who want to enrich
Guirette will be the first UST student
their knowledge of the Catholic faith but
to declare the new joint major.
are also curious about the science of life,”
“For students who started out like me,
said Dr. Rosemarie Rosell, chair of the
thinking theology classes are just a bother,
Biology Department.
I would encourage them to come to classes
with an open mind,” she said. “You’re going
The cooperative degree plan will
to learn about so many things you didn’t
synergistically bring together concepts
taught in theology and
even know existed.”		
biology courses. For
While the cooperative major
“You’re going combines courses from
undergraduate Mélanie
Guirette, this will mean
to learn about two disciplines, students
a richer understanding
declaring this major will not
so many things have a longer course plan
of science and faith that
she believes will appeal
you didn’t even than other students. This
to other theology and
degree can be obtained in
know existed.” 126 credit hours, which is
biology majors.
the minimum number of
As an entering
– Mélanie Guirette
credit hours required
freshman, Guirette didn’t
to graduate.
understand why theology
courses were required for her pre-medical
For students such as Guirette, the new
degree plan at UST. After taking a course on
degree program can open their minds to
the teachings of the Catholic Church, her
what she calls “…a much broader way of
view changed.
thinking.” Beginning this new program in fall
2014, Guirette says her studies in physical
“I realized how little I knew about
health will be partnered with the study of
my own religion,” Guirette said. “The
“…moral health – the health of the soul.”
course taught me there are different types

Beginning in fall 2014, UST’s core
curriculum will reflect the university’s
emphasis on bringing together different
fields of study for a more holistic
educational experience.
Among the most recent adjustments
to the core curriculum are links between
philosophy and theology courses, as
well as synthesis courses that feature
collaborations among different academic
disciplines.
The core curriculum underwent a
major overhaul in 2010 in response to Ex
Corde Ecclessiae, Pope John Paul II’s 1990
document addressing the role and identity
of the Catholic university.
Ex Corde stresses the necessity of the
integration of various academic disciplines,
as well as fostering dialogue between faith
and reason. As a response to this vision,
UST implemented synthesis courses to
help students discover the ways various
disciplines fit together as a whole, resulting
in a more comprehensive worldview.
“The recent revision of the core
curriculum is a major step toward
With the Chapel of St. Basil at one end and the
Doherty Library at the other, UST’s campus is
symbolic of the dialogue between faith
and reason. Changes to the core curriculum
support and strengthen this dialogue.

realizing the guiding vision for UST’s core
curriculum: integration,” says Dr. Dominic
Aquila, provost and vice president for

Academic Affairs. “I congratulate the
faculty who collaborated across disciplines
to produce an integrated, interdisciplinary

experience that will uniquely benefit and
enrich the lives of our students.”
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UST Strengthens Core Curriculum, Responding to Ex Corde Ecclessiae
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is the mark of an educated mind to be able to
“ Itentertain
a thought without accepting it.”
			
– ARISTOTLE

Business
Whether leading a start-up in Houston
or a global conglomerate in Dubai, UST alumni bring a unique
perspective to their companies and firms, combining their
strong liberal arts foundation with relevant, real-world
knowledge and skills that give them an edge in
the marketplace.
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When Mishal Hamed Kanoo ’90, MBA ’94
was 8 years old, he became intrigued
by the news.
Despite the sheltered “bubble”
surrounding the youngest son of a powerful
Middle Eastern business owner, Kanoo
began to understand that the world was
much bigger and more fascinating than
he had imagined.
After completing high school in Dubai
in 1986, the brash 17-year-old thought he
was ready to step right into the century-old
family business, The Kanoo Group.
His father, Hamed, thought otherwise.
“My father told me I had to prove
myself or be on the sidelines,” Kanoo
said. “He made me realize that what
differentiates people is the way they think –
not just what they do.”
After receiving a delayed start
date at Rice University, Kanoo couldn’t
imagine doing nothing for four months.
His older brother was taking courses at the
University of St. Thomas, and Kanoo’s father
encouraged him to join his brother there.
He applied to UST, was accepted and
started classes in fall 1986.
“I experienced tremendous culture
shock when I arrived in Houston,” Kanoo
explained, away from the close-knit,

tightly controlled family environment
he had known.
Always a thinker and a voracious
reader, Kanoo quickly absorbed the new
ideas from his liberal arts and business
professors as he worked toward a
bachelor’s degree in economics and
business management, and later a
master’s degree.
One UST English professor profoundly
influenced Kanoo because she spoke her
mind – directly and boldly.
“That was a paradigm shift for me
because in my country, people like to read
between the lines,” Kanoo explained.
Although frustrated at first about UST’s
requirement to take philosophy or theology
courses, he said, in hindsight, those
courses created a valuable foundation for
his life and his business.
“Truly grasping the importance of
religion and its effect on culture has made
a difference in the way I lead, write and
present to global audiences,” Kanoo said.
“Also, understanding the cultural norms
of the East and the West helps me move
smoothly between worlds.”
Kanoo has an international platform
as one of the Middle East’s most influential
and respected businessmen. He serves as

deputy chairman of The Kanoo Group, with
responsibility for overseeing all operations
in the United Arab Emirates and Oman.
He’s a fourth-generation leader within the
wide-ranging global business that involves
128 family members, is 124 years old and
is considered a leading family business
in the region.
The Kanoo Group focuses on logistics,
travel, machinery and chemicals, as well
as joint ventures with companies such as
Halliburton, American Express and BASF.
He said the business is in transition as
family members move more into board and
strategy roles, and professional business
leaders are being hired to direct operations.
“As we make this transition, I hope to
have the opportunity to again do what I truly
love, which is to teach,” said Kanoo, who
has taught courses in family business.
“I also want to spend quality time with my
wife and four children.”
Kanoo said he will definitely find time
to read his favorite American philosopherhistorians, Noam Chomsky and Howard
Zinn, “who reflect on the world as it is, not
as people wish it to be.”
Chomsky wrote that “optimism is a
strategy for making a better future,” and
Kanoo believes he can make the world a
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The Sage of Dubai
Two degrees from UST Provide Foundation for Success
for One of the World’s Most Influential Businessmen

Mishal Kanoo ’90, MBA ’94, is deputy chairman of
The Kanoo Group, a global conglomerate.

better place – for his employees, for his
family and for the students he will teach.
“The Kanoo family principles are
honesty, trust and fairness,” he said. “These
values translate across every culture and
into every language. As we pioneer the
future together, I believe we can build it on
a solid foundation of ethics and integrity.
Each one of us can make a difference.”

Making an IMPACT

who can do nothing in return.”
“			The true test of faith is how we treat–those
DILLON BURROUGHS
				 Bestselling American author

Faith &
Culture
The University of St. Thomas’ focus
is to educate leaders of faith and character – leaders who
can make a impact on the culture in which they live, work
and raise families. Whether alumni are serving through
a local parish, bringing faith to the business world or
helping those in need, these leaders are a positive force
in our community.
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When Spanish native Ana Maria Egea,
MAFC ’14, moved to Houston in 2010 as a
language instructor, she was an ex-Catholic
with little affinity for the Church and her
new host country.
“In Spain, watching news about young
people in America, I remember saying,
‘Wow, those crazy people.’ I couldn’t
imagine some day I would be here.” “Here,”
for Egea, implies far more than location.
Today a fervent Catholic, Egea
graduated in May with a master’s degree
from UST’s Center for Faith and Culture. She
plans to remain in Houston as a religion and
Spanish teacher.
“My heart is here,” she said.

A Personal Encounter
Egea is the 11th student to graduate
from the Master of Arts in Faith and Culture
(MAFC) program, created in 2010 to
develop leaders capable of “responding
to the demands of living in the American
cultural context as a people of faith,” and
helping others do the same.
Before graduating, MAFC candidates
complete a practicum that incorporates
what they have learned into a communityoriented, service-learning project
that illustrates the integration of faith
development and civic responsibility.

For her practicum, Egea worked for
two months as a “religious volunteer” in
the Harris County Juvenile Justice Center
downtown, offering incarcerated girls a
listening ear and the message of the
gospel in short, individual sessions.
Egea said the goal of the sessions
was simply a personal encounter, one that
might open the teens’ hearts to God’s love
in repentance and hope.
As she met with different girls,
Egea tried to focus her attention on
prayerfully receiving the presence of
others, ignoring the wall of glass between
them, disregarding the hum of ever-present
cameras and overlooking her own
prejudices and fears.
“What is important is that you are in
front of another person,” Egea said. “You
have 15 minutes for that encounter and you
need to be fully present.”

‘It’s Always About Love’
The teens, she discovered, were thirsty
for hope and inspiration. Although most
were guarded, fearing she would lecture
or proselytize, Egea said they soon began
to see her as a mother figure or older
sister, one they could confide in and look
to for guidance.

As the girls shared their stories, Egea
soon realized, “It’s always about love” –
love that had not been given, love sought
in all the wrong places and the love of God
that waits to be received.
Egea recalled Mary, a furious 16-yearold incarcerated for repeatedly attacking
her mother – the mother who had deserted
the young girl for a boyfriend.
“Mary told me, ‘I’ve been with seven
different men because I need love,” Egea
said. “I told her all of us need love, all of
us have been hurt and haven’t received
the love we need… but this is not the way
to find it.”
The next day, Mary was like a new
person, according to Egea. “You see how
that little light does something in those
kids because they are so needy. The
smallest thing you can give makes a
huge difference.”
The girls, she added, were
continuously surprised to see that “it’s
not about theology. It’s about real life and
learning to live well with God, with yourself
and with others in society.”

The Beauty of Following Jesus
Egea has long felt a calling and gift for
working with troubled youth, partly because

Making an IMPACT

Faith and Culture Grad Offers Gospel to Girls in Jail

Ana Maria Egea, MAFC ’14, is applying what she
learned through UST’s Center for Faith and Culture to
minister to young women.
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she herself drifted from the Church at the
age of 12.
“For 20 years, I thought God was not
in my life,” she said. “I think the teens see
that I could be like them. I tell them, ‘The
only difference between you and me is that
I know the rules. I have learned wrong and
right, and I’ve made a commitment to follow
those rules.’ And because I’m sincere,
they get it.”
But Egea is quick to clarify that
Christianity is not about rules, but about
new life in the love of God.

“We are Christians
because we love,
we forgive. I have
discovered the beauty
of following Jesus
in today’s world.”
– Ana Maria Egea, MAFC ’14

“Christianity is not a philosophy, it’s
something different,” she added. “We are
Christians because we love, we forgive.
I have discovered the beauty of following
Jesus in today’s world.”

A Compassionate God
Those statements capture the
spirituality of the MAFC program, which
invites students to examine and enter into
the “dynamic, transformative relationship
between the human person and God, in
Christ and through the Holy Spirit.”
The MAFC degree provides working
professionals, educators and ministers
with an intellectual and practical formation
program that responds to the demands
of living in today’s cultural context as a
people of faith.
Listening to the struggles faced by the
young women Egea met in the practicum,
she said she was able to witness God’s
mercy – “a reminder to myself that God
is a compassionate God.”

Center for Faith and Culture
Programs Help Students Understand
Faith, Life and True Citizenship
The Center for Faith and Culture seeks to
understand and affect the relationship
between the gospel and the American
way of life.
The CFC is recognized by the Roman
Curia Pontifical Council for Culture and
is listed in the Pontificium Consilium De
Cultura, Catholic Cultural Centres.
The center provides a Master of Arts in
Faith and Culture and a Certificate of Faith
and Culture as core programs. Through
dialogue, classes, events and seminars, the
CFC bolsters participants to live as faithful
citizens of our democratic republic.
Through activities, the CFC also
relates the gospel to various American

subcultures including Hispanic/Latino,
African-American, Asian-American and
Native-American.
The CFC incorporates both theory
and practice, with special emphasis on the
formation of community leaders who will
be empowered to integrate faith and culture
through ongoing reflection and action.
One of the center’s central beliefs
is that holistic spiritual development is at
the core of all cultural development.
For more information about the
CFC, please contact Fr. Donald Nesti
at 713-942-5066 or cfc@stthom.edu.
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Through a special initiative called Parish Partners, the University
of St. Thomas invites all individuals and parishes in the GalvestonHouston region to experience UST’s vibrant campus life and to enjoy
resources that enrich Catholic life in their communities.
Educational opportunities include the
Archdiocese Essay Contest, virtual and in-person
campus tours, dual-credit programs, access to
Doherty Library resources, undergraduate and
graduate degree programs, summer courses
and camps for art, athletics and academics.
Social opportunities include UST
campus events such as athletics games, arts
performances, the Italian Festival in October,
Seekers & Sages senior adult activities and
the St. Patrick’s Day celebration in March.
Spiritual opportunities at UST include campus ministry activities,
Center for Faith & Culture lectures, Mass in English, French, Latin
and Spanish in the Chapel of St. Basil, and Catholic programming
from Salt+Light Catholic Television through UST Worldview.
In addition, parishes can support vital scholarships at UST by
contributing to the Archdiocese Second Collection (second Sunday
in September), making individual gifts and bequests, attending the
annual Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday) gala and supporting the Parish
Scholarship Program.
Employees of UST and participating Catholic elementary and
high schools in the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston are eligible
for UST tuition waivers. Parish Partners also receive special access
to appearances by President Robert Ivany, free campus parking and
recruiting assistance for internships or job openings.
For more information, visit ustparishpartners.org or contact us
at 713-525-3850 or ustparishpartners@stthom.edu.

Making an IMPACT

UST Builds Partnerships
with Regional Parishes

The Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston is home to more than 1.2 million Catholics who are served by 146 parishes.
UST is increasing knowledge of Houston’s only Catholic university through the Parish Outreach program.
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basic purpose of a liberal arts education is to liberate
“ The
the human being to exercise his or her potential to the fullest.”
			
– BARBARA M. WHITE
				 Former ambassador and

				 president of Mills College

Leadership
& Learning
Whether filling local educational roles

in record numbers or chairing UST’s board of directors, alumni
are bringing enlightened leadership to classrooms and schools,
medical clinics and boardrooms, and organizations across
the city and around the world.

Dr. Herbert P. “Bert” Edmundson Jr. ’69 has
experienced many firsts and many direction
shifts in his life.
He was first in his class at St. Thomas
High School in 1964 and entered the
Basilian Novitiate with the intention of
becoming a priest.
The Basilian Fathers sent him to the
University of St. Thomas, where he graduated
first in his class with a B.A. in Classics and
French and taught a couple of years at
St. Thomas High School. Despite his strong
faith, when the time came for final vows,
Edmundson realized the priesthood was
not his calling.
After earning a master’s and a Ph.D.
in Classics, traveling the world for the
Menil Foundation and teaching at Emory
University, Edmundson’s life made another
seismic shift. At age 32, he decided he
wanted to become a physician.
One of his role models for
this decision was his great-uncle,
Dr. E.W. Bertner, a leading figure in
creating the Texas Medical Center,
and its first president. Also, his maternal
grandfather Dr. Joseph Arnold was the first
dean of the Texas Dental School in Galveston.
To Edmundson, his academic studies of
the Greek and Latin classics and his medical
studies were so closely connected, they
were “seamless, flowing one into the other.”
He earned his medical degree in 1984, and

completed an internship in internal medicine
and a residency in neurology at UT Health
Science Center-San Antonio, finishing in 1988.
“Studying the liberal arts at UST creates
a supple mind and critical thinking skills,”
Edmundson said. “That training of the mind,
combined with growing awareness of one’s
self in relation to the world, changes a person
at the core.”
When his medical training was
complete, Edmundson joined the Memorial
Neurological Association practice in 1988,
and he has never looked back.
“I see patients all day every day,” he
said. “Patients give me life.”
In 1992, Edmundson was called by his
alma mater to serve in his first structured
leadership role at UST since his student
council officer days. He was asked to chair
the first Board of Visitors for the Center for
Thomistic Studies.
Since joining the Board of Directors in
1999, he has served on many committees,
helped revise UST’s bylaws in 2003 and 2013,
co-chaired the presidential search committee
that hired Dr. Robert Ivany and served on
search committees for key vice presidents.
This summer, Edmundson became UST’s
first alumnus to be selected as chairman of
the UST board – and it may the first time he
was surprised by an accomplishment.
“I am truly honored to accept this role,
but I had never anticipated it,” Edmundson

said. “Our board has many exceptional
leaders and thinkers, and I look forward to
working closely with them as we think about
the long-term future of this fine university.”
Edmundson learned leadership and his
love of UST at the knee of his mother, Lida
Arnold Edmundson, who started the Houston’s
blood bank at MD Anderson and later served
as president of the Junior League of Houston.
She chaired UST’s first Mardi Gras gala in
1953 and served on the UST board of directors
from 1958-61.
“When I was about 10, the president,
Father Guinan and Father Hoffner came to
our home to talk to my mom about UST,”
Edmundson recalled. “When they left, I
vividly remember my mom saying, ‘That little
university is someday going to be truly great.’
It gives me joy to play a small role in helping
UST earn its place among America’s greatest
Catholic universities.”
While Edmundson is delighted to lead
the UST board, he said his highest calling
is as a dad to “three fabulous children.”
They all followed his path of high academic
achievement: Philip is a surgical resident at
Baylor College of Medicine in Dallas, Andrea is
a Fulbright Fellow and is studying English and
history at TCU, and Caroline is a philosophy
major at Texas A&M.
“I am so proud of them,” Edmundson
said. “They are my best accomplishment.”

Making an IMPACT

Edmundson is First Alumnus to Chair UST Board
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UST Provost Selected
for Leadership Academy
Dr. Dominic Aquila, provost
and vice president for
Academic Affairs, was one
of 23 senior-level U.S. higher
education administrators
selected by the Council of
Independent Colleges (CIC)
to participate in a yearlong
Executive Leadership
Academy.
The purpose of the
academy is to prepare provosts
and vice presidents to serve as
effective college presidents.
“Competition for the
available places in the
Dr. Dominic Aquila, with 32 years
program was intense,” said
experience in higher education,
was appointed to the post of
CIC President Richard Ekman.
provost in early 2014.
“They (and I) believe that
Aquila has the potential for
highly effective leadership as a college
or university president.”
Aquila will participate in two seminars held
in Washington, D.C., as well as readings, webinars
and a mentoring program.
In addition, he will develop an experiential
learning plan focused on specific areas of
presidential responsibility.

Alumni Lead and Serve Across
Houston’s Largest School District
program’s success
and the quality of its
graduates. The courses
students take contain
a balance of theory
and research-based
best practices.
“The HISD
Leadership Recruitment
Dr. Robert LeBlanc ’69 is dean of
Team has been a
UST’s School of Education.
consistent partner with
UST for the past few
years,” Saldana said. “In 2012-13, we hired more than
15 school leaders who received their master’s and or principal
certification through the UST Educational Leadership program.
We look forward to our continued partnership
as we have seen a high quality of campus
leaders with proven success.”
UST’s Master of Education program
is designed to develop master classroom
teachers, instructional specialists and school
leaders who demonstrate the ability to
translate and apply educational research in
instructional settings.
The Education Leadership Resource
Center prepares students to serve in the
positions of principal, assistant principal
and curriculum leader at the campus and
assistant superintendent at the district level.
For more information on the Master of
Hafedh Azalez ‘08 is a Houston Independent School District principal and was the
district’s 2007 secondary teacher of the year.
Education program visit www.stthom.edu/
education.
In recent years, the Houston Independent School District has
hired more certified administrators from the University of St.
Thomas than any other Houston-based university, said Rocio
Saldana of the Leadership Recruitment Department at HISD.
Hafedh Azaiez ’08, an HISD principal and 2007 HISD
secondary teacher of the year, has taken what he learned
at UST to teach other principals valuable strategies and
leadership skills to help achieve success.
“I hope I can help impact other schools and campuses,”
Azaiez said. “It makes me very happy to see kids enjoy
coming to school. I want them to have options, exposure and
a well-rounded education. I think we are on the right track and
still have a lot more that we can do.”
Dr. Robert LeBlanc, dean of UST’s School of Education,
is glad the district and the community are recognizing the
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Alumnus, Local TV Host Larry Payne Enlightens
Readers with New Book on Servant Leadership
thinking, deliberation, collaboration, open
mindedness, civic engagement, ethical
integrity and mutual respect. It’s all about
actions and behaviors. You have to look
at the word and the deed and look at what
is done versus what is said.”
In addition to producing “Dialogue
Houston,” Payne also hosts “Interchange,”
a talk show on public radio. He also serves
on the boards of the Institute for Spirituality
and Health, Interfaith Ministries for Greater
Houston, Children at Risk, Education
Foundation of Harris County, SER-Niños
Public Charter School and Houston
Graduate School of Theology, where he
is a president emeritus.
“I hope the book will raise the
question, ‘What does it mean to contribute
to the larger community?’” Payne said.
“We are all servants and we can all help
other human beings. When we help others,
then we’ve done something right.”

Making an IMPACT

Partnership; former first lady Andrea
Larry Payne ’72 learned the traits of a
White and many more.
servant-leader while studying at UST, and
the host and producer of TV public affairs
“A servant leader is charged with
program “Dialogue Houston” has released
figuring out how to help the greater
a collection of essays on the topic to
community,” Payne said. “It requires
share with others.
a person to have humility, compassion,
empathy and the ability
Payne’s book, “The
to listen and be nonHeart of Houston” explores
“We are all
judgmental. [The essays]
different ways to create
exemplify the idea that the
sustainable leadership,
servants and
world is not solely about
personal transformation
we can all help you or me; it’s about the
and authentic involvement
togetherness of us.”
for individuals and
other human
organizations through the
Payne, who originally
beings. When came to UST to study
words of many prominent
Houston leaders.
we help others, at St. Mary’s Seminary,
became interested in
The book features an
then we’ve
social justice and
introduction by Payne and
21 essays from leaders
done something servant-leadership
though his conversations
in the important Houston
right.”
with his professor
sectors of business,
of Latin Studies. Those
community, education,
– Larry Payne ’72
conversations led to
religion and healthcare.
his involvement in
It features authors the
several community projects and the
Most Rev. Joseph A. Fiorenza, archbishop
UST Social Justice Committee.
emeritus of the Archdiocese of GalvestonHouston; Rabbi Samuel Karff, rabbi emeritus
“Servant leadership is about spreading
of Congregation Beth Israel; Jim Kollaer,
the gospel,” Payne said. “It talks a lot about
former CEO of Greater Houston
all the things we learned in school – critical

Larry Payne ’72 hosts “Dialogue Houston” and recently
published a book on servant leadership featuring
essays from prominent Houston thought leaders.
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who don’t travel cannot have a global view; all they see
“ People
is what’s in front of them. Those people cannot accept new things
because all they know is where they live.”
		
– MARTIN YAN
		

The Global

Community
Whether providing an understanding

of Irish culture and religion, studying around the world or presenting
international studies research, UST students, faculty and alumni are
engaging in and addressing important global issues.

Chinese-born American chef

The Art of the Possible

Studying Irish Conflict, Peace Process Builds
Reconciliation Mindset in Future Leaders
Between 1969 and 1999, thousands died
as the result of political upheaval in
Northern Ireland, which is part of the United
Kingdom. The conflict, often referred to
as “the Troubles,” originated with the 1921
division of Ireland between British and
Irish governments.
Peace talks resulted in a 1998
agreement to establish a devolved
government and shared power between
unionist and nationalist parties in
Northern Ireland.
In the last study abroad program,
11 students, all participants in UST’s
nationally recognized William J. Flynn
Center for Irish Studies, crossed the Atlantic
to learn about conflict and peace directly
from the individuals involved.
During the three weeks in Ireland and
Northern Ireland, the students participated
in personal interviews with 44 political,
religious and community leaders who
experienced “the Troubles” first hand
and helped the region make the transition
from conflict to peace.
“To learn about the conflict and
peace process in Northern Ireland from
people who were directly involved was an
invaluable experience,” said Alizeh Yusuf,

an international studies and biology major
who spent her early years in Pakistan.
As part of their UST course, Northern
Ireland: Conflict and Peace, the students
discussed the progress of the peace
process with Irish and Northern Irish
government officials responsible for
implementing the 1998 Good Friday/Belfast
Agreement – a cornerstone in the
transition from a decades-long conflict
to relative peace.
They interviewed key figures, including
Northern Ireland Deputy First Minister Martin
McGuiness, Northern Ireland Minister for
Justice David Ford, and Deputy Gerry
Adams of the Irish Dáil and president of
the Sinn Féin Party.
This opportunity came after the
students completed two weeks of intensive
study in Houston on Irish and Northern
Irish history and politics, and wrote journals
based on David McKittrick’s Making Sense
of the Troubles.
The students visited many
archeological and historical sites,
including the 5,000-year-old passage
tomb at Newgrange, the significant Hill of
Tara from which 142 kings are said to have
reigned, and the biblical depictions of the

High Crosses of Monasterboice.
Noted Irish historian and archaeologist
Dr. Peter Harbison introduced students
to these wonders.
Dr. Catherine Swift, historian from
UST’s exchange partner Mary Immaculate
College in Limerick, guided students
through the monastic settlement of
Clonmacnoise founded by St. Ciaran in
the sixth century; the Rock of Cashel, a
medieval royal and religious site; Holy Cross
Abbey, a restored Cistercian monastery;
and Glenstal Abbey, an active Benedictine
monastery that featured a forest of exotic
trees from around the world.
Students also visited Trinity College
Dublin, the National Museum of Ireland
and many more sites. All the students
who studied abroad in Ireland received
scholarships from the Flynn Center to help
defray airfare and tuition costs.
Lori Gallagher, J.D., director of the
Flynn Center, taught the course and once
again led the trip to Ireland and Northern
Ireland. “Lessons learned from the Northern
Ireland peace process resonate with
conflicts around the world and at home,”
she said. “The most recent student group
Continued on page 18

While traveling to Ireland, UST students visited the Clonard
Monastery in Belfast and met dignitaries (top row, L-R):
Fr. Gerry Reynolds, Rev. Harold Good and Rev. Ken Newell.

UST students at the Giants Causeway, Northern Ireland.
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Students’ Presentation Wows Panel
at Regional Social Science Conference
Research on international studies
and international development
presented by eight UST students
impressed professional
participants attending the
Southwest Social Science
Association conference in
San Antonio.
One scholar from the
University of California Irvine
at first did not realize that
the Center for International
Studies (CIS) panel he attended
was comprised entirely of
undergraduate students until
the Q&A session.
Pictured (L to R) front row: Juliette Lopez, Juana Martinez, Micaela
Another scholar from the
Brebion, Jacqueline DeLeon, Denise Moreno; back row: Adil Gokturk,
University of Colorado at Boulder Dr. Ulyses Balderas, Dr. Hans Stockton, Natalia Bueno, Dominic
Kisielewski, Professor Richard Sindelar.
noted that the CIS presentations
were better than many of the
affirmed the fine scholarly contributions made by
professional papers he had heard
UST students and challenged other members of
earlier in the day.
the organization to develop their own programs in
Dr. Hans Stockton, CIS director, said,
undergraduate research on the CIS model.
“Our students present to scholars from across
For more information about the Center for
the region and must be confident, authoritative
International Studies, contact Dr. Stockton at
and ready for questions.”
713-525-3530 or centerforinternationalstudies@
CIS received a special acknowledgement
stthom.edu.
during the presentation at which the president

The Brock McGuire Band performs as part
of the center’s Cultural Outreach Series.

Irish Studies continued
included participants from Mexico,
Pakistan and Turkey, as well as many
other countries.”
In addition to the trip led by Gallagher,
Dean of Education Dr. Robert LeBlanc led a
group of undergraduate education majors
and graduate students to Ireland for 10 days
to study the school’s role in inclusion of
culturally diverse student groups in Ireland
and the United States. Additionally, several
students in the Department of Education
participated in a Teacher Candidate Field
Experience Program in Ireland.
In the summer of 2014, UST’s
president, Dr. Robert Ivany, led a group of
UST friends and community leaders on a
tour of significant sites in Ireland, enhancing
their knowledge and understanding of the
rich history of the country.

UST Irish Studies students with Dr. Peter
Harbison at Newgrange, Ireland.

The Flynn Center for Irish Studies, the
premier center of its kind in Texas and the
Southwest, has twice been named one of
the top 10 Irish Studies programs in the
country, along with Notre Dame, Boston
College and New York University.
Named after Bill Flynn because of
his contributions to the Northern Ireland
peace process, the center’s interdisciplinary
program focuses on all aspects of Ireland,
Northern Ireland and the Irish American
experience.
“Ireland has a long and fascinating
history waiting to be discovered by the next
Continued on page 19

generation of students,” Gallagher said.
Recently celebrating its 11th anniversary,
the Flynn Center is an active UST center
of excellence.
It offers a minor in the undergraduate
program and a graduate concentration in
the Master of Liberal Arts program in Irish
Studies. The center has the support of the
Irish government, which enhances its efforts
to preserve Irish heritage and culture and
promote peace and reconciliation.
Through the center’s Cultural Outreach
Series, leading scholars from Ireland,
Northern Ireland and around the world
speak to well-attended audiences on a wide
variety of issues. Irish and Irish-American
storytellers, musicians, songwriters, dancers
and other performance artists complete the
diverse cultural offerings each year.
The Flynn Center is in the midst of
a campaign to raise $5.5 million for an
endowment to ensure long-term stability
and growth for its operations and programs.
An anonymous donor recently provided a
$1 million challenge grant to encourage
others to complete this goal; $1.5 million
remains to be raised.
The funding will support an
endowment for a chair and director, as
well as the cultural outreach program and
scholarships. The goal is to complete the
endowment effort by November to coincide
with the Annual Irish Gala.
For more information about investing
in the William J. Flynn Center for Irish
Studies and UST, contact Cynthia Riley,
vice president for Institutional Advancement,
at 713-525-3119.

UST Boosts Student Success through Globalization
UST encourages students to study abroad to
develop leadership skills in an international
setting and enhance students’ global outlook
and overall education. A new partnership
will open doors to new study locations
and provide additional scholarships, said
Dr. Dominic Aquila, UST provost and vice
president of Academic Affairs.
The UST Study Abroad Office
believes a study abroad experience
enhances a student’s global outlook and
overall education.
Through the years, UST frequently has
been ranked in the top 20 master’s schools
in the United States for undergraduate study
abroad participation in annual surveys by
the Institute of International Education (IIE).
During the 2013-14 academic year,
73 students participated in short-term
and long-term study abroad programs
in six countries.
To grow the program, UST has
pledged to join the IIE’s Generation Study
Abroad initiative to double the number of
American students who study abroad by
the end of the decade. Currently, fewer
than 10 percent of all U.S. college students
study abroad at some point in their
academic career.
The goal of Generation Study Abroad
is for thousands more American students to
graduate with the international experience
necessary for success in a globalized world.
Rebecca Skaff, a communications major
who studied abroad in summer 2013 as a

junior, took advantage of the opportunity to
explore. Skaff “met new friends, took some
crazy adventures and made memories she
will never forget.” Taking two UST classes
at the time, Skaff traveled to Prague, Czech
Republic; Bratislava, Slovakia; and
Budapest, Hungary.
“Study Abroad is a life-changing
experience every student must have,” said
Dr. Ulyses Balderas, director of the UST Study
Abroad Program. “Students come back with
greater confidence and better understanding
of the host culture. Also, an
international experience is highly
valuable in today’s labor market.”
In addition to the semester-long,
course-based study abroad trips,
the program offers semester-long
opportunities for
individuals and
shorter, faculty-led
group trips during
winter break and
summer sessions.
Students have
the opportunity to
travel to Ireland,
UST signs a collaboration
England, Italy,
agreement with Chia Nan
Spain, France,
University of Pharmacy and
China, Taiwan,
Science in Taiwan.
Greece, Israel,
Czech Republic, Hungary, Chile and Jamaica.
According to a recent CNN Travel
article on studying abroad, “Finances, time
constraints and safety are some of the

challenges U.S. students face when deciding
to spend a semester or two overseas.” In
the past academic year, about half of the
UST students participating in a study abroad
program received a partial scholarship to
make the trip more accessible.
Individuals interested in supporting
scholarships to assist students in studying
abroad may contact finaid@stthom.edu.
For more information on the program,
see www.stthom.edu/studyabroad.

Students enjoyed a 2012 excursion
to Italy and Greece (top photo) and to
France and England in 2011 (bottom).
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Campaign Update

Board Approves Phased Construction of New Building
as Faith in Our Future Campaign Gains Momentum

B

Faith IN OUR
FUTURE

The Campaign for the University of St. Thomas

uilding a new Center for Science and Health
Professions remains the highest priority
of Faith in Our Future: The Campaign for the
University of St. Thomas.
In June, UST’s Board of Directors approved
a plan to construct the new center in phases,
beginning with a main building, followed by
north and south wings.
The main building will accommodate biology
and nursing, the departments in greatest need
of new facilities.
As of mid-August, we have raised more than
$23 million for this vital project, but our goal is
to raise more than $47 million by early 2015. If
we are successful, the UST board of directors will,
at their January meeting, consider a vote to break
ground in 2015 with the goal of opening
the building in January 2017.

main facility to house the
departments of chemistry, physics,
math, environmental science,
computer science and cooperative
engineering.
“We owe it to our students and
community to provide the best
possible learning environment for
our future scientists and health
professionals,” said Dr. Robert
Ivany, UST president. “Given
increases in STEM and nursing
enrollment at UST, a new facility is
absolutely essential.”
In recent years, UST has gained
recognition for its STEM initiatives,
as well as other market-driven
programs, including nursing,

biochemistry, bioinformatics and
environmental science. The region’s
high demand for capable graduates
in these fields has greatly impacted
the university, with nearly half
of UST’s students now pursuing
STEM majors.
Although the new CSHP is
currently the foremost goal of the
Faith in Our Future campaign,
this comprehensive effort also
includes a $35 million goal for the
construction of a new Performing
Arts Center at UST. Now a mecca
for the arts, Houston demands
quality arts education programs
at the college level and exceptional
performance venues. The planned
Performing Arts Center will serve
the needs of our arts students while
also providing a much-needed
lecture and conference space for

UST and community-wide events.
Beyond Faith in Our Future’s
capital goals, the campaign also
seeks to enhance student success by
raising $45 million for scholarships,
programs and endowments. This
will help improve access to UST
for deserving students and provide
funding for program enhancements
as the need arises.

lot of thought has gone into identifying UST’s greatest
“ Aneeds
and priorities for this campaign.”
– DAVID HARVEY, JR.

		

		

CEO and Chairman, D.E. Harvey Builders
Vice Chair, UST Board of Directors
Chairman, Faith in Our Future campaign

“A lot of thought has gone into
identifying UST’s greatest needs
and priorities for this campaign,”
said David Harvey, chair of Faith
in Our Future. “It is the most
ambitious campaign in UST’s
history, but it will transform our
campus and better prepare our
students to meet the challenges
of today’s world.”

To learn more or to pledge your support,
please visit ustfaithinourfuture.com.

Faith IN OUR FUTURE
The Campaign for the University of St. Thomas
shineatust.com
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As additional funds
are raised, north and south
wings will be added to the
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UST Highlights

Goodness, Discipline and Knowledge

Alumnus of the Year Founds,
Operates Blue Cure Foundation

Prostate cancer survivor
Gabe Canales ’99 creates
foundation to build
awareness and save lives.

Gabe Canales ’99 is on a mission that
exemplifies his education at UST, turning
a surprise diagnosis of prostate cancer at
age 35 into a way to serve others.
“I want to educate and empower
young men and women to focus on
the causes of cancer and how to adopt
preventative measures,” said Canales,
who was honored as the 2014 Rev. Vincent
J. Guinan CSB Alumnus of the Year for his
work in founding and running the Blue
Cure Foundation.
Canales launched into a continued
pursuit of knowledge after he received
two radically different treatment
recommendations: a prostatectomy on one
end of the spectrum, active surveillance
on the other. He admits he didn’t know
anything about the prostate or the cancer.
He’s not alone.
“Most men I’ve spoken with across
the country don’t know anything about the
prostate – its function, where it is, screening
recommendations,” Canales said. “Yet one
in six or seven men will be diagnosed with
prostate cancer.”
In 2010, Canales turned personal
adversity into global goodness, starting
the Blue Cure Foundation “to save lives
by advocating for increased prostate
cancer research funding and encouraging

preventative dietary and lifestyle habits
before cancer strikes.”
Canales’ doctor prescribed a strict diet
that requires constant discipline: absolutely
no red meat (“a hard pill to swallow,”
admits the former meat-and-potatoes
guy.), no milk, little dairy, little sugar and
as many vegetables as possible, especially
the cruciferous variety such as bok choy,
cauliflower, broccoli and cabbage.
He also recommended eating as
much organic food as possible.
“People don’t worry about the
hormones and chemicals in their food
because they are just trace,” Canales said.
“But by the time a person is 35, they’ve had
35,000 to 40,000 meals. The cumulative
effect is significant.”
Canales credits his experience
studying theology and communications as
a major factor in defining his journey.
“I’ve always been grateful for the
liberal arts education I received at UST
and the emphasis on critical thinking and
effective communication that helped
prepare me for my life’s work,” he said.
“I will continue to serve proudly as an
ambassador for the University of St.
Thomas, and I hope to live up to this greatly
appreciated honor.”

IMPACT ON SCIENCE:
UST Wins American Chemical
Society Outstanding Chapter
Award at National Meeting
The UST student chapter of the American
Chemical Society (ACS) received one of
53 Outstanding Chapter Awards at the
247th annual ACS National Meeting and
Exposition in Dallas this spring.
Twenty-one students and two faculty
advisors comprised the largest UST group
ever to attend the conference.
“One of the conference highlights was
watching my peers present in a professional
setting,” says Sally Acebo, ACS chapter
president. “These students have worked
hard on their specific research projects and
they got their moment to shine!”
Every year student ACS chapters
receive special recognition based on their
volunteering events, club activities and
community involvement. Each chapter in
the nation compiles a detailed chapter
report yearly to submit for
award recognition.

“We are fortunate to have quality
coaches, administrators and student
athletes who exhibit a high level of
sportsmanship on and off the courts,
courses and fields,” Smith said.

IMPACT ON ATHLETICS:
Celts Earn Top RRAC
Sportsmanship Awards

IMPACT ON COMMUNITY:
Record Numbers Turn Out for
President’s Day of Service
IMPACT ON ATHLETICS:
Three UST Teams
Qualify for National
Championships
All UST men’s athletics teams advanced
for the second time to the National
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
(NAIA) National Championship.
Last year, men’s soccer, men’s
golf, volleyball and men’s basketball
competed in the annual
RRAC Tournament
Championship.
The men’s golf
team captured its second
championship and
competed in the NAIA
National Championships,
where they finished 17th.
Men’s basketball
won second in the RRAC Tournament,
and men’s soccer celebrated as
tournament champions.
Athletics Director Todd Smith said he
is proud of all the teams and the effort they
put into this past season.

In February, Dr. Robert Ivany invited people
from the UST community to roll up their
sleeves and get to work at the President’s
Day of Service.
Nearly 100 students, faculty, staff and
alumni joined together to set a record for
attendance and participation.
Founded in conjunction with Ivany’s
inauguration in 2005, the President’s Day
of Service is an annual
tradition that gives the
campus community an
opportunity to embody
the UST mission of
educating leaders of
faith and character.
Participants had
the chance to work
side-by-side on a
wide range of
service projects.
Amanda Villanueva, assistant director
of student activities, said, “Overall, the
students were really involved, energetic and
happy to be here. I think we had a great
turnout, and we have the opportunity to
continue to grow.”

Making an IMPACT

For the second consecutive year,
UST garnered the respect of its fellow
conference schools and was named the
recipient of the 2013-14 Red River Athletics
Conference (RRAC) Sportsmanship Award.
“When you play against St. Thomas
you are not only assured of good
competition but students who understand
what sportsmanship means and how they
represent themselves and their university,
whether it be a win or a loss,” said Our
Lady of the Lake University Athletic Director
Jack Hank.
RRAC athletics directors selected
UST based on the way its coaches, players
and administration represented the school
on and off the field.
UST also earned
special recognition
with additional
sportsmanship awards
for its men’s and
women’s teams, making
it a clean sweep of all
three honors for the
Celts this year.
Athletics Director Todd Smith believes
those involved with athletics should enjoy
competing and also represent UST with the
highest integrity and class.
Smith will receive the awards on UST’s
behalf at the RRAC’s fall meetings in Dallas.
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Participants in the
2014 President’s Day
of Service set a record
for participation.

undergraduate years at UST were a time of abounding
“ My
inspiration, curiosity and creativity.”
		
– DR. ROBERT COOPER

Making an IMPACT

		

Writer, Entertainer, Speaker

Building a Better Bob

G

Dr. Robert Cooper ’80 has been a busy writer,
entertainer and public speaker since he graduated
from UST. Five of his plays have been produced by the
UST Drama Department, and in 2011, he did a fiction
reading and book signing on campus as a scholarship
fundraiser. He performs his “Building A Better Bob”
presentation for audiences nationwide. He is currently
writing a feature film screenplay and preparing for a
role in another feature film. Bob can be contacted at
CooperOnstage@hotmail.com.

eorge Bernard Shaw said,
“Life isn’t about finding
yourself. Life is about
creating yourself.”
What are the building blocks of selfcreation? Where do you find them? How do
you assemble and put them into action? I
discovered answers to these questions and
many more in my undergraduate years at
the University of St. Thomas.
It was a time of abounding inspiration,
curiosity and creativity that has fueled
more than three decades of a fulfilling
personal and professional life as a college
admissions director, association president,
doctor, writer, actor, comedian, musician
and public speaker.
The more time passes since I
transformed from student to alumnus, the
more deeply I appreciate what an enduring
blessing UST has been. If I did not grasp the
magnitude of what a faith-based liberal arts
education would mean to me when I first
stepped into a UST lecture hall, it became
increasingly clear as the semesters passed,
and later when I articulated it for four years
as UST’s associate director of Admissions.
As an award-winning public speaker
(something that petrified me in my
pre-UST life), I have spoken, lectured
and entertained at 41 U.S. colleges and
universities, and for corporate, civic and
association audiences, at comedy clubs,

nightclubs, concert halls, bookstores,
churches, and on radio and television.
I have had the honor of appearing
four times at UST in recent years – as guest
lecturer, an emcee/entertainer, a reader/
book signer of my fiction for a drama
scholarship fundraiser and as guest speaker
for a staff retreat.
In the 1980s and ’90s, I entertained
dozens of times in UST’s Jones and Cullen
Halls and other local venues as a member
of the spirited performance group “The
Writer Guys” with fellow UST alumni Herman
and Lynne Sutter and Dowell Mudry, joined
regularly by other alumni and current
student guest artists.
My presentation for nationwide
audiences, “Building A Better Bob,” is a
blend of lecture and comedy designed to
show how our brains learn and remember,
and how to use this awareness, selfunderstanding and a sound game plan
to become super-charged learners in
academic, professional and personal life.
This live performance experience
includes a discussion of character,
motivation and discipline, creativity and
critical thinking – a skill I like to describe as
an intellectual Swiss Army knife.
My insights for “Building A Better Bob”
were drawn from interviewing and advising
tens of thousands of students over 20 years,
discussions with professors and academic

By Dr. Robert Cooper ’80
advisors, study of leading research and
great minds, my own rigorous doctoral
education, patient-care experiences and,
to be sure, contemplation of my
UST education.
I would describe that education as
nurturing and collaborative with a wonderful
sense of community and the guiding lights
of theology and philosophy – all of which
had an uncanny way of putting everything
into perspective.
I found at UST what I needed to grow
in faith, character, knowledge, discipline,
social and communication skills, and the
ability to think both logically and creatively.
I also discovered the passion to make this
growth a lifelong endeavor, likely my most
valuable find.
I sometimes quietly stroll around the
UST campus early or late in the day, looking
at the modern buildings but recalling the
way it all appeared three decades ago – the
faces of the faculty, the Basilian Fathers and
we Baby Boomer students who had no idea
that our clothes and hair would later be so
amusing to generations of yearbook editors.
I smile.
Although I’m a strolling grey-haired
ghost of the past, UST still feels like home.
It is the foundation on which I continue
to build a better Bob.
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make me an instrument of your peace; where there is
“ Lord,
hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where

there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there
is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy.

		

”

– ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

			 Italian Catholic friar and preacher
			(1181-1226)

Our

Mission & Vision
We are the University of St. Thomas, the Catholic university in the heart of Houston.
We are committed to the Catholic intellectual tradition and the dialogue between faith and reason.
By pursuing excellence in teaching, scholarship and service, we embody and instill in our students
the core values of our founders, the Basilian Fathers: goodness, discipline and knowledge.
We foster engagement in a diverse, collaborative community.
As a comprehensive university grounded in the liberal arts,
we educate students to think critically, communicate effectively,
succeed professionally and lead ethically.

Our vision is to become one of America’s great
Catholic universities in the next 15 years.

Educating Leaders of Faith and Character
www.stthom.edu

